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Kidnapping of Gl in Iraq appears to be hoax -....

An Iraqi militant Web site posted a photograph, left, of what it claimed was a kidnapped U.S. soldier and threatened to behead him. However, doubts were quickly raised about its
authenticity, and the U.S. military said no soldiers were missing. The claim was suspected to be a hoax after California toy manufacturer Dragon Models USA said photos of the
purported captive appeared to show one of its collectible action figures named “Cody,” right (in a box). The doll originally was produced for sale at U.S. bases in Kuwait.
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Michael Jackson trial: The judge in

the Michael Jackson molestation case

ended the first stage of jury selection a

day early, in part because of a surpris-

ingly large number of prospective jurors
who said they were willing to serve.

Santa Barbara County, Calif., Judge Rod-
ney S. Melville said roughly 250 of the 430
prospects screened Monday and Tuesday
were willing to serve during the six-month
trial.

L.A. hospital accreditation: The only pub-
lic hospital in South Los Angeles has lost its
accreditation, meaning it also could lose its
ability to train doctors and care for emergen-
cy psychiatric and low-income patients.
Martin Luther King/Drew Medical Cen-
ter in South Los Angeles lost the approval
Tuesday after the Joint Commission on Ac-
itetion of E piisamemer

nied a final appeal by Los Angeles County to
halt the withdrawal.

The accrediting agency decided in Sep-
tember that the hospital did not meet its
standards.

Homeland Security nominee: President
Bush’s nominee for secretary of Homeland
Security told senators on Wednesday that if
confirmed he would balance protecting the
nation with preserving civil liberties.

Michael Chertoff, a federal appeals court
judge, was expected to face tough question-
ing about any role he took while heading the
Justice Department’s Criminal leslon in

ing interrogation and

=== What's new with old

i Jeyarajah, center, a parent claimant of the tsunami sunnvor
as his wife, Jenita Jeyarajah, holds the baby at a hospi
Kalmuna Sri Lanka, on Wednesday. The couple were arrested on charges of storming into

-]

ic ward where the baby is being cared for and obstructing the doctors on duty.

That came after a judge on Wednesday ordered DNA tests to determine whether they are
the real parents, a process which could take many weeks. A district judge freed the couple
on hail, and they were ordered to appear in court Thursday.

Iran nuclear program: The top official of
the world’s largest grouping of Muslim na-
tions on Wednesday welcomed the recent
elections in Iraq, but said the Islamic world
does not need another “intervention” in
Iran.

Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu, secretary-general
of the 57-nation Organization of the Islamic
C

other mistreatment of detainees swept up in
the terrorism investigation following the
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.

Chertoff, 51, highlighted his work as spe-
cial counsel in the New Jersey legislature in
examining racial profiling, and as a private
attorney representing poor defendants.

NYC subway fire: Service was expected to
be mostly restored Wednesday to two busy
New York subway lines knocked out by a
fire last month, transit officials said. Offi-
cials initially estimated repairs would take
up to five years.

Full non-peak service on the A and C lines
was to be restored Wednesday morning and
70 percent of service was expected during
the rush hours, New York City Transit presi-
dent Lawrence Reuter said.

“There’s still going to be some delays, and
there will still be crowding,” Reuter said.

Rather replacement: Dan Rather proba-
bly will be replaced with veteran “Face the
Nation” host Bob Schieffer on an interim
basis when Rather steps down next month
as “CBS Evening News” anchor.

Schieffer’s likely selection was first re-
ported by USA Today and confirmed
Wednesday by a CBS News executive, who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

He would be a bridge toward a new for-
mat for the evening news, mired in last
place in the ratings behind NBC and ABC.
CBS chief Leslie Moonves said last month
that he was probably going to install a
multi-anchor format on the broadcast.

World

Darfur crisis: The European Union on
Wednesday backed having the International

Criminal Court hear cases of alleged war
crimes by government-backed militias or
rebels in Sudan’s Darfur region.

EU spokesman Amadeu Altafaj Tardio
said EU nations were studying a report
drafted by a U.N.-appointed panel which
concluded Sudan’s government and allied
militias had likely committed crimes
against humanity and war crimes in Darfur.

said in Pakistan,
the grouping favored an amicable solution
of the dispute over Iran’s nuclear program.

Tsunami_relief: Bureaucratic bungling
has blocked food, medicine and other neces-
sities from reaching a stunning 70 percent
of the 1 million Sri Lankans left destitute by
the Asian tsunami disaster, a government of-
ficial said Wednesday, as hungry and home-
less survivors protested the lack of help.

bilize the Great Lakes region and normalize
relations after more than a decade of fight-
ing, officials in Kigali, Rwanda, said.

Cabinet ministers and senior security offi-
cials from the three African nations will
meet at the U.S. State Department in Wash-
ington to review the security situation three
months after they signed a peace agreement
in Rwanda, said Gregoire Karambizi, secre-
tary general in Rwanda’s ministry of for-
eign affairs.

Representatives of the European Union,
the African Union and the United Nations
will join the discussions, hosted by Assis-
tant U.S. Secretary of State Constance New-
man.

Germany-Israel relations: Germany’s
president told Israeli lawmakers in Jerusa-

Ina troubling admission, Thilak R
jah, chief of Sri Lanka’s presidential task
force to coordinate relief, said bureaucratic
incompetence and ignorance of tsunami sur-
vivors had considerably slowed aid deliv-
ery, estimating that relief had reached only
30 percent of those who need it.

The Dec. 26 ecarthquake and tsunami
killed more than 30,000 in Sri Lanka and a
further 960,000 people lost family members
or their homes.

Sept. 11 trial: Sept. 11 suicide hijacker
Mohamed Atta appeared “psychologically
disturbed” and acted “distant” when en-
countered on the street, a former neighbor
testified Wednesday in Hamburg, Germa-
ny, during the retrial of a Moroccan accused
of providing logistical
support for the attacks.

Indra Andrea Braun,
34, lived next door to
Atta in a Hamburg sub-
urb and said she saw
defendant Mounir el
Motassadeq  visiting
him. Atta also was visit-
ed by suicide pilots
Ziad Jarrah and Mar-
wan al-Shehhi and oth-
ers suspected of in-
volvement in the Sept.

Motassadeq

11 plot, she said.

Braun was married to an Iranian Muslim
and lived in an adjoining building to Atta for
several years, but she said her neighbor
never spoke to her.

Africa stabilization: Rwandan, Ugandan
and Congolese officials will meet U.S. coun-
terparts Wednesday to review efforts to sta-

lem on that he bows his head
“in shame and humility” before the victims
of the Nazi Holocaust, and he promised that
Germany would wage
a determined battle
against anti-Semitism.

The president, Horst
Koehler, also  de-
nounced  Palestinian
suicide bombings as in-
defensible acts of ter-
ror and said Germany
would always stand by
Israel and its people.
Germany is encour-
aged by recent Mideast
peace moves and
would try to help Israel
and the Palestinians resume their negotia-
tions, he said.

Koehler

Serbia assassination suspect: A key sus-
pect in the 2003 assassination of Serbian
Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic arrived in
Belgrade on Wednesday after being extra-
dited from Greece.

Dejan Milenkovic, a crime figure known
as Bugsy, was handed over in handcuffs at
the Athens airport to Serb security officers
who escorted him on a plane to Serbia-Mon-
tenegro.

After touchdown in Belgrade, Milenkovic
was whisked away by heavy security in a
motorcade of armored jeeps.

Milenkovic was arrested last July in the
Greek port of Thessaloniki, after more than
15 months on the run.

The Greek Supreme Court had accepted a
Serbian request for his extradition on Oct.
27.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Sunni group: Vote illegitimate

Police chief in

Mosul vows to

‘wipe out’ Iraq
insurgents

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s leading Sunni Mus-
lim clerics said Wednesday the country’s
landmark elections lacked legitimacy be-
cause large numbers of Sunnis did not par-
ticipate in the balloting, which the reli-
gious leaders had asked them to boycott.

Emboldened by the elections, which U.S.
and Iraqi authorities cited as a victory for
democracy, the police chief in Mosul de-
manded the insurgents hand over weapons
within two weeks or he would “wipe out”
anyone giving them shelter.

Large numbers of majority Shiite Mus-
lims and Kurds participated in Sunday’s
election for a new National Assembly and
regional parliaments. Although no results
or turnout figures have been released, U.S.
officials say participation appeared much
lower in Sunni areas where the insurgency
is strongest.

The low turnout has been blamed vari-
ously on the clerics’ own boycott call and
on fears of insurgent reprisals against
those who voted.

In its first statement since the balloting,
the Association of Muslim Scholars said
the vote lacked legmmacy because of low

U.S. troops on Wednesday started removing some of the many concrete roadblocks set
u Baghdad for Election Day. An influential group is questioning the legitimacy of the

election because of low voter turnout among Sunnis.

lowed by the Kurds and a list headed by in-
terim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, a secu-
lar Shiite.

Shiites comprise an estimated 60 per-
cent of Irag’s 26 million people, and Shiite
candidates were expected to fare best re-
gardless of Sunni turnout. However, low
Sunni participation was believed to have re-
duced the totals of other tickets.

Abdul-Aziz al-Hakim, the Shiite Muslim
who heads the ticket expected to have won
the largest number of parliamentary seats,
indicated in a Wednesday interview with
The iated Press that his group wants

Sunni
‘months ago urged Sunms to shun the polls
because of the presence of U.S. and other
foreign troops, and insurgents threatened
to kill anyone who voted.

Iraqi officials have acknowledged voting
problems, including a ballot shortage in
Baghdad, Basra and Mosul, which have
substantial Sunni populations and which
also may have contributed to a low Sunni
turnout.

The level of insurgent violence has ap-
peared to drop sharply after the election —
similar to a short-duration decline in at-
tacks which occurred after the transfer of
sovereignty to the interim Iraqi govern-
ment in June.

It is unclear whether the drop is due to
disillusionment within insurgent ranks, the
effects of the stringent pre-election securi-
ty measures that are being slowly relaxed,
or whether the militants have paused to re-
assess their strategy in light of the ballot.

many Sunnis having stayed away, a
ticket endorsed by the Shiite clergy is ex-
pected to gain the biggest number of seats
in the 275-member National Assembly, fol-

the post of prime minister in Irag’s new
government.

Al-Hakim, a Shiite cleric with close ties
to Tran, said of all Iraqi

Official voter turnout figures have yet to
be released, but a Western diplomat speak-
ing on condition of anonymity Wednesday
said turnout appeared to have been “quite
low” in Iraq’s vast Anbar province, which
includes the rebellious cities of Fallujah
and Ramadi.

He said that based on anecdotal ac-
counts, turnout in three other provinces
with large Sunni Arab populations was
slightly higher but not more than 50 per-

In Mosul, police Gen. Mohammed
Ahmed al-Jubouri offered amnesty to in-
surgents who handed over their weapons
within two weeks but promised tough ac-
tion if they did not. In an interview with the
provincial televlslon station, al-Jubouri

groups should participate in writing the
new constitution.

In its statement, the association said the
election “lacks legitimacy because a large
portion of these people who represent
many spectra have boycotted it.” As a re-
sult, the group said the new leadership
lacked a mandate to draft a new constitu-
tion and should be considered a temporary
administration.

“We make it clear to the United Nations
and the international commumty that they
should not get involved in granting this
election legitimacy because such a move
will open the gates of evil,” the statement
said.

“We are going to respect the choice of
those who voted and we will consider the
new government — if all the parties partici-
pating in the political process agree on it —
as a transitional government with limited
powers.”

wipe out any village that
would hide weapons after the two-week pe-
riod and shell any safe haven for the insur-
gents.”

With the threat of election violence past,
the US. Army handed over control
Wednesday of several combat outposts to
Iraqi security forces on the west side of
Mosul.

Mosul, Iraq’s third-largest city, has been
tense since insurgents rose up in Novem-
ber in support of rebels under siege in Fal-
Iujah, west of Baghdad. The entire
5,000-member police force deserted before
U.S. and Iraqi troops regained control.

An Iraqi motorist was shot to death on
the main desert highway west of Baghdad
on Wednesday. A witness claimed U.S.
troops opened fire when the vehicle tried
to overtake an American military convoy.
U.S. vehicles have often been targeted by
car bombers who ram convoys.

A U.S. Army spokesman said he had no
information on the shooting.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,434 members
of the U.S. military have died since the be-
ginning of the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press count. At
least 1,096 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department said.

The AP count includes four military
civilians and is three higher than the De-
fense Department’s tally, last updated
at 10 am. EST Tuesday.

The British military has reported 86
deaths; Italy, 20; Poland, 16; Ukraine,
16; Spain, 11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary, Latvia and Kazakhstan
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared Lhat ‘major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,296 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 987
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

Since the start of U.S. military opera-
tions in Iraq, 10,770 U.S. servicemem-
bers have been wounded in hostile ac-
tion, according to a Defense Depart-
ment tally released Tuesday.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
tary:

W No new deaths reported.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

W Army Pfc. James H. Miller 1V, 22,
Cincinnati; killed Sunday in Ramadi,
Iraq, after an explosive detonated near
his vehicle; assigned to the 1st Battalion,
503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division, Camp Casey, South Korea.

W Army Sgt. Lindsey T. James, 23, Ur-
bana, Mo; killed Saturday in Baghdad
when an explosive detonated near his
patrol; assigned to the 2nd Battalion,
14th Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain
Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.

W Army Pfc. Stephen A. Castellano,
21, Long Beach, Calif.; died Friday of a
non-combat related injury in Mosul,
Iraq; assigned to 1st Battalion, 14th In-
fantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

The following three soldiers were
killed Friday in Baghdad when an explo-
sive detonated after striking a nearby ve-
hicle. They were assigned to the Army
National Guard, 1088th Engineer Battal-
ion, 256th Bngade Combat Team, New
Roads, La.

L] Army Staff Sgt. Jonathan R. Reed,
25, Opelousa, La.

W Army Spc. Michael S. Evans TI, 22,
Marrero, La.

W Army Spe. Christopher J. Ramsey,
20, Batchelor, La.

Allawi: Iraqi elections serve major blow to insurgents

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The success of
the past weekend’s elections dealt
a major blow to insurgents,
though they are likely to continue
their attacks for some months be-
fore they are defeated, Iraq’s in-

terim prime minister said
Wednesday.
Ayad Allawi said that following

Sunday’s elections, activity by in-
surgents dropped sharply but it is
still too early to conclude whether
that trend will continue.

“They might be reorganizing
themselves and changing their

plans,” Allawi said of the rebels.

In recent weeks, Iraqi and U.S.
forces have arrested what they de-
scribe as senior commanders of
the al-Qaida in Iraq group, which
is led by Jordanian militant Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi. The group has
claimed responsibility for numer-
ous attacks on American troops
and U.S-trained Iragi security
forces.

Insurgents also promised to dis-
rupt the election, but security
measures were credited with min-
imizing election day bloodshed.

“The coming days and weeks

will show whether this retreat
will continue or whether it is tacti-
cal because of the strike against
them,” Allawi told Al-Iragiya tele-
vision.

“I don’t know if what happened
is a decrease [in attacks] that will
continue or will escalate, but the
final outcome is that it is a failure.
They will continue for months but
this [insurgency] will end,” Al-
lawi said in a live interview.

“These dark forces will not be
able to succeed.”

surgent bases outside Iraq “but I
cannot mention them now.” He
did not elaborate.

It was not clear if Allawi was re-
ferring to Syria. Iragi and U.S. of-
ficials have repeatedly said that
insurgents in Iraq have received
support from members of Sadd-
am Hussein’s ousted regime who
are said to be based in Syria.

Earlier in the day, Allawi, host-
ed a meeting of leaders of 16 of
the country’s prominent political
factions Wednesday, his office
said in a

He said that a
identified the location of some in-

The leaders, who included Pres-

ident Ghazi al-Yawer, Sunni
elder politician Adnan Pachachi
and Finance Minister Adel Abdul
Mahdi, a Shiite, agreed to pursue
the participation of all political,
ethnic and religious groups in the
new government, the statement

said.

Allawi told Al-Iragiya he will
hold another meeting Thursday
with groups that did participate
in the elections and Monday with
those who were not able to take

art.
He said the meetings aims to
form a coherent government and
guarantee national unity.
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Internet threat warns of al-Qaida attack

U.S. prisons in Iraq targeted in response to Camp Bucca riot deaths

The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Al-Qaida will
attack U.S. prisons in Iraq to take
revenge for a riot in which four
detainees were killed, an Internet
statement purportedly from the
terror group said Wednesday.

Monday’s shooting of four de-
tainees and wounding of another
six prisoners at Camp Bucca in
southern Iraq will “not go unpun-

ished,” said a statement in the
name of al-Qaida in Iraq that was
posted on an Islamic Web site.

The statement’s authenticity
could not be verified.

“We’ll punish you, God willing.
We'll respond decisively to your
crimes,” the statement said. “We
say to our brothers in the prisons
of the crusaders and the oppres-
sors: Be patlent Vlclory from God
is coming soon.”

The U.S. military in Iraq has
said the riot at Camp Bucca in-
ternment center near Umm Qasr
broke out after a routine search
for contraband. The detainees
threw rocks and fashioned weap-
ons from materials in their com-
pound.

“After about 45 minutes of esca-
lating danger, lethal force was
used to quell the violence,” the
U.S. military said. The riot is

being investigated.

Later, the al-Qaida group is-
sued another Internet threat, this
time in video form and against
the governor of Nineveh, Osama
Youssef Kashmoula, and the local
Nineveh radio station.

Three masked, armed men ap-
peared on the video, with one
clad in an explosives vest reading
from a statement.

“We've had enough ... you have

fought God and his Prophet ... and
fought the mujahedeen,” the man
said. “We swear ... that we are
coming to slaughter you with
swords, you and your entourage;
for you are the people of apostasy
and atheism.”

Kashmoula escaped unharmed
from a July assassination attempt
after insurgents tossed hand gre-
nades and fired machine guns at
his convoy.

Official says British plane
had anti-missile protection

BY MICHAEL MCDONOUGH
The Associated Press

LONDON — The British military transport plane
that crashed in Iraq, killing all 10 servicemen on
board, was equipped with anti-missile protection,
the M.lmstry of Defense said Wednesday.

Investigators probing the downing of the Her-
cules C-130K north of Baghdad at the weekend are
studying a videotape from guerrillas that appears to
suggest the plane was shot down, a spokesman said.

The tape shows a missile being fired and the flam-
ing wreckage of a plane, but there is no footage of a
missile acutally hitting the plane.

“The investigation will be complex, it may take
some time to establish the exact cause of the crash,”
Prime Minister Tony Blair told lawmakers in the
House of Commons. “It would be wrong for anyone
at this point to speculate.”

‘The Ministry of Defense spokesman said the Her-
cules had been carrying a defensive aids suite,

which an expert said was equipment designed to
protect against surface-to-air missiles.

A defensive aids suite would likely include an in-
frared countermeasures system and other technolo-
gy for diverting tracking missiles, as well as chaff
and flares, said Damian Kemp, aviation editor at
Jane’s Defence Weekly.

Kemp cast doubt on the authenticity of the guerril-
la video broadcast by Arab TV station al-Jazeera on
Monday. It showed a finger pressing a button on a
white box with wires, and then images of two mis-
siles or rockets flying up into the air. The video did
not show any impact with a plane. Instead, it cut to
footage of people in street clothes walking through a
plane’s wreckage burning on the ground.

Al-Jazeera said the television station received the
video from a group that called itself “the Green Bri-
gade,” part of the “the 1920 Revolution Brigade, a
military wing of the National Islamic Resistance in
Iraq.

“Most surface-to-air missiles would be struggling
to hit anything at that distance,” Kemp said.

Sentencing hearmg begins

prison in Iraq.

Michelle Davis, mother of U.S. Army Sgt. Javal S. Davis, center;
father, Jonathan, right, and other family members arrive at the
courthouse for Sgt. Davis’ sentencing hearing in Fort Hood, Texas,
‘on Wednesday. Davis pleaded guilty to battery and two other charges
in connection with the prisoner abuse scandal at the Abu Ghraib

Jesse Jackson joins
effort to free hostage

Civilian employee Roy Hallums was
kidnapped in Baghdad in November

The Associated Press

CORONA, California — The
Rev. Jesse Jackson will try to
help negotiate the release of a kid-
napped American contractor who
was snatched in Baghdad three
months ago and recently ap-
peared pleading for his life at gun-
point.

Susan Hallums, 52, turned to
the civil rights leader after call-
ing on politicians and President
George W. Bush to help free her
ex-husband, Roy Hallums, 56,
‘who was k\dnapped Nov. 1 at his
office with Robert Tarongoy of
the Philippines.

The two worked for a Saudi
company that does catering for
the Iraqi army.

“I feel so drained, and this has
given me more strength again to
have more hope and faith,” she
said.

The United States government
has a policy of not negotiating
with terrorists or insurgents.

Jackson, who has successfully
secured the release of hostages
on several occasions since the
1980s, said he was confident the
captors would cooperate.

“We hope that the captors will
pick up on the spirit of what has
happened the last few days in
Iraq and not use Roy as a tro-
phy,” Jackson said, referring to
Sunday’s election in Iraq.

“While our government can’t
negotiate, someone Who can
ought to.”

Jackson said he will appeal to
religious leaders who know the
hostage takers.

In a video aired Jan. 25, Roy
Hallums was shown speaking
with a rifle pointed at his head. “T
am please asking for help be-
cause my life is in danger be-
cause it’s been proved I worked
for American forces,” he said.
The Filipino was not shown in the
video.

Sunni turnout higher than
expected in Iraq’s election

BY HAMZA HENDAWI
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Turnout in
Sunni Arab areas during last
weekend’s landmark elections
was higher than expected, with
lines forming outside polling cen-
ters in insurgency strongholds
like Fallujah and Mosul, the chief
U.N. election expert in Iraq said
Wednesday.

Carlos Valenzuela, however,
cautioned in an_interview with
The Associated Press that fore-
casts for the Sunni areas were so
low to begin with that even a high-
er-than-expected turnout would
remain low.

No official turnout figures
from Sunday have been released,
although U.S. and Iraqi officials
have acknowledged that partici-
pation among Sunni Arabs was
low, either because of a boycott
call by their clerics or fear of in-
surgent attacks.

A Western diplomat, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said
turnout appeared to have been
“quite low” in Iraq’s vast Anbar

province, which includes the re-
bellious cities of Fallujah and Ra-
madi.

He said that based on anecdotal
accounts, turnout in three other
provinces with large Sunni Arab
populations was slightly higher
but not more than 50 percent.

Senior politi-
cians and elec-

&k think

address such far-reaching issues
as the role of Islam and public life
and whether the country adopts a
federal system instead of central-
ized rule.

Sunni Arabs are estimated at
about 20 percent of Iraq’s 26 mil-
lion people and enjoyed a privi-

leged position in

what we Iraq for genera-

tion officials have tions. Shiites
said that up to 8 v form about 60
million of the saw on éunday percent and

country’s 14 mil-
lion eligible vot-

was very

have long com-
plained of op-

ersmayhavepar-  @nCOUraging. ¥y pression.

ticipated in the Valenzuela, a
election for a Carlos Valenzuela  Colombian who
275-seat National U.N. election expert  is a veteran of
Assembly. post-conflict elec-

Turnout was reported heavy in
Shiite areas of the south and the
Kurdish-ruled region in the
north.

The question of turnout is cru-
cial for the credibility of the vote
since the elected assembly will ap-
point a new government and over-
see the drafting of a permanent
constitution. The constitution will

tions the world over, said not a sin-
gle one of the 5,220 polling cen-
ters that opened Sunday had been
forced to close. A handful of poll-
ing stations never opened be-
cause of intimidation and threats.

He said many voters waited
until the afternoon to vote, prefer-
ring to gauge the scale of violence
before venturing out of their
homes.
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Building a fighting force for Afghanistan

Afghan army has made tremendous strides in the past three years, U.S. officials say

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

KABUL, Afghanistan — One
soldier is satisfied, while another
isn’t so pleased with the way
things have gone for him in west-
ern Afghanistan.

Both have concerns, mainly
over money, career paths and
family support. Yet each is proud
to wear the uniform and appreci-
ate the respect it engenders in
their countrymen.

“I want to serve my country,”
said Pvt. Abdul Latif, who has
been struggling with his new job.

The two men — Samiullah, a
sergeant who uses only one name,
and Latif — don’t work for Uncle
Sam.

Rather, they are part of a grand
undertaking known as the Afghan-
istan National Army. It's a work
in progress, one that will pay
huge dividends if Afghanistan
and its allies — most notably the
United States — can pull it off.

“There are many problems in
the ANA,” said Afghan army
Brig. Gen. Fazil Ahmad Sayar,
the chief of staff of the 207th
Corps based in Herat, “but we
hope lit] will get better in the fu-

Whlle often compared to its
Iraqgi army t, the small-

SHANNA RODENBERG/U.S. Army

During urban warfare training, Staff Sgt. Greg Huffman shows members of the 2nd Brigade, Afghan National
Army Central Corps the proper way to maneuver along a building. U.S. military advisors are working closely

‘with Afghan forces in their homeland, hel

over the training and continue to build their army.

er Afghan force has taken tremen-
dous strides in the past three
years, U.S. and Afghan officials
said.

The Afghan army still has some
distance to cover, but the road of
apprenticeship doesn’t appear to
be as long or as problematic, pro-
viding the United States and its al-
lies continue the effort, dubbed
Task Force Phoenix.

Iragis “are not bred warriors
like these guys,” said U.S. Army
Brig. Gen. Richard Moorhead,
the task force commander. Af-
ghans “have the will to fight,” he
added, “and that’s what makes
them so good.”

Or, so dangerous, if the armed
Afghan is fighting against coali-
tion forces.

Afghan fighters “won’t hesitate
to engage us,” said Capt. Mike
Berdy, a 25th Infantry Division

&k War has
destroyed my
country. ¥
Sgt. Samiullah

&k want

to serve
my country. 9y
Pvt. Abdul Latif

try,” said Samiullah, 18, a platoon
sergeant with the 207th Corps,
ed in Herat.

company based near
the Pakistan border.

But after two decades of fight-
ing, many in Afghanistan seem
war-weary, based on conversa-
tions with Afghans in the south,
east and west.

“War has destroyed my coun-

“The Afghan people are
happy,” Khoshhal Murad, a Unit-
ed Nations interpreter in Kabul,
said. “We have a new govern-
ment, and a new army.”

That new army now has rough-
1y 18,000 combat soldiers, accord-

ing to Moorhead. More than 3,000
Afghans are in a three-step,
20-week training regimen that
concludes with a unit assignment.

By September 2007, Afghan
troop strength should reach the
goal of 45,000.

Launched in June 2003, the
task force started slowly, focused
for the first year primarily on the

g to train about 20,000 soldiers. Eventually, Afghans will take

infantry. Recruits were tested
and evaluated to determine if
they were junior enlisted, senior
enlisted or officer material. Addi-
tionally, U.S., French and British
trainers kept an eye out for re-
cruits who would one day take
over as instructors.

About a year ago, the task force
turned over basic-training duties
to those handpicked candidates.
Moorhead said the plan is to do
the same this April with the com-
mand and staff school, which the
French army oversees. Later this
year, the British will hand their
clipboards to Afghan instructors
chosen to conduct the senior non-
commissioned officer school.

Other countries assisting are
Bulgaria, Canada, Germany, Mon-
golia, New Zealand and Romania.

While the focus has been on
combat forces, incrementally the
coalition has been building up the
support sector — such as train-
ing, logistics and communications
— and it has been filling billets
within the Afghanistan Ministry
of Defense. By 2007, there will be
about 3,000 troops and civilians
assigned to the ministry and

The Afghan National

Army at a glance
Current troop strength:
21,000

Troop strength in 2007:
Inlthl training: 20 _weeks
(basic and specialty )
Basic pay: $70 (for a pri-
vate); $900 (for a general)
Future: Will develop an air
force to move troops around
the country

roughly 21,000 to 22,000 on the
support side.

In addition, various commands
and agencies are being created,
including a new military acade:
my that will open its doors next
month to 120 cadets.

“It’s growing gradually,” Moor-
head said, “but it’s growing with
good people.”

The ANA consists of five corps.
The first was the 201st based in
Kabul, which became fully
staffed in May. In September,
four regional corps came on line
in Kandahar, Gardez, Mazar-e-
Sharif and Herat.

Other components are falling
into place. Two months ago, the
Afghans, with coalition input,
drafted a military justice code.

“This army has to be sustain-
able because one of these days we
will leave,” Moorhead said.

Sayar, the chief of staff for the
Herat Corps, is one of the Afghan
soldiers helping to make that hap-
pen. Through an interpreter, he
ticked off a list of issues his staff
is addressing, from pay and leave
to supply and medicine.

But the most significant thing
Afghan military leaders can do,
he said, is “to keep the promises
‘made to recruits.”

Such talk might be enough to
keep Latif in the fold.

Based in Herat, Latif wants to
serve, but said his $160-a-month
salary is barely enough to support
his wife and six kids. A seasoned
fighter, the 32-year-old driver/me-
chanic is weighing his options.
He may join the quick reaction
force —and nearly double his sal-
ary — or he may quit, go home to
Kabul and open his own garage.

If the army offered adequate
family housing and more money,
said Latif, who fought the Taliban
as a member of the Northern Alli-
ance, “I would stay forever.”
E-mail Kevin Dougherty
Goughertyk@mal sstrpes.osdmil

For Afghan soldiers and officers, training never ends

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

HERAT, Afghanistan — When an Af-
ghan soldier gets assigned to a regional
corps command, his combat curriculum
doesn’t end.

From corps to company level, Task
Force Phoenix isdispatching
teams to Afghan units in the field to in-
struct officers and enlisted personnel on
the finer points of soldiering. The largest

contingent of trainers in western Afghani-
stan is 16 miles south of the provincial cap-
ital of Herat, and its commander is U.S.
Army Col. Randy Smith.

“When we first came out here,” Smith
said, the Afghan “Central Corps [in
Kabul] was the only game in town.”

A few months prior to the October presi-
dential election, the Afghan transitional
government in Kabul began deploying the
Afghanistan National Army to other re-
gions. In Herat, the timing was most ad-

vantageous, because Afghan forces, a few
trainers and the U.S. Army’s 3rd Squad,
4th Cavalry Regiment, were on hand to
help quell a Sept. 12 riot.

Smith, who arrived afterward, said
since then his training team has had to
adapl on the fly, mixing training with actu-
al missions of the 207th Corps.

Like the other Afghan regional com-
mands, save for Central Corps in Kabul,
the 207th formally raised its flag in Sep-
tember. A year from now, Smith said, the

unit in Herat should have its full comple-
ment.

Adjacent to the current camp, work has
begun on a $63 million ANA base that will
serve as the regional headquarters. The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers envisions
more than 100 buildings, including offic-
es, barracks, a power plant, wastewater fa-
cility, hospital and sports field.

“It’s not often you get to make history,”
said Joe Haugen, the resident engineer.

SEE TRAINING ON PAGE 6
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Web site ‘hostage’ might be elahorate hoax

California model maker says ‘kidnapped

BY MONTE MORIN
Los Angeles Times

A militant group’s claim that it had kid-
napped a U.S. soldier in Iraq and planned
to behead him was suspected of being a
hoax Tuesday, after a California toy manu-
facturer said photos of the purported cap-
tive on an insurgent Web site appeared to
show one of its collectible dolls.

A group calling itself the Mujahedeen
Brigades posted a photograph that ap-
peared to show a stern-faced U.S. soldier
itting at gunpoint before a black banner
with Arabic script. The posting called the
soldier “John Adam.”

U.S. military authorities said aspects of
the photograph raised doubts: The sol-
dier’s vest, for instance, resembled no
such equipment issued by the Army, and
the claim on the Web site about the kidnap-
ping appeared to contain misspellings.
Nevertheless, they asked for a full account-

ing of military personnel in Iraq.

“No units have reported anyone miss-
ing,” Staff Sgt. Nick
Minecei of the mili-
tary’s press office in
Baghdad told The As-
sociated Press.

In the grainy photo-
graph, the figure ap-
pears dressed  in
desert  camouflage
and stiffly
against a concrete
wall with bis hands
behind  hi
wears a bulky vest
and green kneepads.
The barrel of an
American automatic rifle is pointed at his
head, but no one is pictured holding the
weapon.

An executive for Dragon Models USA
Inc. said the soldier looked exactly like a

Cody, or
John Adam?

foot-tall G.I Joe-type doll the company
manufactured for sale at U.S. bases in Ku-

‘wait.

“This looks like our doll,” said Liam Cu-
sack, a company spokesman. “We don’t
want to say 100 percent that it is our doll,
but it does bear a striking resemblance.
We're hoping that this is actually a hoax.”

Cusack said the doll appeared to be the
black version of its “Cody” action figure,
one of several thousand sold to U.S. mili-
tary bases in Kuwait about three years
ago. The dolls are minutely detailed and
frequently used in dioramas of war scenes.

Cusack said he was alerted to the photo-
graph Tuesday morning by a retailer who
saw the photo on a news Web site. Cusack
said he had not had contact with the U.S.
military about the matter.

“I don't even know how to contact
them,” Cusack said.

If in fact the photo is a hoax, it would be
the second such sham that has received

GI” looks just like its action figure ‘Cody’

widespread attention in the media.

In August, television stations around the
world broadcast a video of a 22-year-old
San Francisco man who faked his own be-
heading. The man, Benjamin Vanderford,
said he had circulated the video to show
how easy it was to fabricate execution vid-
€os.

The Mujahedeen Brigades claimed re-
sponsibility for two abductions last April.
One involved three Japanese, who were
later released, and the other a Brazilian en-
gineer. It was unclear Tuesday whether
that group, or someone else, was behind
the apparently fake photos.

To date, only one U.S. soldier has been
confirmed taken hostage by insurgents:
Pfe. Keith M. Maupin, 20, of Batavia, Ohio.
Maupin was shown in a hostage video in
April. A second video in June purported to
show his execution, but the military still
lists him as missing.

Staff Sgt. Greg
Huffman gives
directions to
members of the
Afghanistan army’s
2nd Brigade on
what to do once
their team has
breached

a doorway.

Training: U.S. troops teaching
Afghan soldiers by example

TRAINING, FROM PAGE 5

“It's basically a city for 4,000
soldiers. Pretty cool, huh?”

Back at the temporary facility,
Smith and his deputy, Lt. C
Bert Owens, talked of the chal-
lenges of transforming a band of
tough but unpolished warriors.

“We are advisers,” Owens said.
“We don’t command them.

One of the toughest tests is
changing a centralized mind-set
that devalued empowerment, ini-
tiative and improvisation. Owens
likened it to a sandlot football
team that can flawlessly execute
plays etched in the dirt, but gets
caught flat-footed when its play
breaks down.

Another flaw can be a lack of
preparation and prevention.

On Dec. 31, the trainers left
their compound for a meeting
with an Afghan National Police
commander in Shindand, a town
60 miles away. The Afghan com-

mander climbed into his vehicle
and joined the convoy. A few
miles down the road, a tire on the
commander’s car went flat.

Smith said he uses instances
such as that as training tools. In
this case, he deftly emphasized to
his Afghan charges the need to in-
spect vehicles the day before a
trip.

Sometimes he’ll say very little,
preferring to lead by example,
One day, prior to a mission, Smith
had one of his soldiers haul a
table outside in plain view of the
Afghans housed nearby. One by
one, the Americans performed a
functions check on their M-16s.
The Afghans watched from afar,
and now often go through the
same routine.

“We demonstrate techniques,”
Smith said. “We demonstrate ac-
tions, and they pick up on it.”

Other lessons are taught over
time.

Eventually, Afghan soldiers
will assume every role in the
army, including paying_troops.
But in the beginning at Herat, it
was Sgt. 1st Class Derrick Kelly.
On that first payday, Kelly sat at
a table and a queue formed out-
side his door. Suddenly, there
was commotion and shoving.

The Afghan officers “just
pushed the [enlisted soldiers] out
of the way because they were of-
ficers,” Smith recalled.

Kelly coolly gathered his
things and walked out.

The Afghan officers were
aghast, perhaps because an enlist-
ed soldier upstaged them. Per-
haps it was because the soldier
was black and, in the past, Af-
ghans have fought many battles
along ethnic lines.

Later, Smith explained to the
Afghan officers that it doesn’t
matter if they are first or last in
line — their money will be there.

PHOTOS BY SHANNA RODENBERG/U.S. Army

Sgt. 1st Class Kohlheim discusses operations with members of 2nd

Brigade, Afghan National Army Central Corps. U.S. mi

ry advisors

have worked closely with Afghan forces in Afghanistan, helping train
about 20,000 soldiers. Eventually, Afghans will take over the training

and continue to build their Army.

Owens, who is black, said he,
Smith and other members of the
Regional Command Assistance
Group-West, used that instance
and others to show how the cultur-
al diversity of the U.S. military is
an advantage.

“We point that out to them,”
Owens said, “so that they reallze
you've got to work as a team.”

Senior Afghan leaders back in
Kabul have grasped that concept.
The Afghan Ministry of Defense

is consciously building battallons
along ethnically mixed line:

The issue of ethnicity in the Af-
ghan army was posed separately
to two soldiers. Both soldiers
looked ~somewhat perplexed
when it was raised.

“These things are in the past,”
said a platoon sergeant named Sa-
miullah. “We are one army.
There are no [ethnic] divisions.”

E-mail Kevin Dougherty
doughertyk@mail. esmnes osd.mil
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BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany —
Staff Sgt. Terrence Balkissoon
survived the rigors of Iraq, only
to fall victim to the mean streets
of New York.

Stunned friends from the 1st In-
fantry Division’s headquarters
company gathered Wednesday at
the Leighton Barracks chapel in
‘Wiirzburg to remember the sup-
ply sergeant, three weeks after a
man gunned him down outside a
bar in Brooklyn.

“He had arguably one of the
most difficult jobs in the compa-

Capt. JR.
West, in com-
ments  from
Iraq read at |
Wednesday’s
service. “Yet
his answer to

sir)”  and
somehow he
would  com-
plete the mis-
sion.”
Balkissoon grew up on the is-
land of Trinidad, the oldest of 13

children. His family immigrated

Balkissoon

1st ID pays tribute to Gl

two years later he enlisted in the
Army after earning his general
equivalency degree.

He served tours at Camp
Casey, South Korea, and Fort
Stewart, Ga., as a unit supply spe-
cialist before arriving at 1st ID.
He deployed with the unit to Iraq
last spring, where he worked at
Forward Operating Base Danger,
the division’s name for the palace
complex in former Iraqi dictator

addam Hussein's hometown of
‘Tikrit.

Balkissoon had flown home to
New York for his midtour leave
just before Christmas. He had
spent almost two weeks visiting

Thursday, February 3, 2005

before he was scheduled to return
m Iraq had attended a private
party at a Caribbean

mghtclub with two of his brothers,
The New York Times reported.

About 5:20 a.m. outside the bar,
according to news media ac-
counts, a man opened fire on
Balkissoon and one of his broth-
ers — possibly in a fit of jealousy
after

killed at N.Y. bar

ble. His friends remembered his
sunny, upbeat personality and al-
ways-present smile.

“Anyone who ever spent time
with Staff Sgt. Balkissoon was im-
pacted by his kindness,” West
said in his eulogy. “No matter
what the situation, after listening
to [him], you couldn’t help but
laugh and smile.”

‘bumped into the man’s glrlfnend
0 days later, a man turned
self in to police and was charged
with second-degree murder.
The killing stunned both family
and friends, who described
Balkissoon as a devoted family

is survived by his
wife, April; his two children,
Aaron and Jayda; and his two
stepchildren, Briana and Trevon;
who live in Brooklyn. He was bur-
ied at a military cemetery in Mari-
etta, Ga.

ny,” said his commanding officer,

to New York when he was 16, and

his large extended family and, just

man who would never seek trou- i

E-mail St wer at:
ersdmal ceupes osdmil

Troops mourn
31 victims of
Iraq helo crash

The Associated Press

CAMP KOREAN VILLAGE, Irag— U.S.
troops held a memorial Wednesday for 31
servicemembers killed in the crash of a
transport helicopter during a swirling sand-
storm in Iraq’s vast western desert — the
US. military’s single biggest lost of life
here since the March 2003 invasion.

Filing past their fallen comrades’ com-
bat boots, rifles and helmets, Marines took
turns kneeling in front of the display. One
Marine wept, burying his face in one of his
hands. Others hugged each other.

A soldier played taps on a bright gold
trumpet as hundreds of other troops stood
in stiff salutes and two helicopter gunships
flew overhead through a bright blue sky.

The CH-S3E Super Stallion transport he-
licopter crashed shortly after midnight on
Jan. 26 during a fierce sandstorm near the
Syrian border, killing 30 Marines and one
Navy sailor.

The hulking aircraft was transporting
troops to this base near the Iraqi town of
Rutbah for security operations in prepara-
tion for last weekend’s elections. The cause
of the crash is still under investigation, but
officials have said it does not appear the he-
licopter was downed by hostile fire.

During Wednesday’s memorial, a Marine
strummed on a guitar before placing the in-
strument beside the row of upright rifles.

Above: A U.S. Marine
cries during the
memorial service
Wednesday at Camp
Korean Village, Iraq,
for the 31 U.S.
troops killed Jan. 26
when their helicopter
crashed.

Left: A Marine placed
a guitar beside the
row of rifles during
the ceremony.

AP photos

Sanchez briefs
1st ID families
on GIs’ return

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

VILSECK, Germany — A top U.S. mili-
tary official in Europe toured several bases
in Germany this week to talk with family
members about the return of thousands of
1st Infantry Division soldiers this spring.

In visits to Wiirzburg, Bamberg and
Vilseck on Monday and Tuesday, V Corps
Commander Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez
talked with community members about the
Army’s program to reintroduce the unit’s
12,000 deployed soldiers to life away from
the war zone in Iraq. Last month he visited
other 1st ID locations, including Schwein-
furt and Katterbach.

V Corps is the 1st ID’s parent command.

Sanchez spoke about the soldiers’
seven-day mandatory readjustment pro-
gram, the block leave period and long-term
servi ilable to returning soldiers and
their families, said Amy 0’Connor, a fami-
ly readiness adviser who attended the Bam-
berg meeting on Tuesday.

She said Sanchez didn’t cover any topics
that family members weren’t already famil-
iar with, but she said it was reassuring to
hear top officials pledge to take care of re-
turning soldiers and make themselves
available for questions.

“He a d a lot of questions and told

Bomb found near Incirlik

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Turkish
authorities have discovered a
bomb near a southern Turkish
military base used by the United
States, a U.S. military official said
Wednesday.

Private  CNN-Turk television
said the bomb, containing 11
pounds of explosives, was found
in the garden of a bar near the en-
tmnce of Incirli

e bomb, partially made of
the explosive , was defused
by Turkish police late Tuesday,
lhe station said.

A US. military official con-
firmed that a bomb was discov-
ered but deferred further ques-
tions to Turkish authorities.

The TV station said an explo-
sion could have caused substan-
tial damage in the area where a
number of bars and cafes are lo-
cated. It was unclear if the bomb
could cause damage at the base.
From The Associated Press

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — A judge dismissed a
wrongful death lawsuit against the U.S. Navy
that was filed by the family of a Naval Academy
student who died in a fall from his dormitory
window.

Midshipman John Paul Ruggiero, 20, of
Gouldsboro, Pa., tumbled 53 feet from a win-
dow at the academy in Annapolis, Md., follow-
ing a night of off-campus drinking in August
2002.

Navy lawyers argued that the legal claim,
filed by the midshipman’s parents, is barred by
a doctrine that protects the military from being
sued over injuries to servicemembers on active

duty.

The rule was generally intended to prevent
military commanders from being hauled into
court for ordering troops into dangerous situa-
tions, and lawyers for the family have argued
that it shouldn’t apply to Ruggiero’s death.

In his Jan. 20 ruling that dismissed the fami-

Suit dismissed in midshipman’s fatal fall

Iy’s lawsuit, U.S. District Judge A. Richard
Caputo wrote that Ruggiero “would not have
fallen from his window ... had it not been inci-
dent to his status as a midshipman at the United
States Naval Academy.”

The lawsuit questioned whether getting into
bed was a military act and argued the Academy
was obligated to provide safe housing.

Ruggiero’s family claimed the huge, nearly
floor-to-ceiling windows in the dormitory were
unsafe, and that the window in their son’s room
lacked a screen. They also complained that
academy officials were aware that students
were routinely using their sills to hang laundry,
or as a first step into their bunks.

The family’s attorney, David Tomaszewski,
said he would appeal to the 3rd U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

A Navy investigation determined Ruggiero
had a blood-alcohol content of 0.11 percent
when he died and ruled the death accidental. At
the time, the legal blood-alcohol limit for driv-
ing was 0.08 percent in Maryland and 0.10 per-
cent in Pennsylvania.

us whatever the issue [that may arise] is,
we'll work through it, which was nice to
hear,” O’Connor said.

Sanchez did not announce any specifics
on the timing of the return for units in the
1st ID, said Capt. Jon Drake, rear detach-
ment commander for the division’s 82nd
Engineer Battalion, other than to say “ev-
erything was on track.”

Stars and Stripes was not allowed to at-
tend a similar briefing Tuesday afternoon
at Vilseck, and Army officials were
tight-lipped about the meeting’s specifics.

Three people who attended the meeting
and were contacted by the newspaper said
the general gave the impression his com-
ments were not for public consumption.
All refused to comment further.

V Corps chief of media relations, Hilde
Patton, said the Vilseck meeting was in-
tended to be the same as the Bamberg and
Wiirzburg briefings, but she said she could
not provide information on its content, or
on the appearance that its details were con-
fidential.

E-mail Ben Murray af
murrayb@mail. es(rlpes osd.mil
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DOD seeks to renew anthrax vaccinations

Shots would be administered on voluntary basis

BY MARC KAUFMAN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon has taken a major step toward
reviving its controversial pro-
gram of giving anthrax vaccine to
servicemembers, invoking emer-
gency provisions of the Project
BioShield Act that allow use of un-
approved drugs and vaccines.

The Department of Defense
said use of the vaccine will be vol-
untary for now, in contrast to the
mandatory program that was
blocked by a federal judge in Octo-
ber on the grounds that the vac-
cine was never properly cleared
for use by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

The special authorization fol-
lows determinations by the De-
fense Department and former
Health and Human Services sec-
retary Tommy Thompson that a
formal anthrax emergency exists
for troops stationed in some na-
tions abroad.

“The Department’s current i
telligence ~ community -
ments establish that there
heightened risk for U.S. military
forces of attack with anthrax,” a
DOD official said. He said the as-
sessment applies to Iraq, Afghani-
stan and North Korea in particu-
lar.

>
$ g

CONSTRUCTION TEAM

The emergency measure marks
adramatic turn in the Defense De-
partment’s long-running efforts to
establish and maintain a mandato-
ry vaccination program to protect
against inhaled anthrax. ~Six
former or current soldiers sued
the department in 2003 over the
program, and U.S. District Judge
Emmet Sullivan ruled last fall
that the vaccinations were illegal
and permanently enjoined their

use.

In an order posted online Mon-
day, however, acting FDA Com-
missioner Lester Crawford said
that after conferring with the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and the
Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, he had authorized the
use of the vaccine under the Bio-
Shield Act. The order set several
conditions — that soldiers be edu-
cated about the vaccine and given
the opportunity to refuse — but
did not present any other obsta-
cles to renewing the program.

Crawford wrote that the
“known and potential benefits of
the [vaccine] outweigh the known
and potential risks,” and that
there is no adequate substitute for

it.

A DOD official said Tuesday
the issue will be revisited in Sulli-
van’s courtroom before the vacci-
nation program resumes. The pro-
cess, he said, “could take some
time.”

ADMINISTRATION CONSTRUCTION

That assessment was rein-
forced Tuesday by a lawyer for
the six soldiers, who said he
would go to court to oppose any ef-
fort to quickly revive the pro-
gram. John Michels said the in-
junction remains in force despite
the emergency authorization and
despite the department’s new will-
ingness to accept a voluntary vac-
cination program.

Michels also argued that the
emergency provisions of the Bio-
Shield Act were being misused.
“The emergency here is that the
department lost the case in court,
and invoking an_emergency on
that basis is a terrible precedent,”
he said.

Anthrax is a deadly infectious
disease caused by the spore-form-
ing bacterium Bacillus anthracis.
Early symptoms may resemble a
common cold, but after several
days the symptoms can progress
to severe breathing problems and
shock. Inhalation anthrax usually
is fatal; a cutaneous form that af-
fects the skin is less lethal.

month after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks, letters
tainted with anthrax bacteria in-
fected people in New York, Con-
necticut, New Jersey, Florida and
Washington. The still unsolved at-
tacks Killed five people, sickened
17 and put about 10,000 on antibi-
otics.

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

‘SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes file photo

The Defense Department is moving toward reviving anthrax vaccina-
tions for troops on a voluntary basis, citing emergency provisions of the
Project BioShield Act. DOD intelligence says there is a heightened risk
of attack with anthrax in Iraq, Afghanistan and North Korea.

Michels said he was pleased by
the department’s change of posi-
tion making the program volun-
tary, because that had been a cen-
tral goal of the lawsuit. “But we're
concerned that this may be a
half-step that will later lead to a re-
sumpnon of mandatory vaccina-
tions,” he said.

Asked if the Pentagon would
like to return to a mandatory pro-
gram, the spokesman left the pos-
sibility open. He said a major con-
sideration in accepting a volun-
tary program was that the emer-
gency authorization is good for
only six months unless the FDA
extends it.
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Pope stabilized, resting in hospital

BY VICTOR L. SIMPSON
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul IT
had a restful night and his condition stabi-
lized after he was rushed to a hospital with
breathing trouble, but he will spend sever-
al more days at the clinic to recover from
the flu, the Vatican said Wednesday.

Around the world, Roman Catholics
paused to pray for the health of the
84-year-old pontiff.

Tests showed John Paul’s heart and res-
piration were normal, and he got several
hours’ rest after being taken by ambu-
lance to the hospital Tuesday night, papal
spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls said.

The pontiff was running a slight fever
from the flu and would spend “a few more
days” at Rome’s Gemelli Polyclinic for
treatment of respiratory problems, he
said.

“There is no cause for alarm,” Navar-
ro-Valls said.

The pope has Parkinson’s disease, and
Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragan, the Vati-
can’s top health official, told Associated
Press Television News that the slumping
pontiffs inability to hold his back up
straight has left his lungs and diaphragm
in a crushed position.

Navarro-Valls insisted the pope had
never lost consciousness, and he did not
need a tracheotomy to insert a tube into
his windpipe to help him breathe. He said
John Paul participated from his hospital
bed in a Mass celebrated by his secretary
in the room.

WADOWICE, Poland — People in
Pope John Paul IT's Polish hometown
prayed Wednesday for their country’s
most famous son as coverage of his hospi-
talization dominated front pages and air-
waves.

Well-wishers prayed at St. Mary’s
church in Wadowice, a town of some
20,000 people, where the young Karol
Wojtyla was christened and attended
Mass.

“I wish the Holy Father good health,”
said Maria Pasnik, 46, a housewife. “I
know the situation has improved and I
pray that we can see or hear him again in
Wadowice.”

The pope flew over Wadowice in a heli-
copter while on a 2002 visit. He last visit-
ed in 1999, when he attended a Mass at
the church and chatted with the crowd
gathered outside.

Prayers echo across Poland

“I listen to the radio news on his
health,” said Tadeusz Kolber, 80, a re-
tired taxi driver, who said he was optimis-
tic that the pope would soon visit again.
“Next year he will come for sure,” he
said.

Former President Lech Walesa, the
founder of the Solidarity movement and a
devout Roman Catholic, called for
prayers for the pontiff. “Let’s pray for our
own health and especially for the pope’s
health, and everything will be OK,” Wale-
sa told TVN24 television.

Mieczyslaw Malinski, a Polish priest
who has been a friend of the pope since
childhood, told TVN24 that John Paul IT
is “a strong person” and will “get well,
and very soon.”

— The Associated Press

Navarro-Valls characterized Tuesday
night's hurried admission to a special
papal suite on the 10th floor of the hospital
as “mainly precautionary.” Trying to ap-
pear reassuring, Navarro-Valls even joked
at one point that John Paul was taken by
ambulance to the hospital because “the
subway doesn’t go that far.”

Navarro-Valls, who has a medical de-
gree, told The Associated Press early
‘Wednesday the pope had the flu and acute
laryngeal tracheitis — inflammation of the
windpipe — and suffered a “certain diffi-

culty in breathing.” He denied Italian
news reports that John Paul had a CAT
scan at the hospital and was taken to inten-
sive care.

In a separate statement, the Vatican
said the pope also experienced a “larynx
spasm crisis.”

The spasms likely were a complication
from the respiratory illness the pope has
had. Experts said it was possible his Par-
kinson’s disease, which makes muscle con-
trol difficult, made it harder for him to
breathe.

Henryk Zboina, with his grandson Olaf,
passes by a statue of Pope John Paul Il in
Warsaw, Poland, on Wednesday.

From John Paul’s native Poland to Ma-
nila to Moscow to the United States, the
faithful gathered to pray for his recovery.

White House press secretary Scott Mc-
Clellan said Americans’ “thoughts and
prayers are with the Holy Father.”

Nepal king

200 mi
0 200km
CHINA

Sharon, Abbas agree to summit

appoints
10-member
cabinet

BY TIM SULLIVAN
The Associated Press

KATMANDU, Nepal — King
Gyanendra announced a 10-mem-
ber Cabinet dominated by his
own supporters on Wednesday,
one day after he dismissed Ne-
pal’s government, declared emer-
gency rule and virtually cut his
nation off from the world. An offi-
cial later said the new govern-
ment would reach out to the coun-
try’s Maoist rebels to renew
peace talks.

Dozens of politicians have been
arrested and many more have
gone underground to avoid deten-
tion, an opposition figure said, as
extra riot police and soldiers pa-
trolled the streets of the capital,
Katmandu, where civil liberties
were severely curtailed.

Gyanendra will head the newly
appointed Cabinet, state radio
said in a report that gave few de-
tails other than the new body’s
members.

“The king has expressed confi-
dence that everyone will support
and cooperate with the new Cabi-
net,” the palace said in a state-
ment.

Shortly after the king swore in
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his new Cabinet, Home Minister
Dan Bahadur Shahi said the gov-
ernment soon would be approach-
ing the Maoist rebels to renew
talks.

“The king has the chief execu-
tive authority now, so it will be
easier for the rebels to come for
peace talks. It is what they have
been wanting,” Shahi said in com-
ments carried on state radio.

The Maoists, who control much
of rural Nepal, broke off peace
talks in August 2003. The rebels
balked at later invitations from
the government of ousted Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba to
renew the talks, insisting that real
authority remained in the hands
of the king.

The king on Tuesday sacked
Deuba’s interim government, ac-
cusing it of failing to hold parlia-
mentary elections or control the
Maoist insurgency and pledging
to do both himself within three
years.

World leaders condemned the
power grab — Gyanendra’s sec-
ond in three years — saying it un-
dermined democracy and the
fight against the insurgency.

BY AMY TEIBEL
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — The Isracli
and Palestinian leaders on
Wednesday accepted Egypt’s
bold offer to host a long-awaited
summit between them next week,
raising hopes of a breakthrough
in Mideast peace efforts.

The Egyptian president and
Jordan’s king
will host the
summit  on
Tuesday  in
the Red Seare-
sort of Sharm
el-Sheik, in-
tended = to
shore up tenta-
tive gains be-
tween Israelis
and Palestin-

be insurance
of success for a summit,” said Pal-
estinian negotiator Saeb Erekat.
In recent days, there has been
increasing bickering between Is-
raelis and Palestinians over what
issues to raise in an Mahmoud
Abbas-Ariel Sharon meeting, and
disagreements remain over the
scope of a Palestinian prisoner re-
lease, the fate of Palestinian fugi-
tives and a West Bank troop rede-
ployment. At times, it appeared
the summit could be put off.
However, with Egypt’s invita-
tion and the arrival of U.S. Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice in
the region over the weekend, the

two sides are under growing pres-
sure to settle their differences
over the agenda.

Top Israeli and Palestinian offi-
cials were to hold a final prepara-
tory meeting Thursday.

The trip to Egypt would mark a
major achievement for Sharon,
whom Mubarak steadfastly has

refused to meet since the
hard-line Israeli politician be-
came prime
minister  in
2001. Israeli

radio stations
described the
invitation  to
Egypt as “his-
toric.”

The invita-
tion was of-
fered during a
hastily ~ ar-
ranged meet-
ing Wednes-
day between
Sharon and
Egyptian intelligence chief Omar
Suleiman. A day before, Sule-
iman held talks in Cairo with the
leaders of Hamas and Islamic
Jihad, Khaled Mashaal and Ra-
madan Shalah.

The intelligence chief’s unex-
pected trip to Jerusalem signaled
that he made progress in winning
a promise from the Palestinian
militant groups to halt attacks on
Israel.

Israelis and Palestinians have
taken major steps toward a
cease-fire in recent days but have
not yet agreed on a mutual truce
declaration.

Sharon

U.S. to boost
support for
Palestinians

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Eager to
help Mideast peacemaking and
combat Palestinian _poverty,
President Bush is preparing to
boost U.S. support for upgrad-
ing security forces and for
Palestinian economy.

Training needs to be im-
proved, and for peacemaking
with Israel to have a chance to
succeed the Palestinians need
more jobs and better facilities,
Bush administration officials
have concluded as Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice pre-
pares to visit the region early
next week.

Edward Abington, former
U.S. consul-general in Jerusa-
lem who is a consultant to the
Palestinians, estimated Wednes-
day that Bush and Rice were
prepared to be generous in deal-
ing with a “financial crisis” on
the West Bank and in Gaza.

Abington, in an interview,
said $50 million already ap-
proved by Congress, would be
devoted to programs to create
jobs, and that up to $150 million
‘would be sought from Congress
in the current fiscal year for
general assistance to the Pales-
tinians.
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Nuclear investigation

KIEV, Ukraine — A senior law-
maker on Wednesday called for
Ukraine’s prosecutor-general to
investigate alleged sales of nucle-
ar-capable cruise missiles to Iran
and China in violation of interna-
tional nonproliferation treaties.

The call, made in a letter by Hri-
hory Omelchenko, follows allega-
tions he made in a letter to new
President Viktor Yushchenko.

Omelchenko is a parliament
member allied with Prime Minis-
ter-designate Yulia Tymoshenko
and is a reserve colonel in
Ukraine’s intelligence service.

Yushchenko has promised a
thorough investigation of corrup-
tion and misdeeds that allegedly
flourished during his predeces-
sor’s 10 years as president.

Kabul brothel industry

KABUL, Afghanistan — Police
raided five suspected brothels in
the Afghan capital and said they
would deport more than 25 Chi-
nese women after the govern-
ment ordered a crackdown on
Kabul’s growing vice industry, an
official said Wednesday.

Abdul Jabar Sabet, a legal ad-
viser to the Interior Ministry, said
five out of 17 establishments
checked on Tuesday were broth-
els masquerading as Chinese res-
taurants.

Dozens of bars, restaurants and
guesthouses have sprung up
around Kabul since the fall of the
Taliban in 2001.

Germany terror raid

BERLIN — German police car-
ried out a series of raids Wednes-
day against individuals suspected
of providing financial and other
support to Islamic extremist activ-
ities outside the country, authori-
ti aid.

Thirty-three apartments and
four businesses were searched in
the early morning raids centered
in the southern state of Bavaria,
police said.

The action was directed prima-
rily against 24 people suspected
of supporting Islamic extremist
activities.

The individuals were aged 20 to
66, and all are legal residents in
Germany, police said.

From The Associated Press
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Experts say diseases kill
1.3 million kids each year

BY TERESA CEROJANO
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — More
than 1 million children around
the world die each year from
three diseases that cause diar-
rhea, pneumonia and neurologi-
cal disabilities but little is being
done to prevent them, health ex-
perts said Wednesday.

More than 1.3 million children
under the age of five die yearly
from rotavirus, pneumoccocal
pnuemonia and Japanese enceph-
alitis, all of which can be prevent-
ed by vaccinations, the Global Al-
liance for Vaccines and Immuni-
zation said.

Most of the deaths are in devel-
oping countries, about half of
them in Asia, said Hans Kvist of
GAVT’s pneumoccocal disease
program.

He said the scale of the prob-

lem dwarfs the Asian tsunami
that struck 11 countries on Dec.
26, 2004, killing between 158,000
t0 178,000 people. With estimates
of up to 142,000 missing, more
than a quarter-million people
may have been lost.

“It actually translates to four
tsunamis annually happening and
it is a continuous disaster going
on and nobody notices, which is
something we have to change,”
Kvist said.

Kvist said awareness of the dis-
eases among decision makers “is
basically non-existent.”

John Wecker, director of
GAVI's Rotavirus Vaccine Pro-
gram, said standard diarrhea
treatments do not work against
the virus, which causes vomiting,
fever and rapid dehydration.
Only vaccines can work against
the disease, he said.

Japanese encephalitis, a viral
disease transmitted by mosqui-
tos, has been a “a silent killer” in
Asia and is now the leading cause
of disability in the region after
polio, said Dr. Julie Jacobson, di-
rector of the encephalitis pro-
gram of PATH, a U.S -based orga-
nization working for global
health.

Wecker said a number of finan-
ciers, including the Norwegian
and British governments and the
Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, recently committed $3 bil-
lion to distribute vaccines for free
to children in poor countries.

They also plan to increase
awareness about the diseases and
encourage manufacturers to in-
crease supplies in developing
countries.

The health experts are in Ma-
nila to update regional World
Health Organization officials on
their projects.

Basque rejection sparks urgent meeting

The Associated Press

BILBAO, Spain — The Basque
government called an emergency
meeting Wednesday, a day after
the Spanish Parliament rejected
a proposal to grant the region au-
tonomy bordering on indepen-
dence, with the prospect of early
elections seen as high on the agen-
da.

Officials declined to disclose
what would be discussed in the af-
ternoon session. But for days poli-
ticians have suggested the
Basque government, aware that
the proposal would be defeated in
Madrid, might hit back by calling
early elections in the region.

Such a step could be aimed at
harnessing Basque nationalist
anger over the plan’s rejection, fo-
cusing the election campaign on
the call for more autonomy in the
hope of strengthening the posi-
tion of nationalists who had draft-
ed the proposal.

The speaker of the Basque Par-
liament, Juan Maria Atutxa, said
the decision would be made some-
time this month, but suggested it

Spain’s Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, bottom right,
listens as the Basque regional president, Juan Jose Ibarretxe, speaks

in the Spanish Parliament in Madrid on Tuesday. The Basque govern-
ment calledan emergency meeting Wednesday, after their autonomy

proposal was rejected.

was not imminent.

However, Jose Blanco, a senior
member of Spain’s rulmg Social-
ist Party, said the Basque govern-
ment would probably announce
early elections on Wednesday.

Blanco played down the impact

of such a move. He noted that
elections had to be called by May
15, and voting can be held only 50
days after elections are an-
nounced, giving the Basque gov-
ernment a margin of only a few
weeks.
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Scientist
says global
warming to
hit Africa

The Associated Press

LONDON — Rising global
temperatures will hit Africa’s
poor the hardest, reducing
their ability to deal with dis-
ease, feed themselves and
earn a living, a scientist told
an international conference
on climate change Wednes-
day.

In a paper presented to a
gathering of environmental
scientists in Exeter, southwest
England, Anthony Nyong, a
scientist from the University
of Jos, Nigeria, said that in Af-
rica global warming would in-
crease the incidence of floods
and drought, contributing to in-
creased levels of disease trans-
mission.

“Industrialized  countries
need to rapidly speed up their
effort to cut down on green-
house gas emissions to avoid
dangerous climate change
that will have a disproportion-
ate impact on Africa’s peo-
ple,” Nyong said.

Catrina Cardoso, a climate
change expert from the World
Wide Fund for Nature, said
warming of up to two degrees
Celsius would have an impact
on Africa’s fragile ecosystem.

“If global warming is not
tackled, the viability of mil-
lions of people’s livelihoods in
Africa will be undermined,”
Cardoso said.

“Without significant new re-
sources, millions of others
won’t be able to adapt to
changes that are already hap-
pening.”

Climate change would also
reduce African people’s abili-
ty to tackle illness, by wiping
out plant species used for tra-

ditional medicines, Cardoso
said.
By the 2080s, climate

change is expected to place an
additional 80 million to 120
million people at risk of hun-
ger, with 70 percent to 80 per-
cent of them living in Africa.
The hardest hit will be poor
people living in areas with low
agricultural productivity who
depend on genetic species and
ecosystem diversity to feed
themselves and support their
livelihoods.

The environmental confer-
ence, which has drawn lead-
ing climate scientists from Eu-
rope, Asia, African and Ameri-
ca, is an initiative of the Brit-
ish government, which has
made tackling global warming
a priority for its chairmanship
of the G-8 this year.

The government hopes the
conference, which ends Thurs-
day, will lead to a new interna-
tional consensus on the threat
posed by rising temperatures.
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Purple salute

Lawmaker to wear ink on finger
during State of the Union address
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A U.S. congressman from Loui-
siana is calling on his fellow lawmakers to show soli-
darity with Iraqi voters by attending the State of the
Union with purple-ink-stained fingers.

Rep. Bobby Jindal, the son of immigrants from
India, is planning to dlp a finger in purple ink before
President Bush’s State of the Union speech Wednes-
day.

Bush is delivering his speech to a joint session of
Congress and a nationwide television audience three
days after Iraq’s first free national elections in de-
cades.

Iragis who participated in Sunday’s elections had a
finger stained with purple ink to prove they had
voted.

In a letter to be circulated Wednesday among fel-
low lawmakers, Jindal, a Louisiana Republican, said
he would have ink available for anyone attending the
speech who wanted to make a gesture of support for
Iragis and “people throughout the world who seek
freedom.”

Bush was to deliver his speech Wednesday on Capi-
tol Hill, already the scene of a testy, partisan debate
over his plan o offer private retirement accounts as
part of the government pension plan, known as So-
cial Security.

His ideas for changing the 70-year-old Social Secu-

rity program scored just two sentences in last year’s
State of the Union speech.

This year, it's the signature topic of his 40-minute
speech before Congress and a nationally televised au-
dience.

Bush will devote the first half of his 40 minute
speech to domestic matters and the second half to in-
ternational issues. As for the latter, Bush will say that
the trio of elections in Iraq, Afghanistan and in Pales-
tinian territories offer evidence that democracy is ex-
panding. And he’ll reaffirm his commitment to using
diplomacy to deter the nuclear ambitions of North
Korea and Iran.

P

An Iraqi man shows off his ink-stained finger after
casting his ballot at a polling station in Jisr Diala, Iraq,
Sunday. Louisiana Rep. Bobby Jindal plans to show his
solidarity with Iragis by staining his figure purple for
the State of the Union.

On Iraq, Bush will encourage the international
community to support the Iragis following their his-
toric election last weekend, urge the international
community to help train Iragi security forces and
make the struggling nation a model for democratic
reform in the Middle East.

Although he will propose that families of U.S.
troops killed in Iraq, Afghamstan and war zones re-
ceive an extra $250,000 in government payments,
Bush is not expected to outline any exit strategy for
U.S. troops as Democrats in Congress are demand-
ing.

Coast Guard seeks
to keep ports clear
of terrorist divers

BY JEREMIAH MARQUEZ
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Coast
Guard is seeking to protect the na-
tion’s ports from terrorist attacks
by scuba divers with a sonar sys-
tem so powerful it can distinguish
swimmers from dolphins.

The security device, to be un-
veiled Wednesday, scans port wa-
ters and alerts authorities on land
to any divers. A response boat
then drops a second sonar below
the surface for confirmation and
sends back high-resolution images
“Instead of alerting us to every sea
lion, manatee or fish, this system
will help us identify objects as a
diver who just got lost or someone
who intends on doing us harm,”
Coast Guard Lt Cmdr. Alan
Tubbs said Tuesday. “To date the
Coast Guard’s law enforcement
has been mostly above water. This
is just another capability.”

Tubbs declined to discuss in de-
tail how the system actually differ-
entiates humans from animals,
how far away it can detect divers
or how many were being used.
Cost estimates for the system, de-
veloped by Coast Guard research-
ers over the last 2/ years with
outside technology, were also un-
available, he said.

The device would only be de-
ployed periodically and could
prove especially useful to inspect
waters during major public
events like welcome ceremonies

for military ships returning to
port.

Coast Guard crews have been
operating the system along the
West Coast over the past year, as
well as training with it along the
Gulf of Mexico and the East
Coast.

So far, the device has been near-
ly flawless during testing, said
Petty Officer 2nd Class Jachob
Smith.

“Our unit divers were out
to trick the system, but we haven’t
been able to yet,” Smith said.

Concerns ~ about terrorist
strikes by scuba divers were
raised three years ago after the
FBI announced it was investigat-
ing whether al-Qaida operatives
took scuba training to help blow
up ships at anchor, power plants,
bridges, depots or other water-
front targets.

The Coast Guard has no infor-
mation about any current under-
water threats, Tubbs said.

Randolph Hall co-director for
the Center for Homeland Securi-
ty at the University of Southern
California, noted that sonars have
long been used aboard subma-
rines but he was unaware of any
with sufficient resolution to tell
divers and other objects apart.

He added that scuba divers
could target ships with higher ac-
curacy than a small explo-
sive-laden boat like the one used
in the USS Cole blast that killed
17 sailors in 2000.

Gonzales support

WASHINGTON — Confirming
Alberto Gonzales as the new attor-
ney general “will resonate
throughout the Hispanic commu-
nity” despite Democratic com-
plaints that he is connected to the

Bush policies on
foreign detainees, Republicans
said Wednesday.

senators continued to
praise Gonzales through Senate
speeches the day before his confir-
‘mation vote in that chamber to be-
come the first Hispanic attorney
general. Democrats have already
said they won't filibuster the
White House counsel and former
Texas Supreme Court judge, al-
though as many as 30 could vote
against his confirmation Thurs-
day.

Clinton opposition

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Remote
as the possibility may be, former
Republican Senator Jesse Helms
wants to make sure former Presi-
dent Clinton does not lead the Unit-
ed Nations after Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi Annan retires next year.

In a fund-raising letter, Helms
invokes the specter of Clinton one
day leading the United Nations.
The letter contains a petition ask-
ing President Bush to “rebuke all
efforts by Hillary Clinton, John
Kerry, and every other liberal in
Congress to push for Bill Clinton to
become Secretary-General of the
United Nations.”

From The Associated Press

point, however.

Organizers of the event and the festivals,
concerts and craft fair in this town 65 miles
northeast of Pittsburgh say Groundhog Day is
all about the fun — and a chance to shake win-
ter’s chilly cloak.

An energetic crowd of about 2,000 people
were already assembled by 3:30 a.m. Wednes-
day. Most were bundled up against the cold,
but at least one young woman braved the
weather in a bikini top.

Nikki Wehrmann and her 9-year-old daugh-
ter, Arianne, had on layer upon layer as they

Bill Deeley holds

the

Punxsutawney Phil disappoints everyone again

BY DAN NEPHIN
The Associated Press

PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa., — Each February,
weary of the cold and wintry
weather look to an unlikely forecaster: a chub-
by groundhog known as Punxsutawney Phil.

The news Wednesday wasn’t good. Phil saw
his shadow, which in the American tradition
suggests another six weeks of winter.

He delivered the prediction after he was
pulled from his burrow in an oak stump by a
top-hatted handler, eliciting boos from the
thousands who had gathered in the cold.

“He’s only the messenger!” one of the mem-
bers of the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club —
the volunteer group in charge of Phil and the
town’s Groundhog Day festivities — remind-
ed the crowd braving the frigid weather.

The tradition that began in 1886 stems from
the Christian holiday of Candlemas, and the
belief that if a hibernating animal sees its
shadow, winter will last another six weeks. If
there’s no shadow, spring will come early.

Whether Phil sees his shadow is beside the

AP

by DuBois.

huddled over coffee and hot chocolate.
Arianne was taking the day off from school
to see Phil, her mother said. They live in near-

Phil, the

after he saw his shadow

in Puxsutawney, Pa., which, according to tradition, means there will be six more weeks of winter.

“We considered this an educational pur-
pose,” said Wehrmann, who told her daughter
about the history of Groundhog Day and plans

to have Arianne do a project on the event.
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Space Shuttle Columbia widows Evelyn Husband, left, and
Sandy Anderson get their first look at a memorial dedicat-
ed to the Columbia astronauts on Tuesday in downtown
Houston.
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Houston memorial honors
Columbia’s 7 astronauts

BY PAM EASTON
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Evelyn Husband couldn’t get her son,
Matthew, to come to breakfast. She found him staring at a
clock instead.

“He was watching the clock and remembering when ex-
actly it happened,” the widow said Tuesday, referring to
space shuttle Columbia’s disintegration over Texas short-
ly before 8 a.m. two years ago. “This is the first time he’s
done that, but he’s 9 now. He was 7 when it happened.”

Matthew’s father, commander Rick Husband, and six
other astronauts died as Columbia returned from a 16-day
science and research mission on Feb. 1, 2003.

On the second anniversary of the tragedy, Houston
Mayor Bill White and other cify officials dedicated a gran-
ite memorial in a downtown park to honor the astronauts.
A similar tribute to the seven astronauts who died in the
1986 Challenger disaster is nearby.

Husband, wearing a necklace with a shuttle emblem
she got from her husband, said she still deals with the trag-
edy every day.

“There is such a desire in my heart to return to normal

and yet this is something we are never going to be able to
forget,” she said.

Johnson Space Center Director Gen. Jefferson D. How-
ell Jr. said it was fitting that a Columbia memorial was
placed in Houston. “As most of us in Houston know, the
first word spoken from the surface of the moon was Hous-
ton,” he said.

He said Columbia’s final mission was a wonderful suc-
cess because “what they accomplished was incredible.
They just didn’t make it all the way home.”

Investigators determined the shuttle was brought down
by a hole in the leading edge of its left wing caused when a
piece of insulating foam broke off and struck the wing dur-
ing liftoff. The searing gases of re-entry entered the gash
and melted the wing from the inside out, leading to the
breakup of the orbiter.

The loss is still painful, said Jon Clark, a NASA neurolo-
gist who was married to astronaut Laurel Clark, a mem-
ber of Columbia’s final crew. “It’s not the searing heart
ripped out of your chest, it's more of just a chronic ache,”
he said.

Elsewhere in Texas, residents laid out roses during a re-
membrance ceremony in Hemphill, a small town where
shuttle debris was found after Columbia broke apart.

Rough seas torment touring students

Report
criticizes

BY JEANNETTE J. LEE
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Lauren Osgood watched as
waves and flecks of sea spray licked at the
glass on the door. But there was nothing to
hold onto.

Computers, library books and furniture
crashed to the floor and were flung against
the walls as the ship leaned like a massive met-
ronome from port to starboard and back
again.

“We were right by the exit doors on either
side, and so you could like see the waves on
the doors, which freaked me out,” said Os-
good, 21, a junior at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison who was enrolled in the Semes-
ter at Sea program that used the research ship
Explorer as a floating classroom.

“That’s kind of when I began to panic be-
cause you could see the water and realize that
you were tipping that much,” she said.

The 591-foot Explorer limped into Honolu-
Iu Harbor on Monday for repairs and inspec-
tions after passengers endured more than a
week’s worth of rough seas.

None of the students suffered injuries be-
yond bruises, but one crew member suffered
a broken leg and another a broken arm.

The ship’s seesawing motion made sleeping
difficult, so many of the nearly 700 students
were awake when a wave shattered the glass
on the ship’s bridge and three of the four en-
gines shut down early last Wednesday.

The wave also short-circuited the electronic
instruments used to steer the ship, forcing the
crew to use a compass and navigational charts
instead.

The incident occurred about 650 miles
south of Adak, Alaska, in the Aleutian Islands
and about 1,300 miles southwest of Anchor-
age.

Students said rough seas had plagued the
ship since they left Vancouver on Jan. 18 with
990 people aboard, including the students en-
rolled in a University of Pittsburgh program
designed to give them a global perspective. Tu-
ition for the program is about $20,000.

The crew distributed plastic bags for nau-
seous passengers, and students sat on the
floor during classes because the furniture was
not secured to the floor and would topple with
the ship’s movement.

“We were so used to it after a while. You'd
just be talking to someone and when you felt
the boat move, you'd just instantly grab for
something,” said Becca Leonard, 21, a junior
at the University of Southern California.

Osgood and Leonard suffered bruises but
said the experience “bonded the group.”

“It was totally not fun when it was happen-
ing, but afterward, everyone was so much
tighter,” Leonard said.

Jet skids into building

TETERBORO, N.J. — A cor-
porate jet hurtled off the end
of an airport runway Wednes-
day while attempting to take
off, speeding across a highway
and striking two cars before
slamming into a warehouse.
About 15 people were injured,
one critically, but nobody was
killed, officials said.

The injured included at least
two people in the cars, officials
said. Eleven people were on
the plane; the most seriously
injured was the pilot, who suf-
fered a broken leg, said offi-
cials, who did not disclose the
identities of the passengers or

ew.

“I think everybody at this
point is extremely lucky and
fortunate,” said acting Gov. Ri-
chard J. Codey.

One witness said a pilot
crawled out of the wreckage
and told him the crew lost con-
trol of the plane.

It was headed for Midway
Airport in Chicago when the
accident happened.

From The Associated Press

Study finds cell use by young drivers
slows reaction times, increases risk

BY LEON D’'SOUZA

The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Talking
on a cell phone makes you drive
like a retiree — even if you're
only a teen, a study shows.

A report from the University of
Utah says when motorists be-
tween 18 and 25 talk on cell
phones, they drive like elderly
people — moving and reacting
more slowly and increasing their
risk of accidents.

“If you put a 20-year-old driver
behind the wheel with a cell
phone, his reaction times are the
same as a 70-year-old driver,”
said David Strayer, a University
of Utah psychology professor and
principal author of the study. “It's
like instant aging.”

And it doesn’t matter whether
the phone is hand-held or hands-
free, he said. Any activity requir-

ing a driver to “actively be part of
a conversation” likely will impair
driving abilities, Strayer said.

In fact, motorists who talk on
cell phones are more impaired
than  drunken drivers with
blood-alcohol levels exceeding
0.08, Strayer and colleague Frank
Drews, an assistant professor of
psychology, found during re-
search conducted in 2003.

In Virginia, the Senate on Fri-
day passed a bill that would ban
motorists younger than 18 from
talking on cellular phones while
driving. Sen. Jay O’Brien said the
legislation would make Virginia
the first state to ban minors from
using mobile phones while driv-
ing a car.

The cell phone and teens study
appears in this winter’s issue of
Human Factors, the quarterly
journal of the Human Factors
and Ergonomics Society.

Strayer said they found that
when 18-to-25-year-olds were
placed in a driving simulator and
talked on a cellular phone, they
reacted to brake lights from a car
in front of them as slowly as 65- to
74-year-olds who were not using
a cell phone.

The study found that drivers
who talked on cell phones were
18 percent slower in braking and
took 17 percent longer to regain
the speed they lost when they
braked.

The new research questions
the effectiveness of cell phone
usage laws in states such as New
York and New Jersey, which only
ban the use of hand-held cell
phones while driving.

It’s not so much the handling of
a phone, Strayer said, but the fact
that having a conversation is a
mental process that can drain con-
centration.

MTV for
‘sleaze’

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — A conser-
vative advocacy group that fo-
cuses on media decency issues
slammed the cable network
MTV on Tuesday for “inces-
sant sleaze” in its youth-orient-
ed programming.

MIV viewers, many of
whom are teenagers, are ex-
posed to higher levels of sex, vi-
olence and other adult behav-
iors than what is found during
the final prime-time hour of
broadcast television, the Par-
ents Television Council said in
areport released Tuesday.

Council researchers watched
more than 170 hours of the
channel’s spring-break cover-
age during one week last March
and logged every instance of
sexual content, violence, and
drug and alcohol use.

Their report, “MTV Smut
Peddlers: Targeting Kids with
Sex, Drugs and Alcohol,”
found an average of nine sexu-
al scenes per hour throughout
the day. By comparison, the
group’s study of sex on broad-
cast television found 5.8 sexual
instances during the last hour
of prime time, when broadcast
standards are loosened slightly
because children are pre-
sumed to have gone to bed.

spokeswoman Jeannie
Kedas called the report “un-
fair” and “inaccurate,” noting
that the network had received
Peabody and Emmy awards
for programming such as
“Fight for Your Rights,” which
focused on issues such as toler-
ance and discrimination, and
“Choose or Lose,” which en-
couraged young people to vote.
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EDITOR

In vote, Iragis chose freedom

To U.S. servicemembers:

On Jan. 30 in Iraq, the world witnessed
an important moment in the global strug-
gle against tyranny, a moment that histo-
rians might one day call a major turning
point. America’s men and women in uni-
form, who were instrumental in the liber-
ation of Iraq, were there to witness this
moment as well.

During the struggle to bring freedom
to Iraq, many of you have faced difficult
times far from home. 1 suspect there
have been moments along the way when
some of you may have wondered wheth-
er the effort would be worth the cost, or
whether, even, the people you were try-
ing to help truly stood with you.

Last Sunday, the Iraqi people an-
swered those under

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349

in a resounding way — just as voters had
in Afghanistan in October. The world is
experiencing a global struggle between
freedom and fear — and you are on the
side of freedom. That’s the side to be on.
And the people of Afghanistan, and now
the people of Iraq, have chosen to stand
with you.

Consider the courage it took for the
Iraqi people to go to the polls when they
had been warned that the act of voting
could cost them and their family mem-
bers their lives. Think of the determina-
tion they must have possessed to risk be-
coming targets for bombings or behead-
ings.

And yet the Iraqis voted, millions of
them.

W Voters arrived on crutches and don-
key carts, passing by graffiti warnings on
the walls that said: “You vote, you die.”

M Iragis came to a polling station to
vote even after a rocket attack had killed
three people several hours earlier.

W Children waved Iragi flags as they
witnessed the birth of their new free sys-

em.

M Elderly women with tears in their
eyes held up their voting cards.

WAnd voters displayed  their
ink-stained fingers as badges of honor in
the fight against extremism.

Traq’s security forces also deserve rec-
ognition for their bravery and their will-
ingness, despite the threats, to wear their
country’s uniforms and to provide securi-
ty on Sunday for both the millions of vot-
ers and the thousands of election work-
ers.

These are times of consequence. In the
past few months, 50 million free people
in Afghanistan and Iraq have begun to
build new futures. They have rejected
the extremism that fuels attacks on civi-
lized people. And you have made that pos-
sible. Have no doubt: The courage and
sacrifices of U.S. forces have helped to
create the environment in which Af-
ghans and Iraqis are developing the abili-
ty to take hold of their countries.

Now these free people continue to seek
your help in building free, democratic
and peaceful nations in some of the

Dooneshury

E-mail: estripes.osd.mil

world’s most violent regions. No one trea-
sures peace more than you who have en-
dured the horrors of war.

So to all of you who are serving on free-
dom’s front lines, and to your families, I
offer my deepest appreciation and re-
spect. To those who have lost friends or
loved ones during this conflict or who
have been injured in defense of our free-
dom, find comfort in knowing that your
sacrifices have historic meaning. And
know that one day, the people of Iraq and
Afghanistan will find a way to thank you,
as I do, from the bottom of my heart.

May God bless you and may God bless
the United States.

Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of defense
Arlington, Va.

Syria trying to get rid of Sunnis

Syrian President Bashar Assad and his
Baathists support the insurgency in Irag
by permitting terrorists to easily pass
across the Syrian border. Assad has a
selfish motive: Iraq is his political dump-
ing ground; he wants Iraq to be a ceme-
tery for Sunni militants who may one day
challenge his regime.

Syria has been under the domination
of the Assads’ Alawite clan since it took
over Syria in the 1960s. The Alawites con-
sider themselves Shiite Muslims and
comprise only 11 percent of Syria. Peri-
odically, the Syrian Sunni majority has
challenged the Assad government; in
February 1982 Hafez Assad, Bashar’s fa-
ther, sent Syrian security forces to the
Sunni town of Hama. In a 27-day siege,
Alawite-led troops slaughtered more
than 10,000 Sunni townspeople as an ex-
ample to other Syrians. Now Bashar
Assad has a convenient way to rid him-
self of Sunni militants by assisting them
in their desire to enter Iraq to fight and
die in jihad.

Assad obviously prefers a political reso-
lution where Iraq is dominated by the S
ite majority, which would support his mi-
nority rule over Syria. So he and his

Baath Party gladly send Sunni “broth-
rs” to Iraq. Saudi Arabia, Egypt and
other Muslim nations pursued the same
policy when they sent their citizens to
fight and die in Afghanistan.

Let us consider possible outcomes
from Syrian terrorists who return to
Damascus, battle-hardened and capable
of rebellion. In the long term, Baathist
Syria is creating its own insurgency.
Right now, the American-led coalition is
killing those Sunni terrorists whom
Assad fears within his borders. We must
oblige him for our own survival. In the fu-
ture, however, we should expect the vet-
erans of the Iraqgi insurgency to chal-
lenge antagonists with whom they have a
long history — the governments of Syria,
Jordan, Israel and Egypt should await
the cessation of hostilities in Iraq with
caution.

President Assad knows who is enemies
are, that is why he permits hundreds of
terrorists to enter Iraq: He hopes it will
become their cemetery before they cre-
ate his.

First Lt. Mel Gagliano
New York, N.Y.

Questioning Gonzales justified

The writer of the letter “Politics drives
retired brass?” (Jan. 28) doesn’t address
the disturbing issues stated in the retired
officers’ Jan. 25 letter about the nomina-
tion of Albert Gonzales as attorney gener-
al (“Gonzales not right fit for GIs”).
Those writers outlined some disturbing
actions by Gonzales promoting torture
and extended detentions without due pro-
cess for the detainees (some who may
well be innocent of any crime).

The writer asks: “Are enemy combat-
ants without uniforms, murdering indige-
nous people and soldiers, not represent-
ing an anarchist country, and thus not
covered by the Geneva Conventions?”

‘What does this have to do with promot-
ing a U.S. policy of torture and extended
detentions? Who does get justice?

The writer asks if the retired officers
served in combat. What does that have to
do with concern about promoting torture
and extended detentions without due pro-
cess?

The writer asks whether the officers
are speaking for the majority or a select
few. What does that have to do with ques-
tioning a policy that promotes torture
and extended detentions? Do we now
need a consensus to voice a concern? Are
the officers politically motivated? Aren’t
we all?

But when a person’s actions are dis-
turbing and he is to be appointed to an of-
fice of high visibility and responsibility
representing us, shouldn’t we question
those actions and how they might reflect
on future decisions representing us?
Elected and appointed officials are not
gods or kings. They work for “We the peo-
ple.” And “We the people” should hold
them accountable for their actions.

Gordon Uscier
Wiirzburg, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Iraq bravely voted to embrace nationalism

WASHINGTON

‘ ‘ sn't it pretty to think so?” Those
concluding words of Heming-

way’s “The Sun Also Rises,” a

novel of postwar disillusion, be-
came a generation’s verbal shrug, express-

George Will

ing weary melancholy
after a war waged to

make the world safe
for democracy.

Eighty years on,
there of course remain
reasons for wondering
whether Irag’s stride
toward popular sover-
eignty will lead to a du-
rable and admirable
democracy. But it is a
humbling privilege for
the rest of us to share
the planet with the defi-
ant Iraqis who campaigned and voted, and
the coalition’s superb warriors who made
voting possible.

Democracy is more than a mechanism for
picking leaders; it is institutions of plural-
ism, and attitudes of majority forbearance
and minority acceptance. But democracy is
a mechanism for selecting leaders. Can the
leaders selected on Sunday — who must
choose by a two-thirds vote a three-person
Presidential Council, then write a constitu-
tion under which there will be another elec-
tion for new leaders, all by December —
lead toward a secular state respectful of civil
liberties? If the government generated on
Sunday cannot produce ample security —
and electricity — it will be evanescent. To
forestall majority tyranny, the new assem-
bly will reflect proportional representation
o a degree that would test the coali-

stitution, which means the Kurds or Sunnis
could.

In which case, Iraq will be back to square
one. But where exactly is that? As a commu-
nal moment, Sunday’s elections should fuel
Iraqi nationalism. Largely because of a mis-
understanding of Hitler — a racist, not a na-
tionalist; he supplanted national symbols
with party symbols — nationalism has ac-
quired a bad reputation. But nationalism —
acivic identity organized around shared his-
tory and commemorated on sacred days,
such as Jan. 30 — can trump sectarian differ-
ences, and fuse where they fracture.

Days before the voting, Abu Musab al-Zar-
qgawi, the terrorist, and Edward Kennedy,
the senator, contributed to Americans’ un-
derstanding of the struggle in Iraq — Zar-
qawi by his clarity, Kennedy by his confu-
sion. In a speech intellectually disheveled
and morally obtuse, Kennedy said, “Our mili-
tary and the insurgents are fighting for the
same thing — the hearts and minds of the
people.” His weird idea is that while the coa-
lition struggles to persuade Iragis to try de-
mocracy, with its compromises and vicissi-
tudes, the insurgents are trying to persuade
Iraqis to embrace a rival idea of social orga-
nization. Actually, the two significant fac-
tions of insurgents, who have the totalitari-
ans’ characteristic penchant for candor, do
not even pretend to value consent achieved
by persuasion.

One group, the former Baathist regime ele-
ments, aims only to return to their totalitari-
an vocation, as George Orwell understood it:
“a boot stamping on a human face — forev-
er.” These elements know that only intimida-
tion by the vilest violence can serve them.
Imagining them, as Kennedy does, as cam-
paigners for a rival doctrine is, well, weird.

building skills of a mature
ry system: Any party with even one-seven-
ty-fifth of the vote gets one of the 275 assem-
bly seats. Two-thirds of the voters in any
three of Iraq’s 18 provinces can veto the con-

The other , those with radical Is-
lam’s agenda, reject modernity root and
branch, and so reject the idea that govern-
ments derive legitimacy from the consent of
the governed. Twentieth-century totalitari-
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ans — fascists and communists — felt con-
strained to bow toward popular sovereignty
with plebiscitary forms. Not Zarqawi, who
says democracy is an “evil principle” and
“heresy itself” because the will of the gov-
erned supplants God’s will. For radical
Islam, the public’s mind deserves not re-
spect but a religious scrubbing.

Forty years ago Kennedy suffered a con-
tinuing brain cramp. He and an aging but
vocal portion of his party have no prism to
see through and no vocabulary to speak with
other than Vietnam. Hence they see the
Iraqi insurgents as another iteration of the
Viet Cong. But the Viet Cong had a market-
able model for organizing the modern world.
Marxism — “scientific socialism” — is today
as vanished as a pricked bubble, but when
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Ho Chi Minh was in Paris, it was considered
the last word in modernity, and found a
mass market. Zargawi’s “program” is a howl
of rage against modernity, promising only
different boots — clerical ones — on
same faces.

Americans are understandably weary of
hearing, “Now comes the really hard part.”
But those who said that after Baghdad fell 22
months ago were right, and those who say it
after Sunday might be. Nevertheless, getting
to, and through, Sunday was hard, and those
— Iragis, Americans and other coalition forc-
es — who did it might yet pull that country
into modernity. Isn't it pretty to think so?
George Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Final respects can celebrate an individual’s spirit

*ve been hunting only once in my life,

50 'm guessing that a new line of cam-

ouflage caskets featuring deer, ducks

or turkeys won't be appropriate for me
when I buy the farm.

Bill Tammeus

Still, T find some-
thing dppedlmg — not
appalling —  about
these camo caskets
built and sold by Ar-
kansas Casket Sales of
Heber Springs, Ark.
(www.camocasket.
com). I like the notion
that we can tug on
Death’s cape and cele-
brate — even a little
whimsically — the life
of the one who has

ied. ...

These 18-gauge steel, gasketed, $2,995 cas-
kets come in “natural” and “evergreen,” and
co-owner Ruth Ann Graves (the perfect last
name to own a casket company) says they
have been “well-received. We've had a few
sales. We feel like we're getting there, but
it’s just been hard getting the word out.”

Her husband, Hugh Graves, says camo
caskets fit into the move toward more-per-
sonalized funerals.

“Things are changing from the old morbid
way of gruesome funerals,” he says. “It's a
time to celebrate.” And yet he adds this:
“We strictly are serious about this. Death is
serious. When it happens to your family, it
hurts. But we do something for the family
that actually helps them.”
ut, he acknowledges, “It's not for every-
body.’ 3

And yet everyone — whether people of

faith or people who stay as far away from re-
ligion as possible — eventually must face
death. And there are honored traditions
about how we say farewell and — depending
on the religion, if any — about how we under-
stand death.

But even in the most somber cultures,
there surely is space at the end of a life to
say, “This is part of who this person was.” ...

When my father died 13 years ago, we
chose a big-boned, wooden casket that re-
flected his gentle masculinity. When my
mother died almost nine years ago, our
choice was a soft, pinkish metal that spoke of
alove of beauty and her feminine qualities.

I hope to avoid putting my survivors

through such a choice by being cremated
and having my ashes buried on the grounds
of my church. But .... I agree with Hugh and
Ruth Ann Graves that there is a lot of room
for expressions of individuality in funerals.

One reason is that religious tradition in al-
most all cultures for centuries has viewed
life as an enormous and precious gift.

It's one reason, for example, that all major
religions approve of organ and tissue dona-
tion so that one who is dying may help ex-
tend life for others. There certainly are dif-
ferent approaches ... but the overwhelming
emphasis is on the value of preserving life
and passing it on.

Insome ways, that’s because religions rec-

ognize that the mysterious reality of life it-
self is not something individuals own, exact-
ly. ...Doing something a little odd — such as
choosing a casket decorated with hunting
camouflage — is ... another way of affirming
life as a joyous gift.

And speaking of affirmations, I've been
thinking a little more about a casket to honor
newspaper columnists. Headlines are fine,
as well as some reprinted columns, but in-
stead of a phone number and e-mail address
at the end of the columns, I'd use a line that
says: “You can comment on this column
when you get to wherever the columnist has
gone.”

Bill Tammeus is a columnist
for The Kansas City (Mo.) Star.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Clinic in trouble

BONNERS FERRY —

In 18 months, a mo-
bile health clinic has provid-
ed basic medical care and
dentistry to more than 2,500
low-income northern Idaho
residents. Now the pro-
gram’s federal grant is set
to expire and its organiz-
ers are asking three com-
munity clinics to take
over the project. -

Grave holdup

ALEXANDRIA — An elder-

ly man was robbed while
visiting his wife’s grave, Fairfax
County police said.

The 83-year-old victim was
robbed after removing a wreath
from his wife’s grave at the Nation-
al Memorial Gardens on Lee High-
way.

The robber shoved something
into the victim’s back and demand-
ed he be taken somewhere to get
money. The victim tried to hit his
attacker but was overpowered and
pushed to the ground. The victim
was forced into the car, where he
gave the robber some cash. The
robber got out and ran away.

Man giving away arcade

CLAREMONT — A local

businessman is so set on
seeing the city center revitalized,
he wants to give away his
6-week-old video arcade to free
himself up to start another busi-
ness.
Nick Koloski says he wants to
hand over the keys to Jester’s
Coun and he doesn’t want a penny
for

Koloskl said his plan is to sign
over the lease to someone interest-
ed in running the shop. The space
is rented, as are most of the video
games, 50 the new owner would as-
sume the expenses.

Koloski says his goal is to have a
hand in filling the remaining
empty storefronts in downtown
Claremont, and he doesn’t want to
be committed to one business
while trying to do that.

Elephant stomps trainer

FORT WAYNE — An ele-
phant being loaded onto a
truck trampled a circus animal
trainer to death at Memorial Colise-
um, police said.
ree handlers were loading the
elephants crews packed up from
the Shrine Circus, Fort Wayne tele-
vision station WISE reported. Two
of the workers left the trailer and
one man stayed behind to lock the
trailer door.

Police believe the elephant
crushed the man, who was found
later by a Coliseum worker. He
died from blunt force trauma to
the chest at a hospital a few hours
after being found, police said.

Police said they did not know
how many times the elephant
stepped on the man, whose name
was not released.

Pooh royalties suit
LOS ANGELES — The fam-

will appeal a judge’s dismissal of
its long-running royalties dispute
with The Walt Disney Co., an attor-

ney for the family said.
“We do think that the judge’s rul-
ing was incorrect,” attorney

Steven Sherr said.

In March, Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge Charles McCoy threw
out the case brought by Stephen

ROUNDUP

Slesinger Inc., ruling the company
illegally obtained confidential doc-
uments from Disney offices and
trash.

The judge dismissed the 13-
year-old lawsuit with prejudice,
meaning the company cannot sue
again on the claim that Disney
owed millions of dollars in royal-
ties for Pooh movies released on
DVD.

p. a4 dad

der, robbery, attempt-
ed robbery and weap-
ons possession. He
was remanded with a
court date set for Tues-
prosecutors  said.
Calls to Fleming’s attor-
ney, Dennis Murphy, were
not immediately returned.
Assistant District Attor-
ney Robert Hettleman said
Fleming could face life in pris-
on and possibly the death pen-
alty, if convicted.

Police Commissioner Ray-
mond Kelly announced the ar-
rest following four days of news
coverage about Minnesota trans-
plant Nicole duFresne and her vio-
lent death in a once-gritty neigh-

now known for hip night-
spots. He credited callers to a tele-
phone hot line with providing sev-
eral valuable leads.

Education act aids pupils

HONOLULU — The No

Child Left Behind Act let al-
most 700 students transfer to bet-
ter schools last fall, education offi-
cials said. That's up from about
150 the previous year. The act al-

RALEIGH — Two para-
medics who mistakenly de-
clared an accident victim dead had
their credentials suspended.
Paramedics Wade Kearney II
and Paul Kilmer had their creden-
tials suspended for rules viola-
tions, according to the state Office
of Emergency Medical Service.
They are among four paramedics
who have been suspended with

pay.

Larry Green, 29, was struck by a
car and pronounced dead at the
scene. Two hours later, a medical
examiner at morgue saw
Green take a shallow breath and re-
alized he was alive. Green remains
in critical condition.

Arrest in actress’s death

NEW YORK — A 19-

year-old Staten Island man

was arrested and charged in the

murder of an aspiring actress on
Manhattan’s Lower East Side.

During an arraignment, Rudy

Fleming was charged with mur-

Praying for homeless

Matthew Tarlecki, a Buddhist
student, prays during the
Covenant of Compassion rally in
San Francisco. Participants
carried crosses bearing the names
of homeless people who perished
on the streets of San Francisco

in 2004.

lows 1 students to leave
schools posting low standardized
test scores for at least two years in
arow.

Family offers reward

BISMARCK —  Family

members of a slain couple
are offering a $5,000 reward in the
case, saying they have lost confi-
dence in state authorities investi-
gating the deaths.

The slayings of Norman and
Yvonne Olson have puzzled offi-
cials from the start. Norman, 73,
and Yvonne, 69, disappeared on
Aug. 14, leaving behind cash and
credit cards, and food on the kitch-
en counter.

No trace of them was found until
early November, when an off-duty
police officer discovered the bod-
ies while hunting northwest of Het-
tinger. Authorities have said they
are unsure if anyone other than the
couple was involved in the shoot-

The Olson family has issued a
statement saying, “Investigators
prejudged the case very early on
as a murder-suicide, despite unad-
dressed questions and details to
the contrary, and that this bias has
hindered a thorough investigation
of all possibilities.”

Spelling bee back on

LINCOLN — School offi-

cials have reversed their de-
cision keeping students out of a
statewide spelling bee, which they
had decided to skip due in part to
concerns about the children’s feel-
ings.

Lincoln’s  four  elementary
schools and its middle school will
hold school spelling bees, and the
winners will face off in a district-
wlde bee, the school department

“It 's something that a lot of peo-
ple have an interest in doing, so
we're going to do it,” said Schools
Superintendent John Tindall-Gib-
son.

After last year’s spelling bee,
school principals indicated
didn’t want to take part agam
They told the assistant superinten-
dent they felt the bee hurt chil-
dren’s self-esteem, and conflicted
with the Bush administration’s No
Child Left Behind education law
because it didn’t allow all students
to succeed.

Abby Garner, it for the Nation-
She dOeS WlndOWS al M’l’ssls’s“er aq;::‘;ln:;nn? anidw"

PP
Aquarium in Dubuque, lowa, cleans the windows of a large fish tank.

Jared Glisson, 3, tries to throw a
football while wearing a full-sized
uniform at the NFL Experience in Jacksonville, Fla.

He'll grow into it
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3 High atop the Cruise-Scroggs
Strawberry Hill topped 2 oon Sauberry i
roofers Larry Brown, left, and Peadar O'Neill pause as they finished a
section of the roof in Kansas City, Kan. The Queen Anne-style mansion,
built in 1887, houses the Strawberry Hill Museum and Cultural Center.

A newborn Angolan Colobus monkey at the
A tough Stal’t Abilene Zoo rests against a stuffed animal
inside an incubator on loan from Abilene Regional Medical Center in
Texas. The female monkey was delivered through a Caesarean section
and needed an incubator because her mother was rejecting her.

Need dinner company?

Happy birthday

Rudy, a gorilla at the Erie Zoo in
Erie, Pa., turned 49 this week.
Rudy is believed to be the oldest
captive lowland gorilla in the world,
according to the International
Species Information System.

Night lights

Car ights from

South Shore shooting

RANDOLPH — A man

was shot and killed outside
a South Shore dance club in what
authorities called the town’s first
street killing in more than a de-
cade.

Joseph Lopes, 23, was shot after
he left the Copa Grande when the
club closed, Norfolk District Attor-
ney William Keating said.

Lion-cub grabbers fined

ESTES PARK — A
65-pound  mountain lion
cub — guessed to be about 4 or 5
months old — was picked up by
three friends on the way home
from dinner.
When they saw the cub, “It
looked up as if to say, ‘Help me,” ”
said one of the men, Jason Lee

They declded to take the animal
to a veterinary clinic. En route,
they flagged down a Boulder Coun’
ty sheriff's deputy, and a wildlife
officer was called.

The sheriff’s deputy told the
men he smelled marijuana. Laird
suggested it was because the cat
had relieved itself in the back of
his Jeep, but he and one of his
friends were ultimately ticketed
after Deputy Jeff Canton told
them, “Mountain lions don’t smoke
marijuana,” according to the inci-
dent report.

The cub had to be euthanized
later, wildlife officials said.

CONCORD — New Hamp-
shire drivers are benefiting
from increased competition among
auto insurers, officials say. Seven
of 11 auto insurance companies
that have filed rate change re-
quests with the state so far this
year have asked for decreases.
That compares with five of 25 in
2004 and none the year before, ac-
cording to the state Department of
Insurance.

Concerns over e-mail use

LITTLE ROCK — Some
House members say their
should refrain from

entering Decatur, Ala., reflect off

readmg e-mail during leg:slanve
d focus on the

the waters of the River.
The commuters are driving south
on the Highway 31 causeway.

e Y s

Looking for a meal of bait or leftover fish, a sea lion climbs on
board a boat at the Petro Marine dock in Kodiak, Alaska.

Huuse Speaker Bill Stovall says
he wants legislators to be able to
use laptops in chambers to check
on pertinent bills. But he’s con-
cerned about legislators being dis-
tracted from floor debate by
e-mails from constituents, journal-
ists and others.

Law comes with price

LOUISVILLE — A Jeffer-
son Circuit judge is giving
Louisville’s adult businesses until
March 9 to comply with a strict
new adult entertainment law, pro-
viding they post a $25,000 bond.
That will give the case a chance
to reach the state Court of Appeals.
The ordinance prohibits nudity, re-
quires adult entertainment busi-
nesses to close by 1 a.m. and stipu-
lates that dancers to remain at
least 6 feet from patrons.

Where the buffalo roam

RAPID CITY — A buffalo

that escaped from an auc-
tion ended up in a dressing room at
the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center,
where it spent a couple of hours
staring into a mirror.

The buffalo jumped over a steel
panel Sunday morning during the
Black Hills Stock Show & Rodeo,
went down an alley and got into the
dressing room reserved for visit-
ing sports teams, said Brian Mal-
iske, the civic center's general
manager.

“The door happened to be un-
locked and he pushed the door
open and went in,” Maliske said.

Once the sale ended, a rodeo
crewmember coaxed the buffalo
out of the dressing room and back
into captivity.

Too close for comfort

TOLEDO — About one in

four registered sex offend-
ers in Lucas County lives closer
to a school than allowed by state
law, The Blade newspaper report-
ed.

Sex offenders aren’t supposed to
live within 1,000 feet of a school,
but police officers say it can be dif-
ficult to get a court order to force
offenders to move.

No more weather man

'WILLISTON — The Nation-

al Weather Service says a
technology upgrade at its station
here will allow warnings and other
reports to go on the air quicker. A
computer-generated voice system
will read the Williston station’s
radio broadcasts.

Meteorologist Rick Krolak said
the Williston station was the last in
the country to abandon broadcasts
read by people.

Mom jailed over fines

ANGLETON —  Susan

Manis was surprised when
two Brazoria County deputies
showed up at her home with a war-
rant for her arrest.

Manis said she was handcuffed,
put in a patrol car and taken to jail.
“I just cried at first,” she said.

Her husband, Steve, contacted a
judge, who called the jail and or-
dered her release.

The warrant stemmed from
Manis missing a monthly payment
on fees and fines levied agamst one
of her sons when he was a juvenile.

“I accepted responsibility for
them,” said Manis, who agreed in
court to make a payment.

An unwelcome surprise

NY CENTER MORICHES —
Christopher Runyan’s fa-
ther Paul, 77, died at Central Suf-
folk Hospital last week. The hospi-
tal was supposed to have turned
his belongings over to Sinnickson’s
Moriches Funeral Home, which in
turn gave the bag to Runyan’s
wife, Andrea.

But Runyan later smelled a foul
stench coming from the bag and
when he opened it, he discovered a
leg with a toe tag attached. At first
he thought it was his father’s be-
cause he had an arm amputated in
an attempt to save him.

But a blue toe tag attached to the
leg indicated it belonged to a com-
pletely different person.

“The stench that came out al-
most knocked me over,” Runyan
told the Daily News. “I turned total-
ly white.”

Suffolk  County police Sgt.
George Kelly said Tuesday that in-
vestigators determined that the leg
belonged to a patient who died Jan.
13. “We believe it was just a case of
human error,” Kelly said.

Photos and stories from wire reports
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New Age guru
takes on violence

Author Deepak Chopra says individuals
must be responsible for creating peace

BY JUSTIN GLANVILLE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — It's an incongru-
ous image: Deepak Chopra, lead-
er of a spiritual movement that
has introduced millions of Ameri-
cans to the benefits of positive
thinking, waving a cell phone in
the air as he lists its capacities for
destruction.

“I could be sitting anywhere in
the world and move a few elec-
trons from here, and Ill interfere
with the power grid for the entire
state of New York,” he says. “Or
T'll interfere with air traffic sig-
nals so no plane can land at JFK.
What is military power going to
do then?”

Chopra hasn’t snapped. He’s ex-
plaining what he sees as the inef-
fectiveness of conventional war-
fare in an age when terrorists can
wreak havoc without a single
armed troop.

What's needed instead, he says,
is a return to the ancient principle
that peace begins within: Just as
individuals can now perpetrate
mass violence, individuals must
also take responsibility for creat-
ing world peace.

That's the message of Chopra’s
new book, “Peace Is the Way,”
which offers seven daily practic-
es that he says will create inner
peace and, by extension, a more
placid world.

Is it naive to think enough peo-
ple will adopt his ideas to make a
difference? “We have to try. If you
ask anybody on the street, ‘Do you
want peace of mind in your life
and in your reldllonshlps"’ nubody
is going to say no,”
nify that a few million llmes =
that’s what we need.”

It’s that steadfast optimism that
has become Chopra’s trademark.

He has made a career of pur-
veying hope, earning an estimat-

ed $10 million to $15 million by
selling 20 million copies of his 40
books and operating a successful
wellness center in California.

His legions of fans include the
Dalai Lama, former Nobel laure-
ates Desmond Tutu, Betty Will-
iams and Oscar Arias, and former
U.N. Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, whose endorse-
ments fill the first few pages of
“Peace Is the Way.”

He has also become the unoffi-
cial television spokesman of the
New Age movement, appearing

&k We reach for war
the way a
chain-smoker
reaches for a
cigarette,
muttering all the
while that we
have to quit. ¥y

Deepak Chopra

on scores of TV talk shows each
year, from “The Oprah Winfrey
Show” to “The O’Reilly Factor.”
It's easy to see why. Wearing a
pair of rainbow-framed reading
glasses and speaking in a voice
that rarely deviates from a sing-
song cheerfulness, Chopra comes
across as casual and approach-
able. During a recent interview in
a lounge at his midtown Manhat-
tan apartment building, he is
dressed in a sweater and slacks
and weighs a few pounds more
than the average health expert.
True to his image as an unflap-
pable guru, Chopra — who's
about 58 but doesn’t remember
exactly when he was born — says

notoriety doesn’t faze him. He
says he leads a normal family life
with his wife, Rita, and has two
grown children and a grand-
daughter.

His previous writings have in-
structed readers how to adopt a
positive attitude to combat chron-
icillnesses such as addiction or in-
somnia, and in “Peace Is the
Way” Chopra treats violence in
similar terms.

“Like any habit, war has worn a
groove in our minds,” he writes in
the first chapter. “We reach for
war the way a chain-smoker
reaches for a cigarette, muttering
all the while that we have to quit.”

1t may surprise some, but Chop-
ra is writing from personal experi-
ence. In the mid-1980s, when he
was chief of staff of New England
Memorial Hospital near Boston,
Chopra was on the brink of an
emotional breakdown. He drank,
smoked and was a self-described
caffeine addict. In desperation,
he turned to yoga and meditation
to relieve his stress, and began to
see their positive contrast to the
“pill-pushing” he says he did as a
conventional doctor.

He also traveled to India,
where he was born and earned
his medical degree. There, he
met Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, a
meditation teacher and spiritual
leader who famously served as
guru to The Beatles in the 1960s.
The Maharishi introduced Chop-
ra to Ayurvedic medicine, which
uses herbal mixtures to stave off
illness.

After returning to the United
States, Chopra founded an
Ayurvedic health center in 1985,
the same year he quit his hospital
job. He started writing books, with
the first, “Creating Health,” ap-
pearing in 1987. His breakthrough
success came with “Ageless Body,
Timeless Mind,” published in

AP

Best-selling author Deepak Chopra talks about his new book, “Peace is
the Way,” during a December interview in New York. The book takes on

the subject of

lence, a first for the New Age guru. Chopra has sold

more than 20 million copies of his 40 books.

1993, in which he argued that peo-
ple could slow the aging process
through meditation, better diet and
self-affirmation exercises.

In 1996, he opened The Chopra
Center in La Jolla, Calif. A day
spa at the center offers massages,
aromatherapy other
35-minute treatments ranging in
price from $95 to $185; seminars
and retreats with titles like “Re-
newal Weekend” and “Journey
Into Healing” are also available.

As Chopra’s fame and financial
success grew, he began to sever
his ties to the Western medical es-
tablishment, letting his medical li-
censes expire in Massachusetts
and California.

Recently, he has even made

some amends with the medical
community. He teaches a course
at Harvard Medical School once a
year, and he says courses at The
Chopra Center are now certified
by the American Medical Associa-
tion. He is again a licensed medi-
cal doctor in California, though
he rarely sees individual patients.
“I was criticized, called a fraud
it was a very cantankerous and
antagonistic  relationship [with
the medical mainstream]. So I ba-
sically left. Now I get constantly
invited to give talks at medical
schools, and professional societ-
ies are giving me honorary mem-
berships,” he says with a laugh,
and shrugs.
“I guess we've come full cir-
cle.”

NBA star against drugs

Denver Nuggets star Carmelo Anthony
will assist a campaign against drugs and vi-
olence following criti-
cism of his appear-
ance in a DVD that

warned witnesses
about working with
the police.

Maryland state and
federal officials ap-
proached  Anthony,
hoping his _celebrity
would be a draw.

The DVD, titled
“Stop Snitching,” has Anthony
circulated in Balti-

more since November. Anthony, a Balti-
more native, appears briefly, standing next
to a man who warns that anyone who tips
off police about drug deals will “get a hole

in his head.” Anthony doesn’t respond to
any of the comments on tape but appears
in the DVD’s credits.

Anthony later said he doesn’t approve of
the DVD’s contents and didn’t know it was
being made.

“I'm completely against violence and
drugs — that’s not me,” Anthony told The
Washington Post. “I just want to get the
word out. I've lost friends to violence. I
would never support anybody harming any-
one.”

Keanu Reeves get a star

Keanu Reeves, who traveled through
time in “Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure”
and took on humanity’s machine conquer-
ors in “The Matrix” films, has received a
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Reeves, 40, was honored with the star
Monday for a career that includes movies
such as the action
thrillers “Speed” and
“Point Break,” the ro-
mances “Something’s
Gotta Give” and “A
Walk in the Clouds,”
and the dramas “Little
Buddha” and “My
Own Private Idaho.”
His star was placed
along Hollywood Bou-
levard near where
some action scenes in
“Speed” were shot.
‘The honor came just weeks before the re-
lease of his next movie, “Constantine,”
adapted from the DC Comics series.
Reeves stars as the title character, a man
with visions of angels and devils on Earth
who battles to dispatch demons back to the

Reeves

underworld.

‘Medium’ coming back

NBC will brmg back the midseason
drama “Medium”
a second season, lhe
network announced.
The show, which
premiered just weeks
earlier, has received
good ratings. It stars
Patricia Arquette as a
woman who solves
crimes through her
dreams and visions.
Besides the full sec-
ond season pickup,
dd

“Medium”  will Arquette

a
three more episodes to the already planned
13 episodes.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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To Ramsey, plastic is artificial wealth

Adviser wrote the book

on living a d

BY RICH COPLEY
Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader

LEXINGTON, Ky. — In a mi-
crowave society, Dave Ramsey
recommends patience.

For a material world, he advo-
cates modest living to build
wealth and then giving a lot of it
away.

“We’re not going to advocate
something that doesn’t work just
to sell a book,” Ramsey says. “Sac-
rifice and being intentional with
your money is what works.”

For cutting against the grain
and defying convention, the Nash-
ville, Tenn.-based financial advis-
er has earned two appearances
on The New York Times’ best-sell-
er list, profiles on “60 Minutes”
and in Guideposts magazine, and
a radio show now heard on more
than 200 stations in the States.

On the show, Ramsey advo-
cates debt-free life and fields
calls from listeners who’ve made
five-, even six-figure mistakes.

He knows how they feel.

“T've done stupid, and I know
what stupid looks like, and paid
stupid tax,” Ramsey says.

What he did, speclﬁcally, was
become a millionaire by age 26 by
buying real estate. But he did it
by going $4 million into debt.

When the loans were called in
after the bank was sold, he lost ev-

ebt-free life

erything by age 30. In a vignette

m his second Times best-seller,
“The Total Money Makeover

Ramsey recalls having a J

in his driveway that wouldn’t run

because he couldn’t afford to fix

Gomg too deep into debt is
something Ramsey says most peo-
ple are doing today, and while he
doesn’t forecast a national finan-
cial upheaval, he does see fami-
lies enduring their own “Great
Depressions.”

“When Joe and Suzie Wal-Mart
are 30 days of a job layoff from
being repo’ed, 90 days from being
foreclosed on and their best hope
for retirement is Social Insecuri-
ty, hey, this isn’t a plan,” Ramsey
says.

“The Total Money Makeover”
is Ramsey’s step-by-step prescrip-
tion for financial health and
wealth.

“Debt is the most aggressively
marketed product in our culture,”
Ramsey says. “There were 5.2 bil-
lion credit card offers in mailbox-
es last year; 78 percent of the cars
that leave the lot will be
‘ﬂeeced ’” Ramsey’s term for

One of the first steps in Ram-
sey’s money makeover is cutting
up credit cards. Well, you could
also shoot them, puree them or
run them over with a lawn
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“Debt is the most aggressively marketed product in our culture,” says

Dave Ramsey, a Nash

e, Tenn.-based financial adviser and radio host

who created what he calls the Total Money Makeover system.

mower. Ramsey regularly gets
calls from people who want to do
an on-air “plastectomy” in a vari-
ety of ways.

He tells people to go to a
cash-based lifestyle, so as not to
live beyond their means.

The makeover includes steps
that involve building up cash re-
serves for emergencies, paying
off debts ranging from credit
cards to home mortgages and
makmg inveslmems such as mu-
tual fun

“Deb& ues up your greatest
wealth-| bulldmg tool, which is
your money,” Ramsey says.

People who have succeeded in
freeing themselves from debt by
following the plan get to celebrate
on air yelling, “I'm free!” as Ram-
sey plays Mel Gibson's William
Wallace shoutmg “Freedom!” in

In addmon to the money make-
over, Ramsey s0 created Fi-
nancial Peace University, a

course used by many groups, par-
ticularly churches.

There’s a strong Christian un-
dercurrent to Ramsey’s show, in-
cluding bumper music from
Christian pop acts such as Jars of
Clay and the daily exhortation,
“The only way to financial peace
is to walk daily with the Prince of
Peace.”

“It’s part of who I am,” Ramse;
says of the Christian content of
his work. “It’s not because I want
to be a televangelist and wish I
had more hair. It's simple: Person-
al finance is 80 percent behavior,
it’s only 20 percent head knowl-
edge. To ignore the spiritual in a
behavior problem is very naive.”

msey also regularly says
debt is not biblical.

“It’s not a sin, it’s not, ‘You're
going to hell because you use a
MasterCard,”” he says. “But
every time ns mentioned in the
Bible, it’s a negative mention —
you're a slave, it's a curse, you're
stupid.”

While it’s not marketed like
“Get rich in 30 days” schemes,
Ramsey’s prescription has wealth
as its endgame. And one of the
greatest things about wealth, he
says, is giving money away.

“There’s only so much stuff you
can gather up,” Ramsey says.
“The most fun you can have with
money is giving it. It's a blast.”

He cites a friend who is a multi-
millionaire who annually goes to
a toy store at Christmas with his
kids, buys a tractor-trailer load of
bicycles and gives them to chil-

n in a poor neighborhood.

Another friend, he says, gave
four-figure checks to workers
heading off to help victims of the

ian tsunami so they could buy
supplies

Of course, Ramsey gives away
a lot of advlce which he finds
deeply graufym

“T'll get people who call in and
say things like, “You saved my
marriage,’ ” Ramsey says. “Well,
I didn’t save your marriage — the
information

“T'm just able to present the in-
formation in a fun, entertammg
way, and it’s rewarding.”
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Money tip of the day

Inappropriate talk at work

BY JUSTIN BACHMAN
The Associated Press

Is your workplace akin to a frat
house or locker room more often
than a place of serious business?

More than a third of us, 34 per-
cent, have heard sexually inappro-
priate remarks at work, accord-
ing to a survey of workers.

But those who talk apparently
are cautious about whom they’re
addressing: Racial slurs also lin-

percent of whites said
they’d heard one at work, more
than three times the percentage
reported by black employees. Al-
most a quarter of workers also
said they’d heard age-related ridi-
cule at work, but only 13 percent

of workers over age S4 said
they’d heard such comments.

The largest decline in reported
ridicule or verbal abuse came in
the area of sexual orientation,
with 20.2 percent saying they had
heard such comments, down
from 24.4 percent in the previous
survey a year ago.

“It seems that sexual com-
‘ments are still thought less objec-
tionable than, say, ethnic or
race-related insults,” said Mike
Hyter, president and CEO of No-
vations/J. Howard & Associates,
a Boston-based consulting and

training firm.

The results are from telephone
interviews with 632 employed
adults.
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Friday lows in the 30s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the upper 30s to mid 40s, Friday
Tows in the mid to upper 30s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the upper 30s to mid 40s, Friday
lows in the low 20s to low 30s.

Hungary: Partly to mostly cloudy.
Highs in the 30s, Friday lows in the
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Horoscope

The sun and Neptune dance
closely this aftemoon, unearthing
something that was buried in the
subconscious. This could
be as simple as “I forgot to
pick up my dry cleaning
last week!” or as profound
as “So that's what my
mother meant when she
told me that story when |
was 6!” Acting on the
impulse of this discovery is
exceedingly lucky.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 3). There's
drama around you, but
your brilliant handling of
conflict is what sets you apart this
year. The turmoil is really your
opportunity to step in and take your
“game” to a whole new level. Your
income leaps up, and so does your
self-esteem in the next 10 weeks.
Singles find that romance with a
Taurus or Gemini boosts energy in
many areas of life.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Your utter uniqueness is featured,
and you don't have to do a thing
besides be yourself. Ah, but there's
the rub. Who are you? The ques-
tion that was once so easily an-
swered is now puzzling.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're doing your part to wipe out
a stain of sorts. You probably didn't
cause the mess, but being the
responsible soul you are, you step
up to make things right. Your re-
wards will be great.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). It
was Napoleon who said, “It is with
baubles that men are led.” Medals,
titles and uniforms play a part in
your motivation toward a goal, but
make sure that such trappings are
not your primary motivation

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Mental alertness and physical
agility go hand in hand. You're
downright sprightly! Don't waste
this fantastic energy on mundane
tasks. Go deeper into finding your
purpose, and see if that doesn't
change your schedule.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
leam from the giants now. Some of

them are dead, and you must read
about them, but others are alive,
and this is the perfect time to write
them! A fan letter could open up
your world.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're impatient to skip
ahead. When your skills
are so exceptional that
everyone notices, and
your attitude is so posi-
tive that you bring every-
one else up, too, high-
er-ups can't help but
promote you.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Examine
your legacy. The dreams
of your father or mother
are being played out in
your life in some way. It's
lucky to give credit where credit is
due and also to realize what is
yours.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
‘When love comes too quickly
forward, your instinct is to take
quick steps back. Bt if you rush
forward, too, you might find that
you've got more control of the
situation. Seize your power.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Recent technological develop-
ments are a big help — that is, if
you take the time to learn properly.
However, a haphazard approach to
leaming could cause you more
trouble than good. Be thorough.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). The key to exuding confi-
dence is doing your homework. A
job or client opportunity that comes
your way needs to be researched
— this is important. Someone with
a crush on you wil reveal a bit of it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Accept goodhearted gestures of
kindness from others. Don't be
surprised if a friend comes over to
help you with the baby-sitling,
laundry and finding a date for the
‘wedding all in one fell swoop.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
If you're truly doing your best to
expand your horizons, you'll feel
like a fish out of water. So just
know that some degree of discom-
fort is necessary to the evolutionary
process. Good for you.

Holiday Mathis

Creators Syndicate
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12 Icicle’s place
13 Avail oneself of
14 Exceptional

15 Home, in today's
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Across 57 Started 21 Actor Wallach
1 Out of play 58 Busy with 24 Mis' neighbors
5 Eminem’s genre 25 Intensify
8 Jog Down 26 Duct tape,

1 Enté's style maybe?

2 Count counterpart 28 Evergreen

3 Champing at 29 Whoppers, e.g.
the bit 30 Gun the engine

4 Red-ink entries 31 Pigs’ digs

16 f;g"g”m 5 Wheretoseea 36 Pact
17 Unonginal one rock quartet? 37 Rocky height
18 Gottrsen 6 Blond shade 38 Duarted tree
yoars 7 Juror, 41 Constitution's
20 o theoretically first word
22 Mo turkey 8 Dire 42 Manias
9 — movement 43 Lotion additive
23 Cover (sleep 44 Sailing vessel
24 Web site list, phenomenon) 46 “Phooey!”
often 10 Sandwich treat 47 Give off
27 Cops 1 Gull's cousin 48 Start over
32 —Darya 19 “And I should 51 The buck stops
33 Inlet care, why?" here
34 still

Answer to Previous Puzzle

preceder

50 — Annie
(“Oklahoma!”
role)
52 Unaltered
3 Porter’s
“Let's —"
54 Court
5 Saharan
6 Alluring
2-3 CRYPTOQUIP
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OBAFP PBDIOCIAI IVPI YS
JTKCS, T SYFI TS Cl’P
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SHE JUST CANNOT
TAKE A JOKE! I SUGGEST SHE GET CHECKED
FOR AN IRONY DEFICIENCY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Cluc: J equals N
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Many theories for helping ‘Papa’ JUMIEBLE

Dear Abby: Your advice to
“Fed Up in N.Y.,” whose fa-
ther-in-law scoots off in his
motorized wheelchair to the
local bar a mile away and re-
turns home drunk, missed one
point. The bar has a legal respon-
sibility not to allow cus-
tomers to leave drunk,
and instead of serving
drunk customers, to cut
them off.

“Fed Up” should go to
the bar with the police
and inform the bartend-
er and management that
the next time they “over-
serve” “Papa Jake,”
she’ll see to it that the
New York state liquor
license people get an
earful, and if anything
happens to Papa Jake, or he
causes injury to anyone in his
drunken condition on the way
home, the bar will share in that
responsibility.

T'll bet a gin and tonic after
that the bar will cut Papa Jake
off long before he gets drunk.

Dear Abby

— David j. in San Francisco
Dear David J: That may be
true in California, but I'm not
sure it's so in every state. Your
ne,

isan ol
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lem, AA could be helpful. (And
so could Al-Anon for “Fed Up”
and her husband.) They might
also consider contacting the

GINES

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

and it's certainly worth making
an inquiry to the beverage con-
trol board in that woman’s state.

Dear Abby: why
didn’t you suggest
counseling for that
poor man? Obviously,
Papa Jake is widowed
and has too much idle
time on his hands.
After he has been
given a thorough physi-
cal and mental evalua-
tion, he needs to be
introduced to AA, as
well as activities that
could spark his creative talents.
— Jessica in Tennessee

Dear Jessica: I'm sure that at
the time of his stroke and after-
ward, Papa Jake received physi-
cal and neurological evalua-
tions. However, if he’s willing to
admit he has an alcohol prob-

Stroke
which maintains a listing of
telephone support groups fc
stroke survivors, their families,
friends and interested profes-
sionals. The toll-free number is
888-4STROKE.

Dear Abby: As a follow-up to
the letter from “Fed Up in
N.Y.,” whose father-in-law was
using his motorized scooter to
travel to a bar, I suggest that she
or her husband the

©2005 Trbune Media
Al Fights Reserved
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rvices. Inc

battery to his scooter. I hope this
is helpful.

— Philip C., Houston

Dear Philip: It might prove
helpful, but only as a last resort.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Support mom’s choice of boyfriend

Dear Annie: 1am in
my early 20s and am now
living with my mother
after having been on my
own for a while. Mom
has been seeing a man
named “Dan” for two
years, and I just found
out that they are en-
gaged, although I haven’t
officially been told yet.

Dan and his
13-year-old son moved in
with us in August, and it
has been a difficult transition.
Dan is a clean freak, and he goes
crazy over a dish in the sink or a
stain on the counter. He also is a
racist. I have lost count of the
number of times I have heard
him use offensive, derogatory
ethnic slurs. When I bring it up
to my mother, she defends him,
saying he was raised in a differ-
ent time in a different place.
Personally, I don’t think that's a
good excuse.

I cannot ever criticize Dan,
because my mother always takes
his side, no matter what, and

Annie’s Mailbox

says I'm insensitive for
giving him grief.

Now that they are
engaged, I feel close to
anervous breakdown.

1 loved my father
very much, and when
he died four years ago,
T took it very hard. I try
to envision the future,
and Dan just doesn’t fit
in. When I have kids, I
don’t want them to
know him as their
grandfather. What should I do?

— Losing It

Dear Losing: No matter how
odious a choice your mother has
made, it's HER choice, and you
must find a way to live with it.
Instead of criticizing Dan — or
worse, comparing him to your
father — try kindness and car-
ing. Tell Mom you understand
that she doesn’t want to be alone,
but you are concerned that Dan
may not make her happy.

Meanwhile, start saving your
money so you don’t have to share
living quarters, and if Mom mar-

ries Dan, do your best to be civil
to your new stepfather. It will
allow you to keep your relation-
ship with your mother.

Dear Annie: The other day at
breakfast, I read your column
about wives of retired husbands
who go bananas with hubby at
home. Feeling very superior on
this score, T asked across the
table to my wife of S1-plus years:
“I don’t drive you bananas since
I retired, do I?”

Without missing a beat she
responded: “Oh, no, no, no. You
did that long before retiring.”
Sigh.

— Martin

Dear Martin: Thanks for mak-
ing us laugh. We needed that.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
iesmail t, or write

DUSARI
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

(< 2 r»“ﬁ? \

The warden makes = ] 4
ham sing (or &
= their supper ~~ (63, G

Now arrange the circled letters to
torm the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.
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Yesterday's ;J\umbles: PUPIL

nswer.

(Answers tomorrow)

UNITY  TANGLE  HERESY

One too many made him do this —

SLEEP “TIGHT*

Family Circus

to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace
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©Gary Larson

*] BROUGHT You A FLYSWATTER TO GET RID |
OF THAT LITTLE PEST YOUSAID KEEPS COMIN

INTO NOUR HOUSE.

“That depends on how hard it’s
going to be.”

Non Sequitur

et
The Far Side

“Hey! | can hear the traffict”

WELL N LIRS TERING,
| THINK YU RE et oF
YoUR FREEKAT MND.
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AFN TV & Radio

Thursday
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—NBA: Houston at Phila-
dEIDma
FN-S 1p.m.—College basketball: Ar-
Kanoa aeSou Carama (o
FN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball:
Duke at Wake Forest (dld).

Friday
ic, 1 am.—College basketbal
Nar!h Cnruhna St. at North Carolina.
—Pro basketball: Cleve-

2 am.—Pro basketball: LA,
Clippers at Memphis
KPv-Atiantic,  am.—College basketball
Belot at Grinnal
:Sports, 430 am.—Pro basketball: San

"AFN-Sports, Sam.—Golf: FBR Open, 1st
round (d\d

UCLA i Wasmngkon st.
FN-Spor College basketbal
North Saroiva .5 Kiorth Carolna e,

College basketball:

All times are Central European Time; did in-
dicates delayed broadcast. Al nsungs are
subje Visit www.myafr
ER

Pro football

NFL playoffs

Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 8
St Louis 27, seattle 20
Jets 20! San Diego 17, OT
y, Jan.9
Indianapols 45, benver 4
Minnesota 31, Green Bay 17

Pittsburgh o
Atianta 47, Louis 17

day, Jan. 16
Philagelphia 27 Minhesota 14
New England 20, Indianapolis 3
ice Championships
Sunday, Jan. 23
Philadelphia 27, Atlanta 10
New England 41, Pmshurgr 27
Super

acksonilie, Fa.
Philadelphia vs. Now England

College basketba
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

L linois 22:0) Pty 12 Michigan state
iext: vs. Indiana,
R Careina (2 41 it play. e
vs NoTHh Catota séate. Tt ocas:
3 Yansas Q7.1) dld not ply: Next: o Ne-
braske, Saur
i) dwd ot play. Next: at No. 7
Wake Forest el
£ Boston College (16:0) beat West Virginia
6250, Next,at Son Hall
iy 163 410 nat pay. Next: at
vandermi Satrdny:
7, Wake Forest (17:3) dd not play. Next:
vs. No. 4 Duke, Wedne:
& Syracuse (20-2) dd not play. Next: vs.
Nofre Dame, Saturday.
5" Loutsville (183 did 19t play. Next: vs.
0. 18 Cincinnati, Wednest
o, ko sare (153 did not play.
Next: vs. Kansas State, Wednes
1L Alabama (17-3) did not o Next: at
Florida,Saturg
Vichigan State (14-9) lost to No. 1 1

o1

14, Arizona (17-4) did not play. Next: vs.
california, Thursday.

14, Oklahoma (I6- 3>mn not play. Next: vs.
Texas A&M, Wed

16, pittsburgh (153 did not play. Next: at
West V\rgmm Saturday.
2 (158 dm not play. Next: vs.

a7 am no( play. Next: at
ouisvile, Wedne
1o, Wisconsin (144) mu ot play. Next: vs.
Northwe
o Texas. (15 5) dm not play. Next: vs.
lowa State, Satur
1Y 159 did not play. Next: at san
Diego Sate, Saturda
22 Manland 136 ost to Clemson 88-73.
Next: at Miami, Saturday.
(23 Sonnecticut (12:5) did not play. Next:
vs. a,
50 Vilenova 43 i ot play. Next: at
N, 23 Connecticu, Wednesday
Georgia Tech (12-6) did not play. Ne
ve Foridn Sate, Wednesaay.

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule
dnesday’s games

No. 4 Duke 8t N0 7 Wake Forest

No. 9 Louisville vs. No. 18 Cincinnati

0. e U3 No. 34 ianova at
the Hartford Givic Center
No.25 Georgia Tech vs. Florida State

ursday's games
No. 2 North Carolina vs. North Carolina
state

No. 13 Washington vs. Southern California
No. 14 Arzona vs,Calforna
No. 17 Gonzagavs, 8. Mary', Calit
Fiday's gam
No games scheduled
Saturday's games
No.3 Kansas at Nebraska
Duke vs, jia Tech
No £ Boston coeoe Seton Hall
§Kentucky at Van
Wake Forest at virginia Tech

3 oma vs. Texas Tech
No. 16 Pittsburgh at West Virginia
No. 17 Gonzaga vs. Santa

nnati at Charlotte
in at Minnesota

No. 24 Villnova v providence

No.1 lingis v n
NG: 3 Norih Covalma st Florida state

Tuesday’s men’s scores

EAST
Adelphi S0, New Haven 35

Amherst 65, Brandei

oston College 62, West  Virginia 50
rockport 79, Gen

i ot 60, Frecona St

hariesion, WV, 109.S. vwgmna 70
fark U. 80, Coast Guar

jyer 73, New En\z\znd 53

er st 7¢
Framingham St 68, Mass. Coliege 61
Geneva 125, Westminster Pa. 116

obart 72, Hartick 60

oly Farmily 88, rencmnss

eene St. 90, Tufts

eystone 12, LY. Taens:

a Roche 75,Wasmnglcm&]eﬂersan 6
olloy 84

Philadelphi
ith

.7, Concordia, N.Y. 66
alem St. 77, Mass.-Dartmouth 7
ciences. bl 0. Wilmington, De. 59
iena 68, Manhattar
pringfeld 76, MIT %
omas Aquinzs 78 Dowling 68

. Connecticut 76, L

ecemaa st b5, Brdgaater, Mass. 61
heaton, Mass. 16, Babson 72
/orcester Tech 94, Mas:

ton 69
H
Asbury 76, Thomas More 74

rshal
entucly Christian 101, Crclevile Bible 67
i

ckipp! 6 7 Forida 57
ichmond 72, Duquesne 71
stilman 8 Lane 71

Tenn. Wesleyan 8. Virginia-wise 48
Tuskegee 5, Kentiicky St. 40

ethany.W.Va. 96, Lake Erie 93

Grinnell 137, Monmout I, 110

linois St. 59, Drake
a St. 77, Baylor 51
wrence 81, Ripon 69
tarian, Ind. 70, St. Francis, Ind. 65
. Dakota St. 88, Northern t. S.. 60

ebraska 91, Utah Valley St. 57
ebraska-Kearney 86, Wayne. Neb, 84
|56, Waynesburg &9

Wheaton, ll. 84, Carthage 75

Colorado Chiistan 84 Colorado Mines 80
Colorado Colo.-Colo. Springs 82
Wesa:colo. 71‘ Westorn 5. Qolo 64

Biola 50, Vanguard 44

Grand Canyon &7, Hope 63

Master's 90, Point Loma 88

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule

Wednesday's gar
No.6 Notre Dame vs.
No.8 Baylo vs:No. s Kanas
No. 13 Texas vs. Texas A&M
No. 19 lowa State vs. colorado

ursday’s games

0. 118U at Mississippi
uke at Miami

.7 Rutgers at No. 11 Connecticut
0 Michigan State vs. Northwestern

55585855585

enn State ai
AF\oNdaslatealLleco mb
5 North Carolina State vs. Virginia

y's games.

.9 North Carolma ve Clemson

z
3

1 Connecticut at Providence

6 Boston College ve,St.John's
DePaul at Loui

unday's games
LSU at Mississipi State
Ghio State vs. Indiana
Duke vs. No. 24 Flori
Temnessce . Misissippi
Rutgers
o Mlchlgan Statovs.linois

ichigan

3 Coorcin v, Kantdey

5858585

g

B

§5s5858585¢8

No.9 North Caraling at virginia
No. 17 DePaul at Cincinnati

Tuesday's women’s scores

Allegheny o5, Oberlm 74
abson 7.

abes 74, Howdon 62

268 Geneseo st 45

rockpo
ialo 55, A
e 0,75, Whaton, Mass. 62

olby-Sawyer 70, New  England 41
ortiand St. 71, New

Foule 74, ochester Tech 69,07
icinson 83, Muhlenber

, Worcester
Framingham St 54, Mass, coHegeaz
Fredonia St. 59, Buffalo

Frostburg St 72, penn St foona 58

tone 89, N.Y.
S anam vy o, A\br\ghl E)
tedaille 68, Penn St. Behrer
foun Koy uk 58, Wel\esley

3
&

Philadelphia 75, CW. Pos
P Somstown T Aldorson-roaddus 52
Plymouth St. 73, Newbury 47
Queens Coll. 61, cuncerma.uv 55
Regis 61, Wentworth Tech
SUNY-Farmingdle 63, Old Westbury 58
mSt 96 £ Connactiut 58

2ive Repima 85 con
ciences, Pa. 75, Wl\mmgton, Del. 54
pringficld 86, Williams 7

s AquInas 75 Dowiing 71
icauanana 65, Erzabetotows 53

Ursinus 74, Washington, Md. 39
Waynesburg 67, Point Park 54
Worcester Tech 72, Smith

elmont 80, Lipscomb 76

t. Norbert 77, Beloit 59
iffin 86, Malone
alsh 71, Mount Vernon Nazarene 61

 High Point 55

avidson 59, Appalachian St. 51

elaware St. 55, Bethune: Cookman 44

. Kentucky 79, Morehead St

Mennonite 54, Wasmngton ieeso
n 65, UNC-Greensboro 5

mes
Mo, 16 Boston  College
Stat

Fayetteville St 83 Winston Salem 76

o
Gotord 8, Ha
Kentucky Chnshan o1, ciclvilesible 17
Lane 54, Stillm:
BreSoyterian 7, Ganverse 54
Souther i, 73 New Oricans 53
Tuskegee 86 Kentuc

s Wedieyan 67
Webber 36 C\carwatcrchnstvan 2

IDWEST
Averno 45, Milwalikot Engineering 36
Baldwin-Wallace 72, Heidelberg 44
Benedicting. 79, Cominican, . 64
rville 95, Wilberfor

Coltmtt, Mo, 113 Mekendree 51
Concordia, St.P. 85, Upper lowa 51
Earlham 71, St. Marysoflhe Woods 56

0%
Eureka SS,Concordla, Iil. 52
Grinnell 86, Monmouth, Il. 71
i o Collaga 78, Know

84, St. Francis, Il 57
Jodion an Lncoin carictan &
Kenyon 48, Denison 32
Lawrence 9, Ripon 54
5 Concordia, Wis. 52
i &7 North Pari a9
North Centrai 7o, Augustana 11l 57

ru St. 6

Wittenberg 78, omo  Weshyn 63

Houston 45, Texas AGM.Corpus Chrisi 45
Nebraska 73, Oklahoma St. 71

Oregon St. 57, Utah Valley St. 43

Tennis

Toray Pan Pacific Open
Wednesda)
At Melrnpolinn Gymnasium
3 ihon rier

Purse: $1.3 million (Tier
‘Surtace; Carpet-indoor
pSingles

Aiko Nakamura‘ evan. . Ryoko Fuda,

Japan,
Ridko Morigan, Japan,  def.  Maria
sanchez Lorenzo, paln, ¢4,

raybas, United Sla(es def. Tatiana

Jil
paova, Hussia, X

nnund

Maria sharapova, () def. Maria

Vento Kabehi Gonezucla, 16 (3) 60
Svetlana_Kuznetsova ' (3),

ooy Wikasian, Switsoran, o

ubles.

und

Cara Black, Zimbabwe, and Liezel Huber
(1), South Africa, def.

Janet Lee, Tallan, and peng Shual, China,

ek Takemura. and Tomeko Yonemura,
Japan, def. Cho Yoon' ricong and Jeon Mi-ra,
South Korea, 7-6 (4), 2

Lindsay Davenport and_corina Morariu,
United States, def,Seiko Okamoto and Yuka
Vodhda apan e

Elena Demermeva‘ Tissa, and Al Sugiya-
ma (3), Japan,

SmnobuAsagoe Japan, and Jelena ankov-
e, Serbia-Montenégro

netta Husarous, Siovakts, and
Likhovisera @ Rissa b6 on B
meljere, Latvia, and Liia Ostérloh, United
States,

Nicole Pratt, Australia, and Mari
Vento-kabe (4} Venezuela,def.Alna Jidko-
va, Russia, and Arantxa Parra Santonja,
Spain, 63, 62.

PGA Tour statistics
Through Jan. 30

3,

3, harles Howel 1 67512, Tom Lehman,

66.09.3, Luke Donald, 68.41. 4, Brett Quigley,
G847, 3 (te), Tom Byrum ana. Larry Mize:
6853, 7, Andrew Magee,

68.75. 8 (tie), Loren
Roberts ‘and Arron Oberholser, 68.97. 10,
Ernie Els, 68.99.

ANK MCNAMARA

CONFEf
A FINAL

)
WS
!:‘ <

15 GETTING.

THoge Dot UM\VERQT‘{ CRANCELLORS

WON'T LET UG AAVE REAL NATIONAL
cHAMPIoNsHlP VLAVoﬂcs MEYEE WE
L BROAPCAST RIEHTS TO

NM"DNAL LETTER-OF| \MTENT DAY,

Driving Distance
nd, 3106. 2, Brett Wetterich,

zie,

eion and Emie £, 393
Driscol, 256,
Drting Accuracy Percentage

L Jay Willamson, 809% 2, Bart Bryant
by i Clzrk 1554, Stuart Anp leby,

.15 3 (te), Olit Browne and Ver:
planic 76.5%. (e, Fred Funk and Rod pam-
pling, 75 %99 Mike Weir, 74.8%. 10, Justin

' in Regulation Pet.
1, Stuart Appleby, 86.1%. 2 (tie), Rod Pam-

it and Serglo” Garcla, 815%. 4, il

Browne, 5, Kenny ' Pert

REvin Sutheriang, 7500 7, Evn e, 18206,

8,7 tied with 77.8%.

1 Davis Love 34,2, Stuart Appleby, 7.3,

Sanidy Lyle, 3. 4, Charles W

Geoff Ogilvy and Tim

‘Ames, 31, 8, Mark Calcavecchia, &

Palmer, 84. 10, Serglo Garcia, &7
rage

2, Justin Leonard,

4 Scott McCarron 1600

s, L672.
§ SR Ko Lems. 165 tedw
\verage

Clark, 6602, Tiger Woods, 588. 3

u 6.
Scott Verplank, 540 8"l), Fred Couples
and Phil Mickelson, 5.22. 10, 2 tied with 5
Eogles (Holei per)
1 doc 09 o) Lee Janzen and
e 560, & Shan icheeh 405 5

Neal Langaster.42.. & (165 Shgeid Marova:
ma, Tag Ridings.lan Puitet and Jason 8o
48.0.10, 4 tied with 54.

1 Sav erc

1, Luke Donald, 100.0%.
90.0%. 3, Mark McCumber, 8
Jacobson,
Billy Andrade, 78.6%. 7,
T2.8%. 6, Ben' Crane, 765%. 9, 3 tied wit th

2 Tarry_ Mize,

All-Around Ranking

1, Tim Clark, 216. 2, Davis Love Iil, 262. 3,
tart Aopieby, 3344, Scott Verplank, 336.5,
Tom Gills, 3816, Ernie El, 356

wart Cink, 369. 8, Brian Davis, 375. 9,
Tih Herron, 38 10, Tiger Woods, 391.

Tuesday’s transactions

American League
BOSTON RED SOX—Agreed to terms with

RHP Scott Cassidy, RHP Jack Cressend, RHP

Jeremi Gonzalez, RHP Kris Wilson, LHP Jason

Kershner, C Jeff Bai awn Wo

Dave Bel

TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms
:vl(h‘ RHP Jesus Colome on a one-year con-
ract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
ispended Golden State Warriors F
liord Robinson five games for violating
the eague's drug polcy.
BOBCATS -placed G Bernarg
o an,  Emeka Okafor on the imured
R ReThated F Thevor gmith and ¢ Jahidi
Write from the injured st
CLEVE VALIERS —Signed F Jerome
Mol (o8 To-6ay cont
DALLAS MAVERICKS— “piaced ¢ D1 Moen-
list. Activated G Marquis
Dariels lmm me e njured fst
NEW Placed F Richard Jeffer-
sonon TR Tmured Nt Aciated & ora
the injured list. Signed F Donnell
a 10-day contract.

xercised _their
2005-06 contract option on Rick Adelman,
coach.

TAH JAZZ- Activated G Kirk Snyder from
the injured ist

Major League S
L0S ANGELES GALAXY--Named Billy MeNi-
col assistant coach and coach of reserve

IETROSTARS—Traded D Eddie Pope to
Real oot Lake for an allocation and either
highest second-round picl
draft or a swap of first-round
picks in Friday's supplemental

SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES—Re-signed D
Troy Dayak.

COLLEGE

FLORIDA STATE—Named Mark McHale of-
fensive line coach.

GUILFORD—Announced the resignation of
Mike Ketchum, assistant athletics director,
efective Marchs.

STATE-Signed Jay Thomas,
footbal Conch 1o hiwe.Joas contract xten:
sion through 2007, and Jay Piper, men's bas-
ketball coach, to a one’ye
Slon through fhe 2005-08 season.

PROVIDE!

RE—Named Jaime Snyder
demic coordinator and women's assi
fant soccer coach.

ST. JOHN'S -Named Chrs Monasch athit-

ced the mens track tea

P
its in response to an ongoing NCAA investi-
ation.

UCF—Named Doug Richards assistant
‘sports information director.
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Coach news doesn’t seem to distract Lakers

L.A. tops Portland despite Tomjanovich reports

The Associated Press

Caron Butler and Chucky Atkins put on a performance
that would make Rudy Tomjanovich proud. Maybe it'l
help persuade their ailing coach to remain with the Los An-
geles Lakers.

Butler had 19 points and 10 rebounds, and Atkins added
19 points and eight assists to lead the L akers over the Port-
land Trail Blazers 92-79 on Tuesday night, hours after
learning Tomjanovich might resign for health reasons.

“I'm a Rudy Tomjanovlch fan. I hope he comes back —
the sooner, the better,” Atkins said. “Right now, he’s still
our coach. Everything else is just speculanon. We expect
him to come back and lead us to where we want to be.”

Tomjanovich, who returned to coaching this season
after recovering from bladder cancer, missed his second
straight game because of what the Lakers said was a stom-
ach virus. Team spokesman John Black said Tomjanovich
also had a sinus infection.

Assistant coach Frank Hamblen, the only holdover from
former coach Phil Jackson’s staff, has led the Lakers to a
pair of victories in Tomjanovich’s absence.

Lamar Odom scored 18 points for the Lakers, who im-
proved to 5-4 since Kobe Bryant sprained his right ankle
Jan. 13 in a victory over Cleveland.

Damon Stoudamire scored 25 points, Ruben Patterson
added 20 and Nick Van Exel had 18 for the Blazers, who
lost for the 14th time in 18 games.

Portland’s Zach Randolph, averaging a team-leading
19.9 points, missed all 12 of his shots in going scoreless
while playing 29 minutes.

“I'have never played like this in my life,” Randolph said.

Magic 105, Cavaliers 102: Steve Francis scored 30
points and tied a season high with 13 assists, spoiling LeB-
ron James' return from a sprained ankle.

Grant Hill scored 21 for the Magic, who have won seven
of eight home games. James finished with 28 points, seven
assists and five rebounds. The Cavaliers split their two
games during his absence.

Jeff McInnis appeared to send the game into overtime
with a buzzer-beating three-pointer, but the officials
waved off the shot after a brief huddle. Replays clearly

showed the ball in McInnis’ hands as
the clock ran out.

Nets 107, Bulls 97: At East Ruther-
ford, N.J., Jacque Vaughn moved into
the starting lineup and tied his career
high with 23 points, and Jason Kidd
narrowly missed the 62nd triple-double of his career.

Kidd had 26 points, 13 rebounds and nine assists, and
Vince Carter had 31 points, six assists and five rebounds
for the Nets, who won their season-high fourth in a row.
istons 105, Wizards 96: At Washington, Chauncey
Billups scored 11 of his 28 points in the fourth quarter and
Detroit closed with a 20-11 run to win its fourth straight.
Tayshaun Prince added 25 points.

Grizzlies 108, Suns 97: At Memphis, Tenn., Jason Will-
iams had 19 points and eight assists for the short-handed
Grizzlies, who shot 12-for-23 from three-point range in
ending the Suns’ five-game winning streak. Memphis has
‘won three straight and five of six. Suns guard Steve Nash
was ejected with 3:05 left.

Mavericks 109, Heat 104: Dirk Nowitzki and Jerry
szackhouva got rolling in the final five minutes, just about

he time the Mavericks’ defense found a way to throttle
Shaqullle O’Neal and visiting Miami.

Two straight baskets by Stackhouse and a jumper by
Nowitzki got Dallas within one. Another jumper by Stack-
house put the Mavericks ahead 99-98, and they never gave
up the lead.

The Heat missed eight straight shots down the stretch.

Stackhouse led Dallas with 24 points, and Nowitzki
added 19.

Bucks 91, Timberwolves 86: Michael Redd scored 19
points, Joe Smlth added 17 and the Bucks held off visiting
Minnesota.

Toni Kukoc provided a huge lift with nine points, six re-
bounds, five assists and two steals in his first start in al-
most three seasons for the Bucks, who had lost 10 straight
to the Timberwolves.

NBA
roundup

Bobcats zz 105: Gerald Wallace scored 28
points and helped rally Charlotte from an 11-point deficit

AP

Trail Blazers’ Zach Randolph loses control of the ball as he
drives against the Lakers’ Lamar Odom on Tuesday night.

to the second road win in team history. Brevin Knight
added 21 points and eight assists.

Nuggets 96, Knicks 76: Kenyon Martin scored a sea-
son-high 27 points, Carmelo Anthony added 19 and the
Nuggets earned their third consecutive victory under new
coach George Karl.

Martin shot 11-for-17 to help Karl win his home debut in
Denver.

SuperSonics 106, Kings 101: At Sacramento, Calif.,
Ronald Murray scored a season-high 23 points in place of
ailing All-Star Ray Allen, who missed his second straight
game with the flu.

Rashard Lewis had 24 points for the Northwest Divi-
sion-leading Sonics, who again played without coach Nate
McMillan following the death of his mother.

forwards Peja ic and Chris Webber
‘weren’t in uniform because of injuries.

[ NBA scoreboard

Friday's games

Eastern Conference Dallas at Indiana

£167-11.18 Chandler 457915, Gon

Redd 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
innesota 48 (Garnett 13), Milwaukee 59
{Gadzurc, smith 193, Assists

7 linnesota
Technicals—Minnesota Defensive Three Sec-

Mavericks 109, Heat 104

uanesg;oos Haslem 6-102-2

1%, Anderson 0.
0, Do\ea:oﬂ]ano booling 143 0-03.

1-1 11, Nowitzki
2800

aoars

Soals—Miam 23 @uller 4

W o Kirienko, 6-16,14-16 27, Boozer

- Minnesota 25
Williams ).
23, Milwaukee 18.

125
59004 ot 35T 36-40 105
ive Three Second. ~ Charlotte

Three-point Guals—cnanune Z5 (Rush i

2 S
Boll 1 Eley 52 Foured Out:
X bmmd Charl e 49 (Wallace 8)
NGE Charlotte 15
(xmqms), Gials fienk 10, T routs—
Utah 34. Technicals—Utah coach

Sloan, Bell. Ejected—Bell. A—17,854 (19911).

Sonics 106, Kings 101

12-24 56 29,

1000, Butier

511
857 15, Finley
1, stackhouse 101

26 27 25 26-104
-109

9 L1, Jon

Attantic Division Atlanta at Philadelphia
L opot @ WastingionarToromo (Garnett 1.
Philadelphia 23 47 = OrlandoatB Total Fouls—|
Boston 5 G n o LaGiopers & Miwaukee 1.55:4 5, Krstic 48 4-4 12, Vaughn &
New Jorsey % 422 25 Houstonat Minnesota K100 538 44 56 amith 2.3 0.0 4, ond, Miwaukee Defens
New York 27 a0 3 Vork at Sacramento 85550, Thomas 260.04, Best 1 o0 Ai5.947 GBI
Toronto 7 400 3% Charlotte at Portland tals 37-74 26
Southeast Division New Orleans at Golden State chicago zun w—lso;
jami T 10 b
J ) Three ok Goals—Chicago- 615 (Faigh AMI —
Washington 218 1 Tuesday 23, by 1, NSon 1 S Hie 18" ONeal 1185
" i e 15 New Jersey D.jones 1-7
Shaneate kB Pistons 105, Wizards 96 onersie Homas ), Fodled Oat_None. 81355
central Division DETROIT — prince 12.18 0-0 25, RWallace  Rebounds-Chicago 46 (Grfin §) New Jor:  Totals 4247 11
petroit s a0 - glreeinewalcesozc mitnral ey a2 (Kdd 13) Assists-Chicado 21 (Hm— i
Cleveland %05 S0 T S92 Blpss19Eszm ebyess 2125 fich ersey” 27 (Kidd. 9) 1533 19,
Ehicago Il AR R S VSIS e Fouisotni New Jersey 30. Techni: 5. Terry 612 2.3
Wit PR L R - G300 ConcUSRiee, New Jrsey: Belencve  oon 63 55, beu
WASHINGTON — Jamison 919 56 26 Jef . son 02 0.0 0, D
Milwaukee 1627 312 10 1es 3022 11, Haywood 2-4 2-3 6, Hayes  Three Second. A~ 14,546 (19,860). 538 1615105,
493311, Arenat 8.21 2.4 21, Thomas 1:513 - i
Western Conference 3 Bixon 1300 8 Rufin 34 258, Blake 11 Grlulnes ms Suns 97 las
‘Southwest Division 002, Totals 36-84 162256, e nt
& 252718 35-105 _ PHOEN 051600 14 Marion  EJones 35,
522282 aticiiy Smudegusres 1667 22, Nash 3 n 3 Baias 7 dre

san Antonio 1078
Dallas

ington
ree-point Goals-petrait 513 Gillups

0-07, Johnson 11-1
n 16 00 3,

it 100 2 ol Oh

, Fin
153 Nowitzk| 01, Slac’(h;useﬂl Howard
os.

y
ds—Miami 45, H

4 Qut—E
Memphis Jranace O funter 00 ST e 41 (oNeal 15 Daliay 57 (b
$ . 83 12 X pler 14). As
Houston ’“a'f{'s}’{‘yi & %(f?a;soﬁ\"d‘ MEMPHIS —_ Batter 411 010, Swift 14 sists—Miami 28 (Wade 5, balas 25 Tery 5.
New Orleans, Out—Hayt 24 16, wmmeu 0012, Willars 7- Total Fouls—Miami 19, ‘Dallas 15. Techni-
Seattle R Walan u)‘ Wasm"ﬁm,\ S Gywood 8. s fonese l2 ;Szalgzc%%nﬂ izl yslhlglz\ez Cal--Dallas conch Johnson. A~30.65 (15200,
e ota Ssists Dt ) Washington 47 LLLL Burke 3.
enver S Rrenas o1 Tota foulse Detror 31 Wash: potale 292025 23— 87 Nuggets 96, Knicks 76
portland e nesington Defensive 3114 34 29-108 YORK — Ariza 25 125, KThomas 311
tah ree Secon ‘Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 11-37 (Johnson S aTh rbur, yhainz‘]znz 52 Revans 1) sacrariento 53 )
. . jams ssist e 12 (Ridnour 5), Sacramento
enix Maglc 105, Cavaliers 102 34 15, Sweetney 1:4 0 S ter & Total Hotloote
Sacramento ELAND — Pavlovic 2-5 33 7, Gooden  UON rewer 4, Norris 2-5 3- 3 ento. 38 Technicals--seatle. borens|
LA. Lakers euJus N k:";"gsm“ o5 illiams out v 0- . Totals 2 Thvee Second, James 2, Fortson,
LA, Clippers lgauskas 4136814 James 1020 phoenix 52  (stoud: 19), his 52 ER — Martin 1117 56 27, Anthony er. Ejected—James. A~17317 (17,317).
Golden Sate sty s;nmes no 506 (anm 3 (Assvsts—Phoem‘x‘ZA (r‘ﬂaslshlz) -3 19, Camby 5-80- g1lo Bajcnkgelrllﬁﬂ—ﬂ
otal Fouls—Pho Boykins 51 ene
Detroit 105, W 382132 102 u T Moo 1 TochH Cas Naah2. Eect. u Donnson 6300 I.akers 92, Trail Blazers 79
Orlando l°5vC‘9V9‘.ﬂ"ﬂ 102 OR ~Hil 9153521 Howard 3122 G g NS 67 (OIS, hui Totals _ PORTLAND — Patterson 10-19 0-0 20, Ratliff
New Jersey 107, Chicago 9 8,8attie 6822 14 Chistié 37 00 7, Franciy 38 PIybila g 00 4-van Erel T 1823
Memphis 108, Phoenix 97 0-14 10-12 30, Gart wty 600 2, uvkvu\u‘ﬂ 7 Bucks 91 212 11 19-15 18, Stoudamire 9-22 3-3 25, Randc\ph 0-120-0
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Tomjanovich era
might be over

Coach considering resigning

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Rudy Tom-
janovich’s tenure as coach of the
Los Angeles Lakers might be fin-
ished after barely half a season.

‘Tomjanovich, who returned to
coaching after’ recovering from
bladder cancer, is contemplating
resignation because of health con-
cerns.

“He’s considering several op-
tions and resigning is onme of
them. That decision has not been
made,” Lakers spokesman John
Black said Tuesday — about six
hours before the Lakers beat the
Portland Trail Blazers 92-79 for
their second straight victory after
a season-high three-game losing
streak.

“This has nothing to do with
cancer,” Black said. “He loves
the team and the team loves him.
He’s our head coach until he de-
cides to do otherwise.”

e game against the Trail
Blazers was the second Tomjanov-
ich missed because of what the
team said was a stomach virus.
Black said Tomjanovich has also
had a sinus infection.

Assistant coach Frank Ham-
blen has led the Lakers to a pair
of victories in Tomjanovich’s ab-
sence.

“I don’t even want to talk about
it. I hope Rudy’s back tomorrow,”
Hamblen said when asked about
Tomjanovich’s future.

Black said he had no idea when
Tomjanovich would be back on
the bench — if indeed he stays on
the job. The S6-year-old Tomjan-
ovich signed a $30 million,
five-year contract last summer to
succeed Phil Jackson.

“He has discussed this with the
appropriate people in the organi-
zation,” Black said. “When he
does make a decision, it will be an-
nounced at the appropriate time.”

Tomjanovich didn’t return a
phone message from The Associ-
ated Press.

Hamblen, a 57-year-old long-
time NBA assistant, said he spoke
with Tomjanovich on Monday
night.

“He was OK. We did have a few
laughs,” Hamblen said, refusing
to elaborate.

Hamblen said he hadn’t spoken
to Lakers owner Jerry Buss about
the matter.

Several players, including star
Kobe Bryant, seemed stunned by
the news.

Bryant said he found out some-
thing was up when General Man-
ager Mitch Kupchak called him.

“Everybody in here is still
shocked and numb,” Bryant said
before Tuesday night's game. “I
called him at the house as soon as
1 got here and left him a message.
1 just hope he’s doing all right.
We're all just as surprised as any-
body else. Hopefully, he'll come
back and continue coaching us. If
he doesn’t, we’ll have to just kind
of go from there. But our, mam
concern is him as a person.”

After cutting ties with Jackson
and trading Shaquille O’'Neal dur-
ing the offseason, the Lakers
haven’t been close to the elite
team they were the previous
eight years, when O'Neal and Bry-
ant led the way.

If the season ended today, the
Lakers would be in the playoffs as
the seventh-best team in the West-
ern Conference.

Kings opt to retain
Adelman through '06

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The
Sacramento  Kings exercised
their one-year option on coach
Rick Adelman on Tuesday, keep-
ing him under contract through
next season.

Even though Adelman has
taken the Kings to the playoffs
every year since coming to Sacra-
mento in 1998, owners Joe and
Gavin Maloof waited to see how
the team started this season be-
fore deciding whether to pick up
his option for 2005-

A solid start — Sacramento is
30-13 — despite several injuries
was enough to earn Adelman an-
other year.

Adelman’s assistant coaches
also will be retained, the team
said.

McMillan to return on Sunday

SACRAMENTO,  Calif. —
Coach Nate McMillan is sched-
uled to rejoin the Seattle Super-
Sonics for practice Sunday follow-

ing the funeral
of his mother
this week in
Norlh aroli-

[]:1.
briefs

The ‘memori-
al service is Friday, but McMillan
will miss Seattle’s home game Sat-
urday against Charlotte. Jeanette
Tyson, 62, died last Sunday.

McMillan is in Raleigh, N.C.,
dealing with family issues, and
fourth-year associate head coach
Dwane Casey is running the team
in McMillan’s absence.

Warriors’ Robinson suspended
NEW YORK — Clifford Robin-
son of the Golden State Warriors
was suspended for five games
without pay Tuesday for violating
the NBA'’s drug policy.
Robinson’s suspension begins
with Wednesday night's game
against the Sacramento Kings.
A16-year veteran, Robinson av-
eraged 8.8 points and 2.6 re-
bounds in 40 games this season.
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Mllinois’ Luther Head, left, drives against Michigan State’s Kelvin Torb-
ert in the second half on Tuesday. Head led lllinois with 22 points.

No. 1 Illinois passes
Michigan State test

The Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. —
Michigan State coach Tom Izz0
knows what it takes to win a na-
tional championship.

After watching No. 1 Illinois
roll past his 12th-ranked team
81-68 on Tuesday night to remain
undefeated, 1zzo thinks the Illini
could win it all.

“They have the ingredients to
win a national championship,”
said Izzo, who led the Spartans to
the title five years ago.

The Illini (22-0, 8-0 Big Ten)
want to win it all, but insist
they’re not thinking about that
right now or even about going
into the NCAA tournament next
month without a loss.

Instead, they are focused on
playing well in every game.

“We've got to play at a special
level every night, or we're going
to lose. We know that,” said Dee
Brown, who scored 18 points.
“We know that, but I don’t think
the pressure is really on us be-
cause there are people who say
we're going to lose. They can’t
wait to say, 1 told you so!’

Tllinois’ next game is against In-
diana on Sunday at home. Its re-
maining road games are at Mi
gan, Penn State and Iowa with
home dates against Wisconsin,
Northwestern and Purdue before
the Big Ten tournament.

1In each game, the nation will be
watching the Illini to see if any-
body can beat them, and Illinois
coach Bruce Weber said his play-
ers are ready for the scrutiny.

“They like the limelight. They
kind crave it,” Weber said. “Some
of it is Dee’s personality that rubs
off on the rest of them. I don’t
think Luther [Head] was like that
a year ago, but now he likes it,

00.

“Our kids have a great competi-
tive spirit. They have a huge will
to win.”

The only other unbeaten team
in Division I, No. 5 Boston College
kept pace with a 62-50 victory
over West Virginia on Tuesday.

Luther Head scored 22 points
to lead Tllinois, which handed
Michigan State (14-4, 5-2) its 12th
straight loss against a ranked op-
ponent, dating to the regional fi-
nals of the 2003 NCAA tourna-
ment.

“It’s a killer,” said Alan Ander-
son, who scored 14 points. “This
really, really hurts.”

Tllinois put on a clinic on of-

N Men's Top 25

Roundup

fense, with great spacing, unself-
ish passing and fabulous shoot-
ing.
“The open man takes the open
shot,” Head said. “That’s what we
live

The Ilini made 13 of 24
three-pointers and during a
12-minute span in the second
half, they made 12 shots in a row.

On the other end of the court,
the Illini wouldn’t let Michigan
State get much done because they
seemed to have their bodies,
arms or hands in every passing
lane. The Spartans had 13 turn-
overs, one was unforced.

“We_disrupted some of their
stuff,” Weber said.

Michigan State’s Paul Davis
and Shannon Brown each scored
12 points while Maurice Ager and
reserve Kelvin Torbert both had
10.

Illinois led by 17 midway
through the second half and was
ahead 73-58 with 6:37 to go before
the Spartans rallied to avoid a

They pulled within seven twice,
but the second time, Brown
ended their comeback hopes with

a three-point play on a driving
layup that left him crumpled up
against the basket support with
1:56 left.

No. 5 Boston College 62,
West Virginia 50: Craig Smith
scored 23 points and the host Ea-
gles (19-0, 8-0 Big East) matched
the longest winning streak in
school history, set in 1968-69.

West Virginia got within 42-38
with 8:27 remaining, but the Ea-
gles went on a 12-3 run that made
it 54-41 with 3:10 to go. Jared Dud-
ley, who scored 15 points, and Jer-
maine Watson, who had 13, each
had four points in the run.

If the Eagles win Saturday
night at Seton Hall, they'll be-
come the first Big East team to
start a season 20-0.

Clemson 88, No. 22 Maryland
73: At Clemson, S.C., Sharrod
Ford tied his career high with 25
points, and the Tigers (11-10, 2-7
Atlantic  Coast ~ Conference)
snapped a 13-game losing streak
against to Marylan

John Gllchnsl had 18 points for
the visiting Terrapins (13-6, 4-4),
who missed their final 13 shots of
the half and fell behind 45-29.

90-footer
creates
a buzz

BY HANK KURZ JR.

The Associated Press

It was a baseball throw by a
former quarterback on a basket-
ball court, and now Guilford Col-
lege’s Jordan Snipes has a career
highlight he doesn’t expect to top.

The 6-foot-4 sophomore re-
bounded a missed free throw
with 0.6 seconds on the clock Mon-
day night, wheeled around and
threw a shot that swished through
after the buzzer sounded, giving
the Quakers a 91-89 overtime vic-
tory against Randolph-Macon.

“I think thatll be my high-
light,” a weary Snipes said Tues-
day afternoon, when he'd only
slept for about 90 minutes since
the miracle shot. “I thought if T
went to sleep that it was just
going to turn into a dream and
when I woke up it'd be over.”

Snipes was hoping to grab the
rebound and lean quickly against
a Yellow Jackets player hoping to
draw a “cheap foul,” he said. But
then he heard the Randol-
ph-Macon coaches tell their play-
ers to back away from the line
when the shot went up.

“When they did that, I couldn’t
get near anybody in six-tenths of
a second, so I just took the ball
and threw it,” he said. “I didn’t
know what else to do.”

The shot capped a career-best
34-point night for Snipes, who
made six of seven three-point
tries. And if that wasn’t enough,
he also earned the nationwide vali
dation that college athletes crave:
recognition on SportsCenter’s Top
Ten plays of the day.

In fdcl his play made it five
tim

Several players were on cell
phones on the bus back to North
Carolina when the top 10 was
about to air, Snipes said. His broth-
er told him the play was No. 9.

“We were like, ‘That’s pretty
cool. No. 9. At least we're on
there,’ ” he said. “And then they
said, ‘You'’re No. 7! You’re No. 5!
And 3 and 1! It was incredible.
Awesome.”

Guilford coach Tom Palombo
has coached for 15 years and said
he’s never seen anything like the
“lucky freak play” that unfolded
at Crenshaw Gymnasium.

In fact, Palombo already was
walking toward Randolph-Macon
coach Mike Rhoades to shake
hands when the flight of the ball
caught their attention.

“I remember thinking it looked
like it had a chance, and when it
went through, it was just crazy,”
he said. “When the referee came
and said it was good, I kind of
Jjumped up and down when I was
right next to [Rhoades],” he said.
“I told him I was sol

“It was hard to control your
emotwns on a play like that.”

Adam Krovic to
miss the aecond free throw on pur-
pose, following the conventional
wisdom that six-tenths of a sec-
ond is not enough time to shoot.

realized there might be trou-
ble when he saw the ball in flight.

“When it got to halfcourt, I
said, ‘That’s going to_hit some-
thmg,‘ ” he said, adding almost
apologetically that the shot clock
should have expired before the
shol

“The guy just made an incredi-
ble play,” Rhoades said.
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Sosa set

to start

anew with Orioles

BY DAVID GINSBURG
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Sammy Sosa
could don a Baltimore Orioles”
cap for the first time as soon as
Wednesday, after he completes
his physical and his trade from
the Chicago Cubs is approved by
baseball Commissioner Bud Selig.

The Orioles on Tuesday set up
a time for the slugger’s physical
and were making tentative plans
for a news conference on Wednes-
day, even though the commission-
er’s office was awaiting final pa-
perwork before forwarding the
trade to Selig.

Sosa arrived at Baltimore-Wash-
ington International Airport on
Tuesday night. “I's good to be
here. I'm so happy to be in Balti-
more,” a smiling Sosa said.

Chicago would receive Jerry
Hairston Jr. and two minor leagu-
ers for Sosa, whose up-and-down
ride with the Cubs is nearing a
conclusion. The Cubs would pay
$12 million of Sosa’s $17 million
salary this year.

The swap cannot be completed
without Selig’s blessing because
more than $1 million will change
hands, but no problems are antici-
pated. Selig has been appraised of
the negotiations, and the remain-
ing paperwork is expected to be
submitted Wednesday.

Still missing is Sosa’s waiver of
his no-trade rights as a 10-year
veteran with at least five years on
the same team, and formal agree-
ment to the restructuring of his
contract by the league and union.

Sosa’s contract with Chicago
contains a provision that calls for
the team’s $18 million option for
2006 to become guaranteed if he
is traded and for a $19 million
team option for 2007 to be added,
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one that would carry a $4.5 mil-
lion buyout. As part of the trade,
Sosa will sign an addendum to his
contract voiding that provision.

In addition, Chicago is responsi-
ble for a $3.5 million severance
payment that must be made with-
in 30 days of the deal. Baltimore
becomes responsible for the 2006
option, which carries a $4.5 mil-
lion buyout.

The deal also is contingent upon
Sosa passing the physical, which

be administered Wednesday
by the Orioles team physician, Dr.
Charles Silberstein.

Finalization of the trade can’t
happen soon enough for the Cubs,
who are ready to sign free-agent
outfielder Jeromy Burnitz to a
one-year contract with a mutual
option for 2006. That deal
wouldn’t be finalized until the
Sosa trade is completed.

The Cubs initiated the swap
with the Orioles in an effort to un-
load the 36-year-old Sosa, who
was once a hero in Chicago. But
his popularity and numbers dwin-
dled the past two years, and the
Cubs found him to be expendable
after a season in which he hit .253
and struck out 133 times.

Yet his 35 homers were more
than any Oriole hit in 2004, and his
new teammates expect his bat to
experience a revival this season.

“I'm lookmg for him to have a
monster year,” said Jay Gibbons,
whom Sosa will replace in nght
field. “We needed a right-handed
power hitter, and here’s a guy
who hit 35 despite missing time
with a bad back. I'd say that
makes the middle of the lineup
pretty dangerous.”

The addition of Sosa means Gib-
bons will move from right field
back at first base, where he
played as a minor leaguer.

K with me, o Gibbons
sald “If it helps us win, then this
works to our benefit. This is my
fifth year here, and it’s time to
start winning.”

Sosa will certainly add punch
to the lineup, but will he be a posi-
tive addition to the clubhouse? He
was suspended for corking his bat
in 2003, and last season he left
early during the Cubs’ final game
and criticized manager Dusty
Baker for dropping him to sixth
in the batting order.
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NCAA reforms look to take
glitz out of recruiting trips

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — As one of the
top high school football players in
the country, Dajleon Farr took re-
cruiting trips to LSU, Miami, Ne-
braska and Oklahoma.

He toured the campuses,
checked out the facilities, met
some of the players and coaches
and got a 48-hour feel for life as a
student-athlete at a football pow-
erhouse.

But he didn’t get to see his
name in lights. As of last year,
that’s against the rules.

“I remember watching that in
“The Program,” and I was like, I
can’t wait until it's my turn to
take my trip and I'll see my name
on the scoreboard and get to run
out on the field,” said Farr, a tight
end from Houston’s North Shore
High School.

High-profile scandals involving
football recruits at Colorado and
Miami prompted the NCAA to
take what it called emergency ac-
tion last summer.

No longer are schools allowed
to woo prospects with rock star
treatment. Fancy hotels, ritzy res-
taurants and private planes are
now off limits. So are personal-
ized jerseys and the use of simu-
lated game-day activities, like the
ones Farr saw in the movie “The
Program,” a 1993 film about a fic-
titious scandal-ridden college foot-
ball team.

The NCAA also now requires
schools to file a written recruiting
policy with their conference or
the NCAA.

NCAA vice president David
Berst, who chaired the panel that
came up with the reforms, said
the goal is to change the philoso-
phy of recruiting and stamp out
the “culture of entitlement,” as
NCAA President Myles Brand re-
ferred to it.

“I think it remains to be seen if
it has any long-term benefit of re-
ducing the celebrity of the recruit-
ing weekends,” Berst said.

“You shouldn’t win the recruit-
ing war by a lobster tail. You
should win by an academic

major, as foreign as that concept
may be to some.”

National ~signing day was
Wednesday.

American Football Coaches As-
sociation _executive  director
Grant Teaff said most of the re-
forms have been well received by
coaches.

“I haven’t heard one word of
complaint,” he said.

“Though we may get that after
signing day.”

He said many schools don’t
have the type of perks available
to them — five-star hotels and res-
taurants, for example — that the
NCAA outlawed using. But some
do, and opposing coaches were
happy to see the playing field lev-
eled.

&k You shouldn’t win
the recruiting
war by a lobster
tail. You should
win by an
academic magor,
as foreign as
that concept may
be to some. ¥

David Berst
NCAA vice president

“I can’t imagine offering our re-
cruits five-star hotels or restau-
rants,” new LSU coach Les Miles
said.

“If staying where they have a
hot tub in the room is important
to them, this isn’t the place for
them.”

New Mississippi coach Ed Org-
eron was recruiting coordinator
and defensive line coach for
Southern California. He said the
new restrictions did little to
change how USC ran recruiting
visits and he doesn’t anticipate
them being a problem at Ole
Miss.

“Ireally feel there’s more focus
on the weekend on things that re-
ally matter, such as academics
and athletics,” he said.

Rutgers coach Greg Schiano
was disappointed that he had to
stop taking recruits on the Scarlet
Walk, following the path the Scar-
let Knights take on game day into
the their new stadium, where the
prospects’ names would be dis-
played on the scoreboard.

“It think that's big, a kid getting
a feel for being a part of the pro-
gram for 48 hours,” said Schiano,
entering his fifth year with Rut-
gers.

Teaff said the reform that
prompted the most protest from
coaches was prohibiting college’s
from using chartered or private

planes to transport recruits.
Aboul 35 Division I-A schools
don’t have a commercial airport
nearby, Teaff said. It saves time
for those schools to use charters,
but as Teaff pointed out, “There’s
no private planes to get you there
when you become a student.”

“Coaches can use reality to an
honest benefit,” he said.

The NCAA’s new rules were a
response to two highly publicized
embarrassments to college foot-
ball.

Colorado was accused of using
sex and alcohol to entice recruits.
The scandal was set off by lawsuit
filed by a woman who said she
was raped by CU players or re-
cruits in 2001.

At Miami, the Hurricanes of-
fered a scholarship to a player
who was already on probation
when he was charged with hug-
ging a woman without her permis-
sion and setting off hotel fire ex-
tinguishers while on a recruiting
trip to the University of Florida.
Miami eventually let star high
school linebacker Willie Williams
enroll.

Farr has given a verbal commit-
ment to Miami and was expected
to make it official Wednesday. As
for missing out on his Hollywood
moment as a recruit, he wasn’t all
that disappointed.

“It wasn’t a big deal,” he said.
“Pll get that eventually.”

“Yeah, some things
last year, but I'm sure there was a
lot of stuff behind the scenes that
we don’t know about,” Orioles out-
fielder Larry Bigbie said. “T think
he will fit right in. Take away the
last two years and give him a
fresh start, and I bet everything
will be fine.

Bigbie has spent much of the
offseason in Indiana, about 20
minutes outside Chicago. He
knows what Cubs fans think of
Sosa, and he expects that opinion
might change by July.

“They’re happy to have him out
of Chicago, and I'm happy to have
him in Baltimore. I think he'll be
agreat addition to the team and to
the city,” Bigbie said. “I might
end up calling all those Cubs fans
around the All-Star break and see
how many want him back. Maybe
all he needs is a clean slate.”

AP Sports Writers Nancy Armour in
Chicago and Ronald Blum in New York
Contributed to this repor

Hall of Famer Berra sues over ‘Sex’ ad

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Hall of Famer
Yogi Berra has filed a $10 million
lawsuit against TBS, claiming the
cable television network sullied
his name by using it in a racy ad-
vertisement for its “Sex and the
City” reruns.

Berra’s papers, filed in Manhat-
tan’s state Supreme Coun say
the Turner System

Possible definitions: (a) a type of
yo-yo trick, (b) sex with Yogi
Berra and () what Samantha has
with a guy from yoga class. The
answer is (c).

The reference to the sexual act
made in connection with Berra
“engenders a moral taint that has
damaged his otherwise spotless
reputation,” say his court papers,
filed last week and posted on the-

Inc. ad, which has appeared on
buses and in subways, caused “se-
vere damage to his reputation”
with its reference to Kim Cat-
trall’s sexually promiscuous char-
acter, Samantha.

The offending ad, Berra’s court
papers say, queried readers
about the definition of “yogasm.”

om Web site.

The 79-year-old Berra “is a
married man and has children
and grandchildren,” his court pa-
pers say. “He is a deeply religious
man who has maintained and con-
tinues to maintain a moral life-
style and has a spotless reputa-
tion for integrity, decency and
moral character.”

Berra’s lawyer Lewis Smoley,
said he was told TBS stopped run-
ning the ad last August. Neverthe-
less, he said, he wants the court to
order the superstation to never
run the ad again.

The Berra suit seeks $5 million
on each of two causes of actiol
commercial use of his name with-
out permission and unjust enrich-
ment by use of his name without
permission.

A spokeswoman for TBS, based
in Atlanta, said Tuesday: “We do
not comment on litigation.”

Berra, a catcher for the New
York Yankees from 1946-63 who
lives in Montclair, N.J., is one of
baseball’s most beloved and quot-
able characters. He also managed
the Yankees and the New York
Mets to pennants.
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Neuheisel's 49ers interview
called to question in court

Huskies’ former athletic
in former football coach’

BY TIM KORTE
The Associated Press

KENT, Wash. — Former Washington
athletic director Barbara Hedges, testi-
fying Tuesday in the trial of former foot-
ball coach Rick Neuheisel’s unfair dis-
missal lawsuit, angrily defended her
2003 advice to Neuheisel about a possi-
ble job with the San Francisco 49ers.

Hedges insisted she told her
then-coach “to think about it” during a
family vacation and then tell her if he
planned to pursue the NFL opening.

Neuheisel’s lawyer, Bob Sulkin, asked
Hedges if she had advised Neuheisel “to
work things out.” Such words, he sug-
gested, would indicate Hedges knew the
coach was going to interview with the
NFL team in February 2003.

“I did not” Hedges testified, her
voice rising. “I told Rick Neuheisel to
think about it.”

Neuheisel has sued the university and
NCAA, contending he was unfairly fired
as Washington’s coach and that the
NCAA pressured the school to dismiss
him. Testimony in his King County Su-
perior Court trial began Monday.

The 49ers issue is key because univer-
sity administrators contend Neuheisel
lied about his interest in the job and
didn’t tell Hedges before traveling to
San Francisco for a job mtemew After

that, Hedges said Neul s
warned privately that addmonal lies
wouldn’t be tolerated.

When he was fired four months later,
in June 2003, Hedges said Neuheisel
wasn't forthcoming when initially ques-
tioned by NCAA investigators who were
looking into his high-stakes gambling on
NCAA basketball.

University lawyer Lou Peterson earli-
er told jurors the coach’s contract al-
lowed him to be fired for dishonest acts.

Sulkin showed jurors a paragraph in
Neuheisel’s contract, stating he was re-
quired to inform supervisors before in-
terviewing for jobs with “other schools.”

director testifies
s unfair dismissal suit

“He wasn’t obligated under the con-
tract with regard to professional
teams,” Hedges testified. “But as an em-
ployee of the University of Washington,
I believe he was obligated to notify us
for any other jobs.”

Hedges admitted the contract lan-
guage was changed when Keith Gilbert-
son succeeded Neuheisel as coach. In
his contract, Gilbertson was required to
noufy Hedges before mlervlewmg for

“other coaching positions.”

“It was_corrected in his contract,”
Hedges said.

“You got it right?” Sulkin asked.

“We got it right,” she answered.

Sulkin asked Hedges about a quote at-
tributed to her in a Seattle newspaper —
that she had asked Neuheisel “to work
things out” regarding the 49ers job dur-
ing a vacation in Sun Valley, Idaho.

Hedges said she was misquoted. She

testified that Neuheisel said only that he
had been approached about the job by a
third party.
“Ab far as I knew, Rick Neuheisel had
not been contacted by the 49ers and had
shown very little interest in the job,”
Hedges said, adding that she knew Neu-
heisel was going to Idaho on vacation.

“I told Rick, ‘Go to Sun Valley and
think about it, and we’ll talk about it on
Monday, ” she testified.

While he was away, Neuheisel inter-
viewed in San Francisco.

After returning to Seattle, Neuheisel in-
sisted he wasn’t a candidate and even is-
sued a university news release denying
interest. Later that week, he admitted he
had lied, saying he had to honor a confi-
dentiality agreement with the NFL team.

Sulkin also questioned Hedges abaul
an e-mail issued
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Mlorney John Aslin (above), represent-
g the NCAA, addresses the jury during
his opening statement on Monday.
Former football coach Rick Neuheisel
claims that NCAA administrators set him
up and that University of Washington
officials fired him wrongly.

e-mail when it first was distributed on
March 13, 2 le memo, a corner-
stone of Neuheisel’s lawsuit, went to the
entire Washington athletic staff.

Hedges testified she deleted it after
glancing at the headline, “Reminder
about NCAA rules on gambling.”

Jurors were shown the text, which
reads: “The bottom line is if you have
friends outside ICA (intercollegiate ath-
letics) ... you can participate. You can-
not place a bet with a bookie or organize
'your own pool.”

Asked by Sulkin why she deleted the
e-mail, Hedges replied: “I know very
clearly the rules. You cannot in any way
place bets on college athletics. I looked
atit. I deleted it.”

The memo resurfaced on June 5,
2003, one day after Neuheisel was ques-
tioned by NCAA investigators. Hedges
said her secretary handed her a copy of
the e-mail, and she testified it was the
first time she read the full text.

Hedges said she‘.lmmedlately called

former compliance director, Dana Rlch-
ardson, that mistakenly authorized gam-
bling by athletic department employees
in NCAA basketball pools.

NCAA rules prohibit gambling by ath-
letes, coaches and athletic department
staffers and member schools.

Hedges admitted she didn’t read the

Ity athletic rep-
resentative, Rob Aronson, who advised
that the memo was issued concerning
small-stakes NCAA pools.

After that discussion, Hedges said she
didn’t believe the memo applied to Neu-
heisel’s gambling. He won $18,523 in
2002 and 2003 in an auction-style pool
with neighbors.

Another version
of a salary cap
offered to union

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NHL made its latest salary
cap offer to the players’ association on Wednesday
as talks resumed aimed at ending the season-long
lockout.

Commissioner Gary Bettm:
and union head Bob Goodenow
again were absent as the sides
met for the fifth time in two
weeks. But the session featured
the first proposal since mid-De-
cember when the league and union traded offers
five days apart.

The NHL proposed a six-year deal that contained
a cap that would force teams to spend at least $32
‘million on player salaries but no more than $42 mil-
lion. Both figures would be adjusted each year to re-
flect changes in league revenues.

The players’ association has vowed never to ac-
cept a salary cap as a solution. The lockout reached
its 140th day Wednesday, and has forced the cancel-
lation of 762 of 1,230 regular-season games plus the
All-Star Game.

Bettman has promised the 30 NHL teams that he
will get them cost certainty, a direct link between
league revenues and players costs.

This offer would give the players between 53 and
55 percent of league revenues.

Chelios, Hatcher, Draper sign to play in UHL

FRASER, Mich. — Red Wings defensemen Chris
Chelios and Derian Hatcher and forward Kris
Draper signed with the Motor City Mechanics of
the United Hockey League on Tuesday for the re-
mainder of the season.

“I'm excited and nervous and looking forward to
playing,” Chelios said.

The addition of three NHL players should pro-
vide a boost for the struggling Mechanics (11-29-6),
who are averaging just 1,500 per game in a building
that holds 3,200.

Chelios, Hatcher and Draper will play in Motor
City’s home games and might join the first-year ex-
pansion team when it travels to Flint and Port
Huron.

Players in the UHL — a league that is three
rungs below the NHL — can’t earn more than
$1,000 per week.

Hatcher, 32, was limited to 15 regular-season
games and 12 playoff contests last season because of
aknee injury and didn’t want to miss another season.

“I just couldn’t sit out for two years and try to
come back at the National Hockey League-level,”
he said.

Part owner of ABA team hospitalized after in-game firing

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Hours after storm-
ing the court and firing her coach, Nashville
Rhythm part-owner Sally Anthony was
rushed to a hospital fol-
lowing a 911 call by a rel-
ative who said she had
tried to “hurt herself.”

A relative called 911
about 6 am. EST Sun-
day to report that Anthony was hurting her-
self, according to a 911 tape obtained by
The Associated Press on Tuesday.

“My sister-in-law is in her apartment
right now, and she has taken some pills
and mixed it with alcohol and taken scis-
sors and cut up her arms,” said the caller,
who identified herself as Susan.

Hours earlier, Anthony marched onto
the court in the third quarter of the
Rhythm’s 110-109 victory over Kansas
City and demanded that coach Ashley
McElhiney bench a player and then told
the coach she was fired. Security guards
had to escort Anthony off the court.

Anthony is one of three owners of Nash-
ville’s American Basketball Association
franchise, which made McElhiney the first
female coach of a men’s professional team
last May.

Sports
briefs

Anthony, an as-
piring pop singer,
and her husband
and Rhythm
co-owner  Tony
Bucher, did not re-
spond to e-mail
and fax messages
seeking comment
esday.

The 911 caller
told a dispatcher
that Anthony had
taken the anti-depressant Xanax, and was
passing out every few seconds. The caller
also told the dispatcher Lhal her sis-
ter-in-law could become violent

The dispatcher asked the caller if the
she thought it was a suicide attempt.

The caller said, “I don’t know if she real-
ly meant to kill herself. She definitely
meant to hurt herself.”

The 30-year-old Anthony was taken by
ambulance to Vanderbilt University Medi-
cal Center, where she was treated for cuts
on her arm and released Sunday. She was
quoted in different reports as saying she
fell and also that she was bitten by a dog.

The woman who called 911 did not imme-
diately return a telephone message from
the AP on Tuesday. A woman who identi-

Sally Anthony

fied herself as Anthony’s mother told The
Tennessean on Monday that it was “a total
lie” to suggest that her daughter mixed
pills with alcohol and tried to cut herself.

In the only official word from the team
in the three days since the bizarre episode,
the Rhythm owners issued a statement
Tuesday apologizing to McElhiney.

ownership of the Nashville
Rhythm would like to apologize to Ashley
McElhiney, our fans, Lipscomb Universi-
ty, the city of Nashvﬂle and our sponsors
for the incident,” the statement said.

The team said it was reviewing the inci-
dent and hoped to have a decision “on a
course of action as soon as possible.”

McElhiney, who has led the Rhythm to
an 18-7 record, declined to comment.

Langer will not return as Europe’s
2006 Ryder Cup captain

LONDON — Bernhard Langer will not
return as European captain for the 2006
Ryder Cup, opening the way for Ian Woos-
nam or Nick Faldo to take over.

Langer, the two-time Masters champion
who led Europe to a 18Y2-9%: victory over
the United States last year at Oakland
Hills, announced his decision in a state-
ment Wednesday.

“I wish to end all speculation that I will

serve a second term as captain,” Langer
said. “T have officially informed the Euro-
pean Tour tournament committee ... that I
have every intention of being a playmg
member of the 2006 European team.”
Sharapova wins in Tokyo

TOKYO — Wimbledon champion Maria
Sharapova overcame a slow start Wednes-
day to beat Maria Vento-Kabchi of Venezu-
ela 7-6 (3), 6-0 in the second round of the
Pan Pacific Open.

U.S. Open champion Svetlana Kuznetso-
va defeated qualifier Maria-Gayanay Mi-
kaelian of Switzerland 6-3, 6-1.

Defending champion Lindsay Daven-
port will play her opener Thursday against
Japan’s Saori Obata.

Prosecutors expand probe
in Germany's soccer scandal

FRANKFURT, Germany — Four refer-
ees and 14 players are among 25 people
suspected of fixing at least 10 games in Ger-
many’s widening soccer scandal, prosecu-
tors said Wednesday.

Police raided the homes of 19 people
across the country Wednesday and seized
bank accounts and property worth about
$3.17 million, the Berlin prosecutors’ office
said in a statement. There were no arrests.
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First things first for Pats assistant Weis

After Super Bowl, offensive coordinator heads to Notre Dame full time

BY TERRY BANNON
Chicago Tribune

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Char-
lie Weis is working this week with
a Notre Dame cell phone in his
left pocket, his personal cell in his
right and the gaudy Super Bowl
ring from last season on his right
hand.

Notre Dame’s new coach is
spending his final days living in
two worlds and juggling two of
the most high profile jobs in foot-
ball — coach at Notre Dame and
offensive coordinator for the
reigning Super Bowl champion
New England Patriots.

“This time of year you have to
suck it up,” Weis said Tuesday.

“Two of the most important
days in football — college signing
day is Wednesday and we're pre-
paring for the Super Bowl; you
can find enough energy.”

Energy hasn’t been an issue for
Weis, but holding down two jobs
has complicated his first recruit-
ing class.

It won't include wide receiver
David Nelson from Wichita Falls,
Texas, who opted for Florida
when the Patriots’ victory over
Pittsburgh in the AFC champion-
ship game Jan. 23 prevented
what he and his father wanted —
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a face-to-face meeting with Weis.

“I told them that’s not the type
of kid we're looking for,” Weis
said. “I said if they want the Patri-
ots to lose to come to Notre Dame,
then you go somewhere else be-
cause I'm not into losing, and
that’s what I told him very clear-
ly, and he understood what my
point of view was.”

Nelson said Tuesday it wasn’t
that simple. He also liked Flori-

da’s tradition,
new coach
Urban  Meyer

k& ’'m not a martyr

fired Tyrone Willingham. He
knows the Super Bowl exposure
will come too late to help on sign-
ing day. But he’s convinced all
the free advertising he will get
Sunday night wil help down the

O ik that for any sophomore
and junior in high school who's
watching their head coach out
here working the sidelines [in the
Super Bowl] for the third time in

four years, if

and its offense. § pression, I
But to Notre Reere. It was alol  gont  know
Dame, it did not . what's  going
comessacane. O hours, bul for G

dence Nelson an- y i “Itll be the
pounced tr e @ Short period of type of class
Gators the day time. I'm not who fits the

after the Patri-

Dts won the AFC
title

“That s not
wh I'm

dbout " said Nel-
son, who added
he did not want
New England to
lose. “T just told
him meeting the head coach is
very important to me, at the same
time, it’s not that important. For
some reason, I worded something
wrong and it got blown way out of
proportion.”

Weis’ first recruiting class still
could be good, though. Weis said
he won’t use all his scholarships.

“I want a full year in recruiting
and take those extra few we don’t
use this year and take an extra
few next year,” he said.

Weis was coming from behind
in recruiting after replacing the

Charlie Weis
Pats offensive coordinator/
Notre Dame head coach

dropping dead.9?  guys  were

looking for. 'm
not looking for
volume, I want

foundation for
the program.
Anyone can go
in and fill out the bottom of the
roster and take another four or
five guys at the end; that’s not
what we’re looking for. We don’t
want to put a number and say,
lhey got 19. We want the right

It has been said recruiting is
the lifeblood of college football.

Weis said he can't wait to get
pumping full time.

“I'm going to recruit like they
haven’t been recruited before,
and that's not a slight on Ty or
Bob [Davie] or anyone before me,
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New England Patriots offensive coordinator Charlie Weis has been
pulling double duty since being hired as head coach at Notre Dame.

but I have a passion for recruit-
ing,” Weis said. “I really enjoy
doing it.”

His recruiting was limited by
his commitment to finish his job
with the Patriots.

“Right now, when you're down
to a handful of guys, there’s a rea-
son they're down to you, and
make sure you've given them the
answers,” Weis said. “If they go
somewhere else you can’t cry
over it, you move on. You have a
bunch of guys back at the ranch
[in South Bend] to get this thing
right. All you can do is control
what you can.

“Beating the Eagles will help
Notre Dame. So right now, what
can I control? T can’t control too
much with these guys who are on
the fence on the last day, but I can
do everything I can to help us
beat the Eagles. There are going
to be 100 million people watch-
ing. 'm representing the Patriots
first, but 'm representing Notre
Dame, too, because the next day,
T'm there.”

In a sense, he’s already there.
His wife Maura already has
picked out their new home in
South Bend, which Weis has not
seen. He plans to start working in
South Bend on Feb. 10.

Weis was in South Bend last
weekend after the Patriots fin-
ished installing their Super Bowl
game plan. It was a whirlwind
trip to meet some recruits.

He flew to South Bend, arriving
at midnight last Thursday and sur-
prised his players at a 6 a.m. work-
out session. Then there was a
staff meeting, more meetings
with recruits and a flight back to
New England. By 6 the next morn-
ing, he had watched the tape of
the practice he had missed in
preparation for Saturday’s work-
out.

‘When he accepted the Notre
Dame job with the understanding
he would finish his work with the
Patriots, Weis and coach Bill Beli-
chick worked out a schedule.
Weis would take some time in the
evening to call some recruits,
then go back to his Patriots work
about 11 p.m.

“I told my wife, ‘Hon, we're in
training camp mode,’ because
that'’s what camp is like — meet-
ings at night and back up at 5:30
in the morning” Weis said.

“Time management is what gets
you through.”

In addition, Belichick assigned
aide Shane Waldron to screen
calls on Notre Dame issues while
Weis was doing his Patriots work.

“I'm not a martyr here,” Weis
said. “It was a lot of hours, but for
a short period of time. I'm not
dropping dead.

“Right now, I'm looking for-
ward to two things, our guys play-
ing well Sunday and obviously a
new influx of blood coming into
Notre Dame tomorrow.”
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‘Moo’: Running with the herd on media day

BY NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA

Detroit Free Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —
You're a reporter. Your mission:
Ask Terrell Owens a question.

Ordinarily, it wouldn’t be that
difficult. Owens loves to talk. He
never met a mike he didn’t like.
But the injured Philadelphia wide
receiver has become the center of
attention at Super Bowl XXXIX
because he intends to defy his doc-
tor and play against New England
on Sunday.

And this is media day, when
story-gathering is such a specta-
cle it becomes a story itself.

“You can'’t really understand it
until you experience it,” New En-
gland offensive lineman Gene
Mruczkowski said. “It’s just un-
real. It shows you how popular
football is, the number of people
who cover this.”

About 2,000 reporters con-
verged Tuesday on Alltel Stadi-
um, as they will on Ford Field
next year for Super Bowl XL.

There were the usual suspects:
the radio, television and newspa-
per reporters who follow games
for aliving. But there were unusu-
al people, too, like the guy from
Nickelodeon dressed in an or-
ange, green and black superhero
outfit.

The reporters were picked up
at their hotels, dropped off by the
busload, ushered through securi-
ty checkpoints and led to a
mid-level stadium restaurant.

The place was really a holding
pen, and when the event began,
big, glass, garage-style doors
rolled up, and the media stamped-
ed down the stands to field level.
There was more than one sarcas-

‘Whereas Sunday is game time
for players, media day is game

New England Patriots kicker Adam Vinatieri addresses journalists during Super Bowl media day on Tuesday.

time for reporters. The score-
board clock counts down from 60
minutes. There is a two-minute
warning.

And there is fierce competition.

The ratio is about 20 reporters
to one player, but because the
teams go one at a time and every-
one wants to talk to the same few
guys, it can be much worse.

The stars sit on platforms.
There are microphones in front of
them and speakers to their sides,
so you can hear everything they

say. If you want to get a word in
edgewise, you have to jockey for
position.

“You've got to be aggressive,”
said Eagles linebacker Dhani
Jones, who covered the Patriots
at media day last year as a report-
er for the NFL Network. “Man,
my shoes got all dirty because I
was trying to rush to the front.”

There are the tedious ques-
tions, stuff the athletes have an-
swered many times before, like,
“Who was your favorite plaver
growing up?”

There are the stupid questions,
like, “If you were a tree, what
kind would you be?”

William (Refrigerator) Perry,
the former Chicago Bear, was
working for “Jimmy Kimmel
Live.” He asked Patriots quarter-
back Tom Brady who he was root-
ing for in the Super Bowl.

“I don’t know, Fridge,” Brady
said. “Who are you rooting for?”

Radio and television people
beg for promos. That’s why Mruc-
zkowski was seen snapping a ball

to a Mexican television talent in
front of a camera, and teammate
Troy Brown was heard saying
into a microphone, “This is Troy
Brown coming to you live on
ORF!”

You have a good question. You
have a real purpose. You're going
to get the hard news, how Owens’
ankle is, if he really will play Sun-
day.

So you get past the guy from
TV Azteca and keep from trip-
ping over the tripod set up in the
middle of the darn path by TV2
Denmark.

Without throwing any elbows,
thank you, you make your way
through the crowd surrounding
Owens, now at least 10-people
deep.

Youre in danger of getting
whacked in the head with a boom
mike or getting a whiff of some re-
ally bad B. 0., but you're ready
for T. O.

Owens is playfully asking ev-
eryone to talk to someone else.

“Jeremiah Trotter’s on the
cover of Sports Illustrated,”
Owens says of his teammate, seat-
ed in front of a relatively sparse
crowd a couple of platforms
down. “Can he get a little love?”

No one is moved. No one
moves.

“OK,” Owens says. “You can of-
ficially start.”

You try to master the art of
shouting your question, quickly
enough that you're heard before
any other reporter, but not so
quickly that you cut off the ath-
lete, seem rude and lose all hope
of him acknowledging you.

Amid the cacophony, someone
else asks what you were trying to
ask.

“I will be here on Sunday,”
Owens said. “I will play.”
Oh, well. Close enough.

River adjoining stadium adds to security challenge

BY FRED GOODALL
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The
scenic St. John’s River presents a
unique challenge for law enforce-
ment agencies responsible for de-
veloping a security plan for the
city’s first Super Bowl.

The federal waterway runs
alongside Alltel Stadium and
right through the heart of down-
town Jacksonville, posing unprec-
edented safety concerns because
all boats — from jet skis to cruise
ships — have to be checked and
rechecked.

NFL vice president for security
Milt Ahlerich called the river “a
unique aspect of this Super
Bowl,” but also downplayed the
impact it had on the security plan
Tuesday.

“We are very pleased with
what we have seen here,” Ahler-
ich said. “We have complete confi-
dence our fans, our teams, our em-
ployees will be safe — not just at
the game but at the many other
events.”

Although Ahlerich and Jackson-
ville Sheriff John Rutherford said
the three-pronged approach to
Super Bowl security — via land,

air and sea —
was the first
of its kind,
they also said
it was merely
an additional
part of a detailed security plan.

Jet skis are being banned on
the river, largely because of the
cruise ships. Only certain private
boats, whose owners won permits
in a lottery, are allowed on the
river. And Coast Guard divers are
regularly inspecting the bottom
of the ships, plus keeping other
boats a safe distance away.

The tie man: Philadelphia line-
backer Dhani Jones tried to make
the most of media day — by sell-
ing bow ties.

Jones started wearing bow ties
while working as a reporter for
the NFL Network during the 2003
playoffs, and has since developed
his own company, Five Star Bow
Ties. They are available on his
Web site, www.dhaniSS.com, for
$75 apiece.

Jones, fourth on the team with
90 tackles, used the Super Bowl's
biggest media event to hawk his
merchandise. He had several col-
orful samples of the silk ties,

handed out business cards and
even showed people how to tie
them.

“If you're going to accomplish
anything in the world, you should
do it in style. And there’s no bet-
ter style than a bow tie,” he said.

Paying the cost: Pennsylvania
Gov. Ed Rendell says he'll pay his
own way when he travels to Flori-
da for Sunday’s game.

Rendell said Tuesday he
bought tickets for himself, his
wife, Midge, and their son, Jesse,
and declined an offer of two com-
plimentary tickets from the team.
Rendell paid a face value of $540
for each ticket, said his spokes-
woman, Kate Philips.

Rendell will fly to Jacksonville
on Thursday on a private plane
chartered by the Eagles, return-
ing to Pennsylvania on Monday.
Jesse and Midge are flying on a
commercial jet, Philips said.

“I'm paying for myself, Midge
and Jesse,” the governor said.

Rendell, who has provided post-
game commentary for Comcast
SportsNet, also will do so as part
of the channel’s Super Bowl cover-
a

ge.
He added that “we’re all paying

for our own hotel rooms, although
I do get a hotel room on Friday
and Saturday night from Com-
cast, which I may use.”

Mitchell mad at media servic-
es: Philadelphia receiver Fred-
die Mitchell fired another verbal
shot. This one, though, was at his
own organization.

Mitchell said he was no longer
speaking to Derek Boyko, the
team’s director of media services.

“T'm not even talking to Derek
Boyko anymore because they
didn’t even have a podium for
me,” Mitchell said at the Super
Bowl's official media day.

Boyko downplayed the com-
ments, saying Mitchell was proba-
bly joking. But Mitchell, who
loves the spotlight, appeared seri-

Eleven players, including
just-signed backup tight end Jeff
Thomason, addressed reporters
from a podium, while others were
assigned a specific location in the

stands.

Mitchell might have been
bumped from his spot because he
dissed New England’s secondary
last week. Known more for his
big mouth than making big plays,

the Eagles’ other loquacious re-
ceiver — the one without the
All-Pro pedigree and ankle injury
— said he didn’t know the names
of most of the defensive backs.
He also took a dig at Pats safety
Rodney Harrison.

“I think they’ve been hiding me
from the media,” said Mitchell,
who caught 22 passes for 377
yards and two touchdowns this
season.

Snazzy attire: Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers defensive end Simeon
Rice and former Chicago Bears
defensive tackle William “Refrig-
erator” Perry were among the ce-
lebrities posing as journalists on
media day.

Rice was easy to spot because
of the hooded black, white and
gray chinchilla fur jacket he was
wearing, and the Fridge was just
as easy to find because he still ap-
pears to weigh close to 400
pounds.

Rice, working for the NFL Net-
work this week, is a former high
school teammate of Philadel-
phia’s Donovan McNabb. Asked
how far back he goes with the Ea-
gles’ quarterback, Rice quipped:
“Underwear and diapers.”



Thursday, February 3, 2005

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Reports claim Smith
retiring on Thursday

Career rushing leader elusive about plans

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Em-
mitt Smith, the NFL's career rush-
ing leader and a three-time Super
Bowl winner with the Dallas Cow-
boys, was expected to announce
his retirement Thursday, accord-
ing to media reports.

Smith, a free agent who played
the last two seasons with the Ari-
zona Cardinals, will make the an-
nouncement three days before
the Super Bowl in Jacksonville,
Fla, according to the reports
Tuesday.

The 35-year-old running back,
who holds the NFL records for
most rushing yards and most
rushing touchdowns, was as elu-
sive about his plans as he was on
the field.

“Did you see my year last year?
Do you think I'm ready to retire?”
he told The Dallas Morning News
for a story posted Tuesday on its
Web site.

ESPN.com and the Fort Worth
(Texas) Star-Telegram also re-
ported Tuesday that Smith would
retire. ESPN.com cited “confi-
dants” of the star running back
that it did not identify; both news-
papers cited unidentified sources.

An eight-time Pro Bowler and
the league’s most valuable player
in 1993, Smith holds the career
rushing touchdown record with
115. He has 18,355 yards and 164
TDs overall.

Smith played 13 years in Dal-
las. He said Monday that he want-
ed to retire as a member of the
Cowboys.

Reliable and durable despite
carrying a heavy load year after
year, Smith broke Walter Pay-
ton’s rushing record with the Cow-
boys in 2002 but signed with Ari-
zona the next season as an unre-
stricted free agent. His first year
with the Cardinals in 2003 proved
frustrating: For the first time in

Emmitt Smith, the NFL's career
rushing leader has rushed for
18,355 yards in 15 seasons,
including 937 last season with
the Arizona Cardinals.

his career, an injury sidelined
him for a significant period and
he struggled to gain yards when
healthy enough to play.

But he bounced back this sea-
son, rushing for 937 yards and
nine touchdowns for the Cardi-
nals, who — despite their 6-10
record — showed signs of im-
provement under new head
coach Dennis Green.

Neither the Cardinals nor Cow-
boys had any announcements
planned regarding Smith.
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Crennel not saying much
about possible new job

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Just
about everyone at the Super Bowl
acknowledges that Romeo Cren-
nel will be the Cleveland Browns’
next head coach. Everyone ex-
cept Crennel.

The New England defensive co-
ordinator spoke about the Browns
job at media day Tuesday, never
admitting he’s headed to Cleve-
land after Sunday’s game with
the Philadelphia Eagles.

“I don’t have the job; I am em-
ployed with the New England Pa-
triots,” he said. “The rules in the
NFL say that is tampering; no one
can talk to me as long as I work
for the Patriots. And I work for
the Patriots.

“After this game, if Cleveland
decides to offer me a job, then I'll
talk about that job.”

The Browns reportedly are
ready to do just that. They were al-
lowed to interview him in early
January when the Patriots had a
bye before their first playoff
game.

Crennel, 57, spent one year
with the Browns as Chris Palm-
er’s defensive coordinator in
2000, when the defense had 42
sacks, improving by 17 over 1999.

Then he was

interviewed
for the head
coaching job
after  Palmer
was fired. But
Crennel believes that was a cour-
tesy because Cleveland already
had decided to hire Butch Davis.
Davis quit with five games re-
maining this season. Crennel
emerged as the top candidate to
replace him after the interview-
ing process. Also interviewed
were Eagles offensive coordina-
tor Brad Childress; Browns inter-
im coach and offensive coordina-
tor Terry Robiskie; and Steelers
offensive line coach Russ Grimm.

Bruschi going to Pro Bowl

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — New
England Patriots linebacker Tedy
Bruschi on Tuesday was added to
the Pro Bowl roster for the first
time, replacing injured Baltimore
linebacker Ray Lewis.

Added to the NFC team on
Tuesday was Carolina Panthers
linebacker Mark Fields.

Fields, who was designated as a
first altemate, replaces Tampa
Bay’s Derrick Brooks, who will
miss the Feb. 13 game in Hawaii
with a knee injury.

Driver creates stir with comments on Favre’s future

BY TOM SILVERSTEIN
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Per-
haps the biggest stir made on
Super Bowl XXXIX media day
came a mile away from where the
Philadelphia Eagles and New En-
gland Patriots gathered for inter-
views.

Green Bay Packers wide receiv-
er Donald Driver told interview-
ers during a trip through radio
row at the Super Bowl media cen-
ter that he thinks quarterback
Brett Favre is going to retire.
Driver, in town for a charity
event benefiting area schools, cre-
ated quite a buzz with his com-
ments.

Almost as
quickly as
the  words
were out of
Driver’s
mouth, word
spread that
Favre was
going to re-
tire. One
radio station
had heard
the Packers
were calling
a news conference to announce
Favre’s retirement and was inves-
tigating its legitimacy.

When asked about Favre’s pos-
sible retirement, Driver told Siri-

Favre

us NFL radio, “Everyone has
been asking me that question.
He’s a real close friend of mine,
and we've been talking back and
forth, and I think hes pretty
much going to hang em up.”

Asked if he thought Favre had
made up his mind, Driver said, “T
think so. I think he was trying to
wait until the draft, and I think
coach (Mike) Sherman wanted to
know right before free agency be-
cause there’re a couple of quarter-
back free agents that they want to
look at if Brett decided not to
come back.

“I think they forced him to
make a decision. When you force
one of the greatest quarterbacks
in the NFL to make a decision,

he’s pretty much going to let you
know that he may be just hanging
’em up.”

Shortly after Sirius e-mailed
Driver’s comments to reporters
around the country, the Packers
issued a statement saying nothing
had changed regarding Favre's
status. They said he has not i
formed the Packers of his deci-
sion whether to return for the
2005 season.

Favre’s agent, James (Bus)
Cook, was unavailable for com-
ment.

In an interview later in the day,
Driver stood by his comments
that he thought Favre would re-
tire, but he said he had no dlrect
knowledge of Favre’s intentions

and had not spoken to the Pack-
ers quarterback since shortly
after the season had ended with a
31-17 playoff loss to Minnesota on
Jan. 9.

A source close to Driver con-
firmed that he had not received
any recent indication from Favre
regarding his future.

Nevertheless, Driver wasn't
backing down from his feeling
that 2004 was Favre’s last season
in the National Football League.
He said he and Favre talked
about different things several
days after the Vikings loss and his
gut feeling was that the
35-year-old Favre wasn’t going to
return for a 15th season.

Painful: More

PAINFUL, FROM BACK PAGE

Part of the testimony in the
trial dealt with the fact that
Novak, worried about his future
with the team, felt pressure to
play. The defendants said Novak
didn’t treat the injury the way he
should have.

While Owens doesn’t seem to
be encountering any pressure
from the Eagles to take the field,
he talks as though he will be the
only arbiter of his fate Sunday.

“God brought me here for a rea-
son. He put me here to show who
he is and how powerful he is,” he
said.

But there’s a big difference be-
tween prayer and hard science,
and Owens’ own personal physi-
cian, Mark Myerson, isn’t the
only doctor who thinks the receiv-
er should sit this one out.

“I think the guy’s out of his

than one doctor thinks Eagles’ Owens should sit

mind,” said Ken Wong, a family
physician in Bakersfield, Calif.
“That’s a serious injury and what
he doesn’t realize is that if he
doesn’t allow the healing process
to take place, there could be a lot
more trouble.”

Willis Reed. Jack Youngblood.
Curt Schilling. Those men are the
authors of heroic comeback sto-
ries everyone has heard.

Novak. Terrell Davis. Curt
Marsh. They are the subjects of
cautionary tales about guys who
rushed back and paid a big price.

Davis tried to return quickly
from knee injury and regretted it,
saying it hastened the end of his
career.

Marsh, a lineman for the Oak-
land Raiders, pushed through
with a broken ankle in the 1980s.
He won a Super Bowl ring — “a
nice bauble,” he called it in an in-
terview with Newsday.

He would trade it, though, he
said, if he could have his foot
back. Unable to stand the pain
after 12 unsuccessful surgeries,
surgery No. 13 was the one where
doctors amputated the foot.

If Owens plays Sunday, there’s
a good chance things will turn out
fine. There’s a chance of a grue-
some injury. There’s also a
chance that he could do damage
that nobody will know about for a
year, or three, or 10.

“You've got short-term risks,
like one of the screws bending,
and you've got long-term risks,
the kind of things you won’t know
about until much later,” said Fred-
die Fu, a surgeon at University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center. “If
you want it to heal perfectly, logi-
cally you need more time. But if
you feel like this is a
once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity,
well, then maybe you take the
chance.”

There are financial issues to
take into account, although
they're not as extreme as one
might think.

The only guaranteed money in
the NFL comes from the signing
bonus, and Owens earned $10 mil-
lion when he signed his
seven-year deal with the Eagles
in the offseason. He’s scheduled
to make $32 million in base salary
over the next six years. That con-
tract, however, would likely be re-
worked after 2006, at which point
Owens will be an 11-year veteran.
Add it all up and it means he
would realistically be leaving
about $4 million on the table if
Sunday is his last game. That’s
less than 20 percent of what he
has earned up to now.

Regardless of whether it’s a lot
or a little money, any doctor who
clears him to play would be put-
ting himself at risk of a lawsuit if

Owens is injured further. Ask the
guy Novak sued. He’s in private
practice now, having not quite
turned his contract with the Jag-
uars into the cash cow many doc-
tors who associate themselves
with NFL teams hope for.

“Ilove football, but I'd never be
a doctor for a football team,”
Wong said. “Coaches want them
to play. Owners want them to
play. Ijust wouldn’t want to get in-
volved in the medical-legal as-
pects of that.”

To hear him tell it, this isn’t
about the money for Owens. All
he really wants out of this week is
a Super Bowl ring — that “nice
bauble” every professional play-
er covets but only few get.

“This is what you go for train-
ing camp for. This is why you go
through all the blood, sweat and
tears. This game is the pinnacle.

It doesn’t get any better than
this,” Owens said.
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Sports’ painful precedents

Eagles wide receiver Owens not first in going against doctors’ orders

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —
Here’s one story Terrell Owens
has probably never heard: A lit-
tle-known backup offensive line-
‘man, his leg dripping with blood,
pleaded with doctors to be taken
to the hospital.

No, the doctors said, it was time
to board the airplane and fly back
home.

Hours before that, Jacksonville
Jaguars lineman Jeff Novak had
played three quarters of an exhibi-
tion game on a steamy night in
Charlotte, knowing he needed to
be out on the field to try to save
his job. As it turned out, that night
‘would essentially mark the end of
his NFL career.

At first blush, Novak’s story
doesn’t appear to have much in
common with that of Owens, su-
perstar receiver for the Philadel-
phia Eagles.

Except for this: By rushing his
return from a broken ankle and
playing in the Super Bowl on Sun-
day in the same stadium where
Novak used to play, Owens risks
bringing his career to a prema-
ture close, just like Novak did six
seasons ago during that pre-
season game.

‘What price glory? Owens, who
was at his bombastic best Tues-
day in insisting he would be on
the field come gametime, is only
the latest in a long string of play-
ers to bring that question to the
fore.

“If it were my son,” said An-
drew Kirschner, a doctor of osteo-
pathic manual medicine, “I'd say
“Stay home. Tomorrow’s another
day. "

Of course, tomorrows on foot-
ball’s biggest stage are far from
guaranteed for these players,
many of whom play all their life
for a chance win a Super Bowl,
the way Owens can Sunday.

Owens knows the history.

The Eagles fell one victory
short of the Super Bowl three

Owens’ injury
Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver
Terrell Owens, who suffered a
high ankle sprain and a fracture
to the fibula in December, says
he will play in Sunday’s Super
Bowl against his
doctor’s advice.

Right leg

Fibula.
Fractured
4 inches
below knee

Deltoid
ligament.
Sprained

NOTE: Drawing
is schematic

Source: Philadelphia Eagles AP

straight years before he got here.
Then he came and the team got
over the hump.

No matter that Philadelphia
played the last four games with-
out him, while he nursed the
ankle he broke in a game Dec. 19.
As everyone with the Eagles will
admit, Owens was a big part of
helping them get this far.

And hearing him Tuesday, it’s
clear he’s not going to let a little
injury, or his doctor’s foreboding
advice, keep him from taking cen-
ter stage come Sunday.

“T'll be at 81 percent,” said
Owens, who wears No. 81.

“They’ve shown what they can
do without me, now they’ll show
what they can do with me. The
Eagle 8-1 is back!”

After he retired, Novak won $2
million in a malpractice lawsuit
settlement, claiming the Jaguars
team doctor improperly treated a
bone bruise that ugly night in
Carolina, which led to infections
that ended his career.

SEE PAINFUL ON PAGE 31

Philadelphia Eagles WR Terrell Owens, who suffered a severe ankle injury on Dec. 19, says he will play in
the Super Bowl against his doctor’s advice. “I'll be at 81 percent,” Owens, who wears No. 81 said Tuesday.

Former

Denver Broncos
running back

Terrell Davis (30),
who was the MVP

of Super Bowl XXXII
and the NFL MVP the
following season
after rushing for
2,008 yards, says
that rushing back
from a knee injury
prematurely short-
ened his career.

The bloody sock reflected the
dedication of Boston Red Sox
pitcher Curt Schilling, who took
the mound in the World Series
with a dislocated ankle tendon
held together by suture.

Lakers coach
Tomjanovich
considering
resigning
because of
health concerns
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No. 1 lllinois,
No. 5 BC
remain unheaten
with victories over
Michigan State,
West Virginia
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Reports claim
NFL’s career
rushing leader
Emmitt Smith
will retire
on Thursday
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Sosa, Orioles anticipate completion of trade after physical ez



